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This time of year always feels a bit like endings to me—even more than watching 
leaves change and fall as autumn slides into winter. Maybe it’s because I spent as 
many years as I did in school and I know in my bones this is graduation season. We 
already celebrated graduates in church because we’ve already started saying 
farewells. You’ll also find our grads named later in this issue of the Epistle. It’s an exciting time, but at least a 
little bittersweet—I think most goodbyes are. 
 
We will also be bidding farewell—at least in the office—to Chris Lauckner. Several years ago, Chris resigned 
his vestry position and went to work in a support role for the parish, offering administrative support when it 
was greatly needed and offering his many gifts during a long and shifting transition. I am so thankful for the 
great work Chris has done here, and also look forward to the next chapter in our story as Chris takes on his 
next adventure.  
 
It’s appropriate that this season falls where it does in the liturgical year. The Easter season reminds us of the 
cyclical pattern of death and resurrection that infuses the fabric of our faith, and 40 days after Easter Day 
(May 9, this year), we celebrate Jesus’ ascension to the near presence of God. It is Jesus’ final post-
resurrection appearance, and his earthly goodbye to his followers. I wonder what it was like to have to say 
goodbye again like that—the grief at Jesus’ death, the joy and wonder at his resurrection, then the sorrow at 

another goodbye that may have felt every bit as 
unexpected and final as the first goodbye. 
 
Yet we know what’s next: after Jesus ascends, he sends 
the Holy Spirit with wind and breath and flame to spark 
fire in our souls, inspire our minds, and reveal the many 
and intricate connections that exist throughout creation. 
Endings and goodbyes are what create space for new 
things: new connections, new insights, new relationships.  
 
I consider this as I walk and drive the roads of Midland 
and the Great Lakes Bay Region, watching the bare limbs 
of winter bud, flower, green, and spread, and I think that 
as the poet Philip Larkin said, “Their greenness is a kind of 
grief,” just as it is a call to “Begin afresh, afresh, afresh.” 
As you consider the goodbyes happening in your own life, 
I invite you, even if you are grieving, to remain open and 
welcoming to the hellos that are coming. 
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The Trees 
 
The trees are coming into leaf 
Like something almost being said; 
The recent buds relax and spread, 
Their greenness is a kind of grief. 
 
Is it that they are born again 
And we grow old?  No, they die too, 
Their yearly trick of looking new 
Is written down in rings of grain. 
 
Yet still the unresting castles thresh 
In fullgrown thickness every May. 
Last year is dead, they seem to say, 
Begin afresh, afresh, afresh. 
 
from The Collected Poems (Faber 1993) 

http://www.sjec-midland.org/
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St. 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N. Saginaw Rd., Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   
This link will take you to a screen where you 
will enter the amount of your donation, and 

designate a specific 
purpose or fund.  Enter 
your email address as 
well, and you’ll receive 
an electronic receipt. 

You can also access electronic giving from the 
upper right-hand corner of our webpage, from 
the pinned post on our Facebook page, or by 
pointing your phone’s camera to this QR code. 

If you have any questions about your continued financial support of St John’s, 
please call the church office and your call will be directed to the appropriate 
staff person. Thank you for your generosity! 

April Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

You can find older services on this page: 
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos 

2nd Sunday of Easter (April 7) 
Holy Eucharist 

4th Sunday of Easter (April 21) 
Holy Eucharist 

3rd Sunday of Easter (April 14) 
Holy Eucharist 

5th Sunday of Easter (April 28) 
Holy Eucharist 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/794382815940305
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/794382815940305
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/817794716934791
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/817794716934791
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1149403349412300
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1149403349412300
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/3659591144368804
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/3659591144368804
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Join Holy Hikes Great Lakes on our next hike of 
the 2024 Season at Millenium Park in Grand 
Rapids! Together, we'll hike, we'll pray, we'll 
engage in fellowship with one another, and we'll 
celebrate the diversity of God's creation!  
 
All hiking sites have been carefully selected to be 
rated "easy" treks to ensure access for all 
generations and most mobilities. We expect to 
spend about 90 minutes on the trail, including 
time both hiking and stopping for prayer and 
reflection. We end each hike with trailside 
fellowship! In the case of heavy rain, the date will 
be rescheduled.  
 
We ask that all participants RSVP so we know how 
many to expect and so that we can be in touch 
with more specific directions to the trailhead and 
in case of inclement weather. 

