
Contact the church office  
989-631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org) 

• To add someone to the prayer list 
• Request receipt of the weekly Worship++ email 
• Request receipt of the monthly Epistle 

We appreciate your ongoing support! 
St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and 
members.  Please consider making a gift today.  Visit 
tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC, mail your check to 
the church, place it in the drop box outside 
the office entrance, or point your phone’s 
camera here: 

The Coming Week at St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Pastoral Care 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors? 
    … who is a patient in one of our area hospitals? 
    … who should be added to our prayer list? 
With their permission, please contact our church office 
and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a 
message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please 
contact:  Rev. Alissa Anderson 616-540-9102 (cell). 
These parishioners serve St. John’s through our Pastoral 
Care ministry.  St. John’s is grateful for their time and love 
of neighbor. Charles Bash  Faye Ebach 
  Chris Esquivel  Jan Marcou 
  Roni Rogers  Pat Roush 

Our Daily Prayers 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez, Beth 
Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent, Janeene Brady, Kristi, 
Arra, Penny, Ashlee, John Adams, Nancy Bossart, 
Char, the family of Mike Wilson, the family of 

Virgilene Tolly, and Jonathan. 
Give thanks with those from St. John’s celebrating 
anniversaries this week… 30-Stan & Mona Cline 
Give thanks with those from St. John’s celebrating 
birthdays this week… 24-Theo Wilson, 25-Michael Hart, 
26-Betty Kirkley, 27-Charles Sharp 
Pray for the Diocesan Standing Committee and for the 
people of the Dioceses of  Eastern & Western Michigan; 
PRAY for Presiding Bishop, and the Diocesan Staff of 
Eastern and Western Michigan 
In our international Anglican prayer cycle; PRAY for The 
Episcopal Church in the Philippines  

Sunday, 12/24 
  8:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
  8:30am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:00am - Intergenerational Advent Sunday School (Wms Hall) 
10:00am - Holy Eucharist* (& Sanctuary) 
11:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
  5:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
  7:00pm - Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary) 
Monday, 12/25 - PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
Tuesday, 12/26 - PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
Wednesday, 12/27 
10:00am - Women’s Bible Study (McNab Room) 
12:00pm - Holy Eucharist (Chapel—use office entrance) 
  5:30pm - Tai Chi - The 24 Forms (Williams Hall) 
  6:30pm - Meditation 
Thursday, 12/28 
10:00am - Love Knots (Williams Hall) 

Friday, 12/29 - PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  5:45pm - Peer Support Meeting (McNab Room) 
Saturday, 12/30 
12:00pm - AA (McNab Room) 
  3:00pm - ACA (McNab Room) 
  7:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 
Sunday, 12/31 
  8:00am - Holy Eucharist (Sanctuary) 
  8:30am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
10:00am - Holy Eucharist* (& Sanctuary) 
11:00am - Fellowship Hour (Williams Hall) 
  1:00pm - Girl Scout Troop 50402 (McNab Room) 
  4:00pm - Youth Group (Activity Room) 
  5:00pm - NA (McNab Room) 

*Facebook Live          +Zoom 

Point your phone’s camera here to view  
these announcements electronically 

Online Calendar: Click on the “Events” link at top right of 
our website & explore in a dynamic monthly or weekly 
format.  Click on an entry and, if info is available, a brief 
description will share more about that ministry or event.  
Keep tabs on all going on at St. John’s and share those 
happenings with others!   

mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.tinurl.com/Give2SJEC


Next Sunday’s Readings - December 31, 2023 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Galations 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
Psalm 147:13-21  John 1:1-18 
Spend a bit of time this week looking at next  

Sunday’s readings. It’s a great way to prepare  
for worship and build a personal spiritual  

discipline of regular bible reading.  
“Preparing for Sunday” linked on our website: 

https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/
bb47mr95rd/  provides scripture passages, reflection 

and prayer resources for each week. 

The Parish Office will be CLOSED 

Monday, December 25 
Tuesday, December 26 
Friday, December 29 
Monday, January 1 

Alissa WILL NOT be holding 
Coffee Shop Office Hours this Week 

Stay tuned for the next location! 

 
 

Christmas at St. John’s 

Sunday, Dec. 24—7pm Christmas Eve Service 
In the Sanctuary.  Will also be livestreamed on Facebook) 

Monday, Dec. 25—10am, Christmas Day Worship 
Gathering in Williams Hall around the fireplace. 

Sunday,  
January 28, 2024 

 
 

Mark your calendars, save the date and be on the 
look out for further details, coming soon! 

WORSHIP SERVERS!!  It’s that time 
again.  Karen Newhouse has probably  
already emailed you so get back to her  
at kbnew40@yahoo.com with your  
serving availability for the coming months. 

Ministry Leaders 

The end of the 
year is coming fast!  Please 
submit your Annual Report to 
the office BEFORE January 5, 
2024.  

Thank you!!     office@sjec-midland.org 

What Does the Art Form Above the Altar Represent? 

The artistic piece above the altar is a representation of 
waves of water rushing around in a circle. The waves 
depict our personal ‘rushing’ in life and the world. We 
experience weariness, anxiety, and negativity taken on by 
the forceful action of being rushed, and yet we also 
experience connection, amazement, and hope 
throughout the Advent Season in our preparation of the 
arrival of God, Incarnate as we celebrate Christmas Day 
and each time, we celebrate the bread and wine made 
into Christ’s Body and Blood. We share the Eucharist, 
ingesting sacred food and drink to sustain our going out 
into the world only to make it a better place, 
overshadowing the ‘rush’, the waves of weariness, 
anxiety, and negativity.  

The second Sunday after Christmas is the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord. Jesus hears: “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.” Even living in the 
‘rushing’ waters, being a part of the waves of life and as 
we swirl around and around, we take moments to focus 
on the fact that God is the primary source of our joy. And, 
in turn, we believe we are the source of God’s joy.  

Reflection Question: Considering the ministry of Jesus, his 
ministry of teaching, healing, and dying on a cross, wasn’t 
his hearing the words: “You are my beloved Son; with you 
I am well pleased” a rejoice-filled moment as he 
experienced weariness in a weary world?  

God is the primary source of our joy; we are the source of 
God’s joy.  

 

Creation: ‘The Rush of Water … Weariness & Joy’ 
 

Artist: Ms. Ellen Keeler  
for St. John’s Episcopal Church-Midland 

As the year-end  
approaches, we greatly appreciate  
your financial gifts. Whether you are  
completing your 2023 pledge or making  
a one-time gift in the spirit of the season,  
all contributions help us live out our mission  
      of Linking Lives in the Love of Christ. 
 

 Access online    
giving here:    

https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/bb47mr95rd/
https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/bb47mr95rd/
https://www.preparingforsunday.com/Lectionary/bb47mr95rd/
mailto:kbnew40@yahoo.com
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org





