
Contact the church office  
989-631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org) 

• To add someone to the prayer list 
• Request receipt of the weekly Worship++ email 
• Request receipt of the monthly Epistle 

We appreciate your ongoing support! 
St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and 
members.  Please consider making a gift today.  Visit 
tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC, mail your check to 
the church, place it in the drop box outside 
the office entrance, or point your phone’s 
camera here: 

The Coming Week at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Pastoral Care 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors? 
    … who is a patient in one of our area hospitals? 
    … who should be added to our prayer list? 
With their permission, please contact our church office 
and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a 
message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please 
contact:  Rev. Alissa Anderson 616-540-9102 (cell). 
These parishioners serve St. John’s through our Pastoral 
Care ministry.  St. John’s is grateful for their time and love 
of neighbor:  Charles Bash, Faye Ebach, Chris Esquivel, 
Chris Lauckner, Jan Marcou, Roni Rogers, Pat Roush, 
Chris Schuster, and Fred Schuster. 

Our Daily Prayers 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez, Beth 
Porreca, Doug, Janeene Brady, Kristi, Arra, Penny, 
Ashlee, Susan & Bob, Norma & Dean, Char 
Bakeman, Betty Kirkley, John Adams, Josh 

Neptune, Marnie Bash, Andrea & the Burditt family, 
Ronnie, Henry Youngquist, Jan, Mike & the Spencer 
family, and Chris. 
Give thanks with those from St. John’s celebrating 
anniversaries this week… none 
Give thanks with those from St. John’s celebrating 
birthdays this week… 10-Clara Kretz, Harrison Kretz 
Pray for the Diocesan Standing Committee and the 
people of the Diocese of the Great Lakes; PRAY for  
St. Francis, Grayling - DeAnne Swiercz, Sr. Warden 
In our international Anglican prayer cycle; PRAY for 
Province of the Episcopal Church of Sudan  

Point your phone’s camera here to view 
these announcements electronically 

Online Calendar: Click on the “Events” link at top right of 
our website & explore in a dynamic monthly or weekly 
format.  Click on an entry and, if info is available, a brief 
description will share more about that ministry or event.  
Keep tabs on all going on at St. John’s and share those 
happenings with others!   

Sunday, 12/8 
  8:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
  8:30am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:00am - K-2 Music: Prelude (Café Adjacent) 
  9:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
10:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary & Livestream) 
11:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
11:30am - 2nd Sunday Sharing (Williams Hall) 
11:30am - Handbell Choir (Bell Zone) 
  2:00pm - EYE Youth Group (Activity Room) 
  5:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
Monday, 12/9 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  6:00pm - Popup Bible Study (Library) 
Tuesday, 12/10 
10:00am - Samaritan Fund (Library) 
10:00am - St. Martha’s Guild (Williams Hall) 
  1:00pm - Knitpickers (Williams Hall) 
  5:30pm - Midland Quilters Guild (Williams Hall) 
  7:00pm - Welcome Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, 12/11 
10:30am - Women’s Bible Study (McNab Room) 
12:00pm - Holy Eucharist (Chapel; use office entrance) 
  1:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  5:00pm - Children’s Choir (Bell Zone) 

  5:30pm - Tai Chi (Williams Hall) 
  6:30pm - Meditation (Williams Hall) 
Thursday, 12/12  
10:00am - Love Knots (Williams Hall) 
  1:00pm - Women Journeying Together (Activity Room) 
Friday, 12/13  
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  5:45pm - Peer Support Meeting (McNab Room) 
  8:00pm - MHS Meistersingers Candlelight Concert (Wms Hall) 
Saturday, 12/14 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  7:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
Sunday, 12/15 
  8:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
  8:30am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:00am - K-2 Music: Prelude (Café Adjacent) 
  9:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
10:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary & Livestream) 
11:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
11:30am - Handbell Choir (Bell Zone) 
  1:00pm - Girl Scout Troop 50402 (McNab Room) 
  2:00pm - EYE Youth Group (Activity Room) 
  5:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
  6:30pm - Bible in the Basement (Activity Room) 
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Next Sunday’s Readings - December 15, 2024 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 Philippians 4:4-7 
Canticle 9   Luke 3:7-18 

   Spend some time this week looking at next Sunday’s 
readings. It’s a great way to prepare for worship & build 

a personal spiritual discipline of regular bible reading.  
“Preparing for Sunday” linked on our website: 

https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/
bb47mr95rd/  provides scripture passages, reflection 

and prayer resources for each week. 

Coffee Shop Office Hours - are on hiatus through 
Christmas.  You can schedule individual time 
with Alissa through Calendly 
(calendly.com/sjec-rector) or find 
her back at Grove Tea Lounge 
starting January 2. 

Children and Youth 

Sunday School & Nursery care for the 
10am services will continue as usual 
through Advent.  Miss Alicia & Miss 
Linda are working together on some 
fun Storymakers & Godly Play stories.  
All are welcome as we have lots of fun 
exploring Hope, Peace, Joy & Love! 

Prelude Music Class & EYE Youth Group are 
taking some time off during the 
holidays. Both groups will NOT be 
meeting on December 22, 29 & 

January 5. Enjoy your holiday breaks! 

The Vestry needs YOUR help planning 2025 2nd Sunday 
Sharing! TODAY after the 10:00 am 
service, we will discuss and evaluate 
this past year's 2nd Sunday Sharing, 
and begin to identify topics for next 
year. Please come and share your 
ideas!  

Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children, and walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:1-2, NRSV  

If you have already pledged, thank you so very much!  If 
not, there is still time.  Thank you for your generosity and 
prayerful consideration of your promise to St. John’s.  If 
you didn’t receive a Stewardship packet, please contact 
the office.  989-631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 

St. Martha’s Guild Silent Auction 

St. Martha's Christmas baskets continue 
to be on display in Williams Hall after 
both services awaiting your bids.  
Remember, all proceeds go to our 

community outreach programs here in 
the area.  Help support St. Martha's and 

your community by bidding for your favorites. 

Don’t wait—bidding ends December 15 

This Advent and Christmas, we’re exploring how God 
meets us in our deepest hopes and fears. Join us for 
Sunday morning fireside chats, engage with our daily 
devotional, and participate in our interactive art 
installation. Together, we’ll journey from the First 
Sunday of Advent through Epiphany, reflecting on how 
God’s love transforms longing into joy and peace.   
Thursday, Dec. 19 - 7pm, Taizé (in the Chapel) 
Friday, Dec. 20 - 7pm, Blue Christmas (featuring the 
Harmony Diversity Choir.) 
Tuesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
     4pm - All Ages Eucharist (especially appropriate for  
                children & families) 
     7pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Eucharist (w/choir) 
Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 
     11am - Casual and Contemplative Christmas Day  
                  Eucharist in Williams Hall 

Juletide Concerts at CMU 
Last chance TODAY! 
Sunday, December 8, 4pm 

Tickets: $10 adults, $7 Senior 
Citizens/youth/students 

cmich.evenue.net 

Christmas Decorations Fund 

Christmas is a special time for adorning the 
church with seasonal decorations in 
traditional colors.  You are invited to make 
a contribution to the Christmas Decorations Fund in 
thanksgiving or in memory of loved ones. A minimum 
donation of $35 is requested and must be received by 
December 18.  Forms are available from the church 
office, on the table in the Narthex, or from the parish 
office at office@sjec-midland.org or (989) 631-2260. 
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