 

For more information, CLICK HERE      To RSVP, CLICK HERE 

Parking Lot near Secchia Meadows 
1415 Maynard Ave. SW 
Walker, MI  49534 

Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast Online 

https://mailchi.mp/b3a2e199c8cd/youre-invited-chrism-mass-5020585
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/holy-hikes-great-lakes-2024-tickets-824072983477?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_cid=79cfd9c319&mc_eid=7866c0876d
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=dc9b82d41f
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=dc9b82d41f
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=dc9b82d41f
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Calling all Episcopalians and beyond! The Episcopal 
Dioceses of Eastern and Western Michigan have a 
wealth of formation experiences to offer for all ages 
throughout our coming warmer months. 
 

Please click the link below to explore the many 2024 camp and retreat offerings from our diocesan camp and 
retreat centers: Eastern Michigan's Camp Chickagami in Presque Isle, Western Michigan's Episcopal Youth 
Camp taking place this year at Stony Lake Camp in New Era, and Plainsong Farm and Ministry in Rockford. 
 

CLICK HERE TO EXPLORE! 
 

Our sessions are offered throughout the summer for every age group -- opportunities for children and youth, 
for families, and for adults. These offerings are open to all people regardless of location, diocese, or church 
affiliation. 

Calling all weekend warriors, DIY divas, and green thumbs of all stripes! Join 
us at the site of the soon-to-be AuSable Inclusion Center for a day of 
gardening, repairs, and general sprucing-up to serve our mission in the 
community and prepare for the launch of our New Episcopal Community 
later in June. 

The AuSable Inclusion Center is a New Episcopal Community in the Diocese of Eastern Michigan seeking to 
officially launch in June 2024. It will provide programming for rural LGBTQ+ people and those marginalized 
by their economic status, organized around four pillars: social/emotional support, material support, spiritual 
support, and education/advocacy through both online and in-person programming. They also envision 
resourcing parishes in the dioceses seeking to deepen their own invitation to this population through 
education, advocacy, and potential collaborations.  

There are projects for a wide range of gifts and talents, but volunteers with a gift for woodworking and 
gardening would be especially helpful for accomplishing our tasks.  

Supplies, snacks, lunch, and a killer playlist will be provided. We'll be working 
from 9-5pm, come for the whole day or as long as you can!  

For more information, contact Chris Lauckner (chris@sjec-midland.org), 
Discernment/Strategical Planning Committee Member. 

CLICK HERE TO RSVP 
by May 25 

http://campchickagami.org/
http://episcopalyouthcamp.org/
http://episcopalyouthcamp.org/
http://plainsongfarm.com/
https://mailchi.mp/0eb9bed8e298/youre-invited-chrism-mass-5020637?e=7866c0876d
mailto:chris@sjec-midland.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvjT7LTz101CjTgy4Ni_9Rf4V6I2wV_Y2o5MJAfR3lfbJjOg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvjT7LTz101CjTgy4Ni_9Rf4V6I2wV_Y2o5MJAfR3lfbJjOg/viewform
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[ŜŀƘ hŀǊŘ 

graduated from Central 
Michigan University with a 
Bachelor of Social Work 
and a minor in Child 
Development. 

WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ IƻǇǇŜǊ 

graduated from Central 
Michigan University with a 
Bachelor of Music 
Performance, Vocal 
Performance. 

WŀŎƪ tƘƛƭƻ 

son of Adam and Sara 
Philo, is graduating from 
Midland High School.  He 
will attend Delta College in 
the fall with he goal of 
transferring to Central 
Michigan University to 
study animation. 

²ŜǎƭŜȅ YƻƻƴŎŜ 

the youngest son of Will 
and Denée Koonce, is 
graduating from Dow High 
School and is an IB 
diploma candidate.  He 
will be attending Western 
Michigan University on 
scholarship to study 
psychology and plans to 
be a behavioral therapist. 

aŀǊƛƻ {ŀƴƎǊŜǘ-{ŀǾŀƭƭŜ 

graduated from Central 
Michigan University with a 
Bachelor of Music 
Performance, Vocal 
Performance. 

bȅƪƪƻŀ [ǳǊƛŜ 

graduated from Central 
Michigan University with a 
Master of Music 
Performance, Choral 
Conducting. 

aŜƎƘŀƴ όIŜƴǊȅύ 
{ǇŀǊǊƻǿ 

granddaughter of Charles 
and Marnie Bash, is 
graduating from 
Washburn University 
School of Law and will be 
working in an 
Albuquerque, NM law 
firm. 
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Children & Youth Ministries - April 

EYE Youth group has been enjoyed having Rev. Alissa in Youth Group to lead our new 
study Episcopal Church (Episco101).  It  was a great follow up for our Confirmands to 
understand the Episcopal Church.   Our final mission trip fundraiser game night 
occurred in April.  We had a “special guest” trivia host, Josh Anderson.  Thank you 

Josh for being our trivia host and adding a new element to game 
nights. 
   
