
Contact the church office  
989-631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org) 

• To add someone to the prayer list 
• Request receipt of the weekly Worship++ email 
• Request receipt of the monthly Epistle 

We appreciate your ongoing support! 
St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and 
members.  Please consider making a gift today.  Visit 
tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC, mail your check to 
the church, place it in the drop box outside 
the office entrance, or point your phone’s 
camera here: 

The Coming Week at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Pastoral Care 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors? 
    … who is a patient in one of our area hospitals? 
    … who should be added to our prayer list? 
With their permission, please contact our church office 
and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a 
message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please 
contact:  Rev. Alissa Anderson 616-540-9102 (cell). 
These parishioners serve St. John’s through our Pastoral 
Care ministry.  St. John’s is grateful for their time and love 
of neighbor. Charles Bash  Faye Ebach 
  Chris Esquivel  Jan Marcou 
  Roni Rogers  Pat Roush 

Our Daily Prayers 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez, Beth 
Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent, Janeene Brady, Kristi, 

Arra, Penny, Ashlee, John Adams, Mike & Pat Wilson, 
Nancy Bossart, Char, and the family of Virgilene Tolly. 
Give thanks with those from St. John’s celebrating 
anniversaries this week… none 
Give thanks with those from St. John’s celebrating 
birthdays this week… 5-Mike Staloch, 6-Rebecca 
Wieland, 7-Ann Ousley, Heidi Varner 
Pray for the Diocesan Standing Committee and for the 
people of the Dioceses of  Eastern & Western Michigan; 
PRAY for St. Jude’s, Fenton - Susan Williams, Priest-in-
Charge; Grace Church, East Grand Rapids – Anne 
Schnaare, Rector 
In our international Anglican prayer cycle; PRAY for The 
Church of North India (United)  

 Sunday, 12/3 
  8:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
  8:30am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:00am - Intergenerational Advent Sunday School (Wms Hall) 
10:00am - Holy Eucharist* (& Sanctuary) 
11:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
11:00am - St. Martha’s Silent Auction (Williams Hall) 
  1:00pm - Girl Scout Troop 50402 (McNab Room) 
  2:00pm - Youth Group (Activity Room) 
  4:00pm - Confirmation Class (Activity Room) 
  5:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
6:30 pm - Bible in the Basement (Activity Room)   
6:30pm - Harmony Diversity Choir Rehearsal (Williams Hall) 
Monday, 12/4 
  8:00am - St. John’s Men’s Breakfast (Big Boy) 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  6:00pm - Make a Joyful Noise (Bell Zone) 
  6:00pm - Popup Bible Study (Waring Room) 
Tuesday, 12/5 
10:00am - Samaritan Fund (Waring Room) 
11:00am - Samaritan Fund Meeting (Waring Room) 
  1:00pm - Knitpickers (Williams Hall) 
Wednesday, 12/6 
10:00am - Women’s Bible Study (McNab Room) 
12:00pm - Holy Eucharist (Chapel—use office entrance) 
  5:30pm - Tai Chi - The 24 Forms (Williams Hall) 
  6:30pm - Meditation 
  7:00pm - MUM Strum (Williams Hall) 

Thursday, 12/7 
  1:00pm - Women Journeying Together (Activity Room) 
Friday, 12/8 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  5:45pm - Peer Support Meeting (McNab Room) 
Saturday, 12/9 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  3:00pm - ACA (McNab Room) 
  5:00pm - Preschool Family Movie Night (Williams Hall) 
  7:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
Sunday, 12/10 
  8:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
  8:30am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:00am - Intergenerational Advent Sunday School (Wms Hall) 
10:00am - Holy Eucharist* (& Sanctuary) 
11:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
11:00am - St. Martha’s Silent Auction (Williams Hall) 
11:30am - 2nd Sunday Sharing (Williams Hall) 
  2:00pm - Youth Group (Activity Room) 
  4:00pm - Confirmation Class (Activity Room) 
  5:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
  6:30pm - Harmony Diversity Choir Rehearsal (Williams Hall) 

*Facebook Live          +Zoom 

Point your phone’s camera here to view  
these announcements electronically 

Online Calendar: Click on the “Events” link at top right of 
our website & explore in a dynamic monthly or weekly 
format.  Click on an entry and, if info is available, a brief 
description will share more about that ministry or event.  
Keep tabs on all going on at St. John’s and share those 
happenings with others!   

mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.tinurl.com/Give2SJEC


Next Sunday’s Readings - December 10, 2023 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11  2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13         Mark 1:1-8 

Spend a bit of time this week looking at next  
Sunday’s readings. It’s a great way to prepare  

for worship and build a personal spiritual  
discipline of regular bible reading.  