The Youth Group wants to thank everyone who came out to our 
game nights throughout the year.  We really appreciated the 
support, fellowship, and games!  I think we have found 
something people of all ages can enjoy.  The fall could bring more 

game nights, less the fundraisers!  Also, thank you to those who 
have donated pop cans/bottles to our fundraising cause.  Every little 
bit helps and you got to clean out your garage! 
 
Youth group will have a final gathering on May 19th at 2pm.  We 
plan to end the year with some fun activities and yummy food!  
Hope to see everyone there for our last youth group of the school year. 

Joyful Noise had a successful month with Monday night classes, 
practice during Sunday school, and performance during 
church service  We are wrapping up our Monday night 
classes for the school year on Monday, May 20th.  Jen would love to see all her 
friends join her before our summer break.  Don’t worry...she will have a few 
events during the summer that will be drop-in, stay tuned for details. 

Sunday School has been working hard through independent lessons and Godly Play lessons.  We have had a 
couple of weeks of free art and exploring time.  The kids worked together on puzzles, played with Godly Play 
lessons, and made some beautiful artwork.  Near the end of April we began our 4 week study called 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ aƻƳ.  The first two weeks focused on honoring, loving, and being loyal to our mothers.  They 
have made some great crafts, hopefully moms and grandmas will get to enjoy them! 
 
In May we will finish up our /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ aƻƳ curriculum by Mother’s Day.  Our final 
formal Sunday School session for the school year will be on May 19th.  Starting June 2nd 
we will begin a more relaxed Sunday school and childcare routine for the summer.  We will 
still provide childcare throughout the summer, so bring your kids for some fun activities 
during church. 
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Calling creative people of all ages: Over the Easter 
season we will be asking for submissions for our new 
banner. This is the banner we take to the Diocesan 
Convention in October to represent our parish. The 
banner design will need to fit in an area of around 
3'x4'. Click the link below and 
submit your design by June 1st.  
The link takes you to a Google 
drive folder where you can 
upload or drag and drop your 
file.  https://tinyurl.com/
SubmitBanner 

Your amazing 

design goes 

here!! 

Join .ƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ in the 
Activity Room at 6:30pm May 19 

for Episode 4 of The Chosen. 

              SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

нƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ on September 8 will be a MIN-
ISTRY FAIR!  All committees and groups at St. John’s 
are invited to participate. Table sign-ups will begin in 
August, but if you would like more information or 
want to help with organizing, contact Eric Carlson. 

St. John’s handbells have been shut up in their 
cases for several years now and would like some 
fresh air!  Are you interested in ringing for fun this 
summer (June-August)?  Maybe you’ve rung before, 

maybe you haven’t.  Either way there’s a 
place for you!  Stress-free; okay if you 

don’t read music.  Weekly meeting 
times can be planned around other 
summer activities.  Contact Louise 
White at 989-513-6332. 

Volunteers needed for the Great Lakes Bay Pride 
Festival, Saturday June 22. We are looking for 3 
people per 3-hour shift to be at our table to 
represent St. John's. Click the link below or point 
your smartphone camera at the QR  

code to sign up! 
 

      CLICK  
      HERE 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мф, at 2pm in the Sanctuary, Midland 
pianist and teacher, Dr. George Fee, will present his 

final Lecture Concert in the series, Going 
Behind the Notes: Exploring the Great 
Piano Composers.  /ƭŀǳŘŜ 5Ŝōǳǎǎȅ: Seeker 
of the Inexpressible.  Mark your calendars! 

2024 Garden Boxes at St. John’s 

Please help us if you can on Saturday, May 18, at 10 a.m. (after Midland Blooms) to spread soil and plant 
vegetable boxes for this year. Vegetables raised in the boxes used by the church are given to SAMS Pantry. 
Please send an email to Lee Smith at optimalvalue@att.net if you can help on May 18th.  

If you want your own box to raise vegetables for your family, sign up for a 
box. Applications are posted in the Parish Hall, available in the church 
office, or by email with a request for an application for a box to 
optimalvalue@att.net.  

Like the marines, we can always use a few good volunteers to help with 
tending the garden and harvesting the food for this summer. Email or call 
Lee Smith for details (optimalvalue@att.net or 989-859-9746). 

The May нƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ will be Sunday, May 
19.  Our topic, appropriate for Pentecost, is !Řǳƭǘ 

{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ.  Join Alissa 
after the 10 AM service to discuss 
what St. John’s currently has to 
offer and what you would like to 
see in the future. 

https://tinyurl.com/SubmitBanner
https://tinyurl.com/SubmitBanner
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4FA8AB2CA4F85-49580915-great
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4FA8AB2CA4F85-49580915-great
mailto:optimalvalue@att.net
mailto:optimalvalue@att.net
mailto:optimalvalue@att.net
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Women Journeying Together 
 
Our study of Jesus’ “I AM” statements in Rob Fuquay’s ¢ƘŜ DƻŘ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ 
Yƴƻǿ has provided much discussion and some fascinating insights into each 
of these statements in John’s Gospel. We will be concluding our study this 
month with a look at Jesus saying, “I AM the Way, the Truth, & the Life” (May 
9), and “I AM the resurrection and the life” (May 16), deep and important sayings for our 
faith. What exactly is Jesus saying, and what do these sayings ask of us as his followers?  
 
Later in May we will be looking at various studies to decide which we will be studying next 
year. We’ll look at short clips from the DVDs and at the study guides and/or books that go 

along with the DVD; then choose the ones we wish to pursue. We’ll conclude this year with a brown 
bag lunch in the courtyard. If you are thinking about perhaps “trying out” ²ƻƳŜƴ WƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ 
¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ, these would be good times to visit the group, see who we are and find out what we’re 
doing/planning for the next year. You are welcome to join us any Thursday in May or on June 6 for 
our luncheon by the garden!  
  
²ƻƳŜƴ WƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ meets each Thursday afternoon during the school year from 1:00 to 
about 2:30. We gather in the Activity Room, at the bottom of the stairs across from the church office. 
We study, share, pray for and with each other, laugh frequently, and occasionally go out to lunch 
together. Women of all ages are welcome to join us, for a special study or “forever”. If you have 
questions, please contact me, Marnie Bash, at mpbash@ameritech.net or come and join us any 
Thursday afternoon.  

A Moment with St. Martha 
 
{ǘΦ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ DǳƛƭŘ has several projects in the works. Our annual baby shower has 
started. There is a table set up in Williams Hall for donations. A list with the needed 
items is on the table. Carole Adams will take these items to various organizations 
for distribution to new mothers in May. 
 
Chris Schuster held a prayer bead workshop after our 
April meeting. The photo at right shows a sample of the 
handiwork by our members. 

 
{ǘΦ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ DǳƛƭŘ meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am 
in Williams Hall. In addition to the projects we support, we have some fun 
and fellowship. New members are always welcome, please join us.  

mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
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       BCP Spotlight 
          ōȅ 9ƭƭŜƴ aŎ±Ŝȅ 
 
19.  For Rogation Days (BCP, pgs 258-259) 
 
Happy Rogationtide! The BCP includes 3 prayers For Rogation Days (see Eric’s 
article, on the next page, for more information about Rogation Days).  Originally, 
Rogation Day prayers focused on blessing the fields at planting time but over the 
years the scope widened to include commerce and industry and stewardship of 
creation.  These prayers can be used on the traditional Rogation Days or at other 
times of the year to recognize different regional growing seasons or as may be 

appropriate.  
 
LΦ CƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ (This appears to have been greatly influenced by a prayer written by 
Bishop John Cosin and printed his 1627 /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ 5ŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎΦмύ  
 

Almighty God, Lord of heaven and earth: We humbly pray that your gracious 
providence may give and preserve to our use the harvests of the land and of the 
seas, and may prosper all who labor to gather them, that we, who are 
constantly receiving good things from your hand, may always give you thanks; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  !ƳŜƴΦ 

 
LLΦ CƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 

 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life shared our toil and 
hallowed our labor: Be present with your  people where they work; make those 
who carry on the industries and commerce of this land responsive to your will; 
and give to us all a pride in what we do, and a just return for our labor; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  !ƳŜƴΦ 