“Preparing for Sunday” linked on our website: 
https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/
bb47mr95rd/  provides scripture passages, reflection 

and prayer resources for each week. 

Calling all St. John’s Men!! 
December 4, 8:00 AM 

Join us for food and fellowship at the Big 
Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. 

Alissa WILL NOT be holding  
Coffee Shop Office Hours this Week 

Stay tuned for next week’s location! 

We invite you to join us at the Temple Theater in Saginaw to 
Experience Christmas in a new and wonderful way – at NOEL!  

Advent Intergenerational Sunday School 
How Does a Weary World Rejoice?  Come and 
find out during Advent!  Each Sunday in 
Advent (Dec. 3-24), we will have 
intergenerational Sunday school at 9am in 
Williams Hall.  We will have impromptu skits, 

lessons, crafts, and fellowship.  Please join us as you 
wish!  We hope to see you and your family there! 

Help Support the Youth/Adult mission 
trip with Christian Appalachian Project 
by donating your clean recycled cans and 
bottles from now through May 2024.  

Every little bit helps!  Recycle bins are 
in Williams Hall.  Please do not crush 
the cans.  We can also arrange to do a 
pick up at your home.  Contact Denée 
Koonce (deknee@me.com) or Linda 
Germain (linda@sjec-midland.org) 

Rest for the Weary:  Advent Noon Offerings 
How does a weary world rejoice? Sometimes we need to slow 
down to be able to see the moments of hope and joy in a 
season. St. John’s always offers a noon Eucharist on 
Wednesdays, but for the 3 weeks of Advent we will also offer 
contemplative practices on Tuesdays (led by Chris Lauckner) 
and Thursdays (led by Alissa Anderson). Each begins at noon in 
the Chapel (enter via the office entrance) and lasts 
approximately 35-45 minutes, so suitable for a lunch break.   

Tuesdays – Contemplative Service: Rejoicing in a 
Weary World 
Wednesdays – Holy Eucharist, following the form 
of A New Zealand Prayer Book  
Thursdays – “Visio Divina” (divine seeing; a 
contemplative practice that involves viewing and 
reflecting on artwork) 

How does a weary world rejoice?  The Devotional 
Our friends at A Sanctified Art have provided an Advent 
devotional to go with our seasonal theme, and included a 
special e-reader version of this year’s devotional, which 
you can access on your computer and mobile devices:  

online.flippingbook.com/view/136123036/  
In order to protect their work, please refrain from sharing 
this link or posting it on social media. If you prefer to use 
a printed copy, please contact the office and Ellen will 
print one for you! 
 
 
 
 
 
point your smartphone’s 

camera here 

A Note from the Rector on Music and  
Instrument Use for Advent 

Those of you who attend our 10 am service may have 
noticed occasions where the organ has malfunctioned 
and needed to be restarted, or refused to work at all as it 
did a few weeks ago—or perhaps you haven’t noticed 
since Travis, our organist, is so skilled at pivoting quickly 
to the piano. While an organ task force comes together to 
discern future steps, I’m taking the opportunity of Advent 
to give the organ—and Travis—a temporary break from 
addressing its issues. The more contemplative tone of this 
season of anticipation is well-suited to piano, and I hope 
we will all benefit from a musical shift for a time. I also 
hope you’ll join me in thanksgiving for Travis, Amon, and 
all our wonderful musicians who help us worship. 

  Tree Decorating – After 10 am Service, 12/17 
Mark your calendars to join your St. John’s  
  family in preparing our sanctuary to  
    celebrate God becoming human at  
     Christmas. On Sunday, Dec. 17, we will  
      gather after the 10 am service for  
       refreshments, music, and decorating—  
       hope to see you there! 
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