 
LLLΦ CƻǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ (In the 1928 BCP, this prayer was captioned “For Faithfulness in 
the Use of this World’s Goods” but the original was apparently a prayer “For the Rich” and was 
proposed to the 1889 General Convention.1) 
 

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living 
creature: Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that 
we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may be faithful 
stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  !ƳŜƴΦ 

 

1Marion J. Hatchett. /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tǊŀȅŜǊ .ƻƻƪ όNYC: Seabury PressΣ мфумύΣ нмпΦ 
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Church History in Three Minutes (or Less) 
      ōȅ 9ǊƛŎ /ŀǊƭǎƻƴ 

 
For several weeks, our weekly announcements have included a call for designs for 
a new parish banner (see announcement on page 7).  We hope to have it for the 
procession at Diocesan Convention in October.  Processions with parish banners 
have been a part of our history for over 1000 years.  An important procession 
time was Rogationtide.  Although you probably haven’t heard of it, it’s in the 
Book of Common Prayer – and it’s happening now (May 5-8). 
 
Rogation days (from Latin ǊƻƎŀǊŜ, meaning ‘to ask’) started as the Roman festival of Robigalia, in which 
processions and dog sacrifice aimed to appease Robigus, the deity responsible for crop disease.  A 
Christianized version (without dog-killing!) first appeared in France in the 5th century and Pope Leo III made it 
a general practice around 800.  In medieval England, Rogationtide processions involved handbells and 
banners, and the entire parish would walk around the parish boundaries, chanting psalms and stopping 
regularly to pray for healthy crops.  Huge parish meals were held, disputes among parishioners resolved, and 
a good time had by all.  The processions and feasts were rituals of inclusion, but also of exclusion, since they 
drove out the demons that caused bad weather, illness, and disputes. 
 
After the Reformation, Rogationtide processions fell into official disfavor because many aspects seemed 
“popish” and superstitious, and banners bore images of saints, to whom devotion was no longer approved.  
However, there were enough benefits to the practices that they were changed rather than abolished. 
Processions became “perambulations” and prayers were only to God not saints.  By the late 1600s, the 
annual event was called “beating the bounds” because its main function had become reminding people of 
the parish boundaries. (Maps were still a rarity.)  This had important (and potentially costly) consequences: 
into the 19th century, the poor were entitled to relief only in the parish where they were born. On occasion, 
pregnant poor women literally were shoved over the border between parishes to give birth and make their 
baby someone else’s tax burden!   
 
The English priest-poet John Keble (d.1866), in his poem “For the Rogation Days,” captures beautifully the 
Anglican understanding of the season.  There isn’t space here to print the poem, but here’s the link: https://
www.poetrynook.com/poem/rogation-days-0.  Happy Rogationtide! 

Men’s Breakfast — Monday, June 3 
 
Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast.  Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller 
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table. 

JOIN US for food and fellowship!! 

https://www.poetrynook.com/poem/rogation-days-0
https://www.poetrynook.com/poem/rogation-days-0
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Ten Midland area churches, including St. John’s Episcopal Church, worked together in 1969 to 
create IƻƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘŀȅ (formerly Midland Area Homes), a nonprofit organization whose mission 
is to prevent and combat homelessness. Will you join in support of this mission? Home to Stay 
is hosting its "Welcome Home" luncheon on Wednesday, May 22nd from 11:30 - 1:00 pm at 
the Midland County Country Club. RSVP to info@myhometostay.org or 989-496-9550. Lunch 
is free of charge. We hope you can attend! 

mailto:info@myhometostay.org
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Each month the tǊŀȅŜǊ /ƻǊƴŜǊ includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the 5ŀƛƭȅ tǊŀȅŜǊǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƛŘŜǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link on the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΧ  Ian Alsgaard, Cathy Chang & Juan 
Lopez, Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Janeene 
Brady, Kristi, Arra, Penny, Ashlee, Susan & 

Bob, Norma & Dean, Char Bakeman, Betty Kirkley, 
Mona Cline, Beth, and Susan. 

These parishioners serve St. Johnôs 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. Johnôs is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Pastoral Care 
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ƻǊ ƭŀȅ 
ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΚ     

 Χ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΚ  
 Χ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƭƛǎǘΚ   

With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information 
along to us so that we may respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more 
than once than not at all!  In the case of a pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please 
contact: The Rev. Alissa G. Anderson 616-540-9102 (cell). 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Chris Esquivel 
Chris Lauckner 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

DƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ aŀȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎΦΦΦ 

(Evidently no one gets married in May! J)  

¶ to add someone to the prayer list 
¶ inform us of your marriage date  
¶ inform us of your birth date 
¶ inform us if you’ve been baptized 

DƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ aŀȅ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎΧ 

  2 - Betsy Pierce 
  4 - Rev. Alissa Anderson 
  5 - Jeanne Black 
        Chris Lauckner 
  7 - Deborah Blackhurst 
  8 - Brandon Angell 
        Alicia Watt 
10 - Tony Dizon-Webb 
12 - Esme Latocki 
        Lee Smith 
13 - Toshia Albright 

        Fred Stoll 
17 - Rachel Blackhurst 
        Jan Morden 
19 - HJ Smith 
20 - Charlotte Bakeman 
22 - Julie Smith 
25 - Lori Pung 
        Rev. Mary Jo Schuetz 
28 - Olga Fagan 
        Karen Roberts 
30 - Jenni Stoll 

Contact the church office 
631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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Head of the Church  - Jesus Christ 
Ministers  -  All Our Members 

 
Clergy 
The Rev. Allissa G. Anderson ............................. wŜŎǘƻǊ 
 
Staff 
Chris Lauckner ............................ tŀǊƛǎƘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 
Dr. Amon Eady ................................. 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ 
Travis Fader ................................................... hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ 
Linda Germain .................... /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϧ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Colleen O’Dell ........................................... .ƻƻƪƪŜŜǇŜǊ 
Ellen Woodard ...................... !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 
Nick Lowthian ................................................... {ŜȄǘƻƴ 
Vickie Densmore ............................................... WŀƴƛǘƻǊ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vestry  -  Our Elected Leaders 
 
Class of 2025     Class of 2027 
Eric Carlson, /ƻ-²ŀǊŘŜƴ    Eric Heglin 
Bill Kent      Susan Rye, /ƭŜǊƪ 
Paul Tolly       Fred Schuster 
 
Class of 2026  
Deb Blackhurst 
Angela Garcia, /ƻ-²ŀǊŘŜƴ 
Gail Hoffman 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, call 

or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 

How to Connect 
with Rev. Alissa 

Schedule a time via Calendly 
 

CLICK HERE 

Drop in Coffee Shop Office Hours 
Thursdays, 9-11 am 
This month you can 
find her at Live Oak 
(711 Ashman St) 

Enjoy some music 
in our community! 

https://calendly.com/sjec-rector
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The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early June.  The final deadline for submissions is 

Monday, June 3.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming events and 
activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Rector - The Rev. Alissa G. Anderson 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland 

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

 We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  8:30am Chancel Choir Rehearsal………………. Choir Room 
  9:00am Fellowship Hour…………...……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Fellowship Hour……….………………… Williams Hall 
  2:00pm Youth Group……………………………… Activity Room 
  5:00pm NA……………………………………………... McNab Room 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement (1st & 3rd)….. Activity Rm 

Monday όtŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜ ƻǇŜƴ фŀƳ-оǇƳύ 

12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 
  6:00pm Make a Joyful Noise………………….. Activity Room 
  6:00pm Popup Bible Study…………………….…………..Library 

Tuesday όtŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜ ƻǇŜƴ фŀƳ-оǇƳύ  
10:00am Samaritan Fund Clients………………………... Library 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

 

Wednesday όtŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜ ƻǇŜƴ фŀƳ-оǇƳύ  
10:30am Women’s Bible Study….………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist………….. Sanctuary & Facebook 
  1:00pm Women Journeying Together....Activity Room 
  5:30pm Tai Chi 24 Forms…….……………….Williams Hall 
  6:30pm Meditation………………………………Williams Hall 

Thursday όtŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜ ƻǇŜƴ фŀƳ-оǇƳύ  
10:00am Love Knots (2nd & 4th)….…….... Williams Hall 

Friday όtŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜ ƻǇŜƴ фŀƳ-ƴƻƻƴύ  
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:45pm Peer Support Meeting…………… McNab Room 

Saturday 
12:00pm AA………………………………………... McNab Room 
  7:00pm NA………………………….………….…. McNab Room 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on Facebook.  Go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos.  A live service will have a red box with the word 

“Live” in the upper left-hand corner of the window.  All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.sjec-midland.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland

