
October 2023 

Dear St. John’s Community, 
 
Hello! I’m so glad to be here with you, and so excited to see what we can do 
together. This time of settling in with my family and learning the ropes here at 
St. John’s is beautifully chaotic, and I thank you for your grace and patience as I 
navigate this beginning. In this early stage I want to prioritize building 
relationships—I want to get to know you! I want to hear about your life with 
God and the things that tug at your heart and your biggest dreams for St. John’s. 
Of course I can’t do that on my own, so I’ve included some ways we can 
connect.  

A wonderful gift you could give to me, not just now but in the months and years 
to come, is if you want to talk to me, or meet with me, or have me visit—reach 
out and let me know. I am always eager to do so, but while I can try to guess 
when you might like a call or visit, I’m not great at doing so, and a direct ask would be so welcomed 
and appreciated. Here are ways to get started: 

Schedule a meeting: I’m using the Calendly platform to streamline some of my scheduling. You can 
find my scheduling page by going to https://calendly.com/sjec-rector. I would 
love for you to sign up to meet with me—you’ll find there are multiple options; 
perhaps something will speak to you. Not so computer-friendly? That’s fine! 

You can always set up a meeting by emailing, calling, or stopping by the office. 

Watch for church-sponsored gatherings: Several parishioners have volunteered 
to host gatherings for parishioners where we can get to know each other better. 
Watch for future news and announcements. 

Find me at Coffee Shop Office Hours:  Midland has 
some wonderful coffee shops, and 
starting soon on Thursdays from 9-
11 I will be visiting different coffee 
shops with my laptop. This is a 
great way to get some work done 
while also being visible in the 

community. I’ll be sharing the locations ahead of time 
and welcome anyone who would like to drop in to share 
a coffee or some time to chat. 
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Social media: I’m mainly on Facebook, though not a terribly frequent poster. I won’t initiate a 
Facebook connection, but if you are on the platform and want to connect, you are 
welcome to “friend” me (as some of you have). I’ll add that I view Facebook as sort of a 
semi-public platform: I don’t post anything I would like to keep confidential, but I do 
sometimes share more of my personal life and personal opinions than I might in the 
context of my pastoral/professional role. And finally, don’t let a social media 

connection keep you from sharing a pastoral need with me—just because something is posted to 
Facebook doesn’t necessarily mean I’ve seen it! 

Name tags: Wearing your name tags will not only help me learn your names, it 
will help me call you by name while I do—so when you take the step to do this, 
know that I appreciate it! 

Looking forward to seeing you soon, and to building God’s kingdom together! 
 
 
 

Alissa+  

continued from previous page   

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF CHANGE: 

WOMEN IN MINISTRY 
 

The 2023 Joint Assembly of the DOK and ECW  

The Daughters of the King and Episcopal Church 

Women invite all women across Eastern and 

Western Michigan to join them for their special 

2023 joint assembly, taking place on Saturday, 

November 4th at St. John's, 206 W. Maple St., 

Mount Pleasant, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. You do 

not need to be a current member of the DOK or 

ECW to join this exciting gathering.  

They will be screening The Philadephia Eleven, a new documentary telling the story of the first women to be 
ordained in The Episcopal Church as we prepare to celebrate the 50th anniversary of this transformational 
occasion next year in 2024.  A panel discussion will follow with several clergy women sharing their 
experiences, including some who were ordained in the early days of women's ordination. Together, we will 
consider our experiences in the church as women, the historic and current challenges, and the changes we've 
experienced over the last fifty years since the historic ordination in Philadelphia. A Q&A will follow the panel 
discussion.  The cost to attend is $20 per person, payable online or by check at the door. The deadline to 
register is Oct. 15 (click here).  Contact Ellen McVey if you’d like to carpool. 

https://eastmich.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=e22a99fa88&e=b9ac00dd7b
https://eastmich.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=98ea7fc1ec&e=b9ac00dd7b
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St. 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N. Saginaw Rd., Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   
This link will take you to a screen where you 
will enter the amount of your donation, and 

designate a specific 
purpose or fund.  Enter 
your email address as 
well, and you’ll receive 
an electronic receipt. 

You can also access electronic giving from the 
upper right-hand corner of our webpage, from 
the pinned post on our Facebook page, or by 
pointing your phone’s camera to this QR code. 

If you have any questions about your continued financial support of St John’s, 
please call the church office and your call will be directed to the appropriate 
staff person. Thank you for your generosity! 

September Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

You can find older services on this page: 
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos 

14th Sunday after Pentecost (September 3) 
Holy Eucharist 

16th Sunday after Pentecost (September 17) 
Holy Eucharist 

15th Sunday after Pentecost (September 10) 
Holy Eucharist 

17th Sunday after Pentecost (September 24) 
Holy Eucharist 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/272841552278971
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/272841552278971
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/840763694226207
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/840763694226207
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/3559420821041535
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/3559420821041535
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/317174727660284
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/317174727660284
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Fall Commitment Program 
September 17 - November 19 

Pledge materials have been mailed.  If you didn’t 
receive them, contact the parish office; or click here 
https://sjec-midland.org/fall-commitment-program/; 

or point your smartphone’s camera here: 

https://sjec-midland.org/fall-commitment-program/
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It’s almost Diocesan Convention time!!   
 
On Friday, October 27 and Saturday, October 28, delegates 
from each church in The Episcopal Dioceses of Eastern and 
Western Michigan will gather at the Horizons Center in 
Saginaw to conduct the business of our respective dioceses. 
This will be our 4th joint convention.  While each diocese will 
meet separately to conduct its respective business, most of 
our time will be spent in joint sessions to learn, share 
information, participate in workshops, and worship together.   
 

The workshops, joint sessions, and keynote address will all reflect the theme of  COLLABORATIVE 
INNOVATIVE COURAGEOUS DISCIPLESHIP which comes from the mission statement developed by 
the Building Bridges Steering Committee: 

 

Called by Christ to proclaim and embody God’s boundless love for all creation, we grow: 

• Collaborative communities of faith, walking the journey together; 
• Innovative ministries, stretching beyond our walls; 
• Courageous disciples, striving to transform systems of justice. 

We nurture relentless hope for a world longing for mercy, restoration, and peace. 
 

The elected lay convention delegates from St. John’s are Eric Carlson, Gail Hoffman, Tom Lane, and 
Ellen McVey.  Rev. Alissa will also participate.  While only delegates can vote during diocesan business 
sessions, all are welcome to attend all convention activities.  The cost to attend as a Visitor is $75-
$100 and registration is required.  The deadline to register and submit payment is Tuesday, October 
10. Register using this link - Register - or go to www.eastmich.org/register.  The business sessions, 
joint sessions, and keynote address will also be livestreamed on the diocesan Facebook page - Eastern 
Michigan.   
 

Information for the diocesan business meetings is available in the online convention booklet, 
including a detailed (but subject to change) schedule, nominees for election, and other materials for 
our gathering. Click here to access the Convention Booklet. The budget documents are also available, 
linked from the booklet and from our website - https://eastmich.org/convention/. The booklet will 
continue to be updated as we approach convention, with a final version available after October 19th.  
The convention booklet is a useful resource to learn about diocesan governing bodies,  the various 
ministries available throughout the dioceses, etc.  
 

As we prepare for convention, we invite you to pray for our gathering: 
 

Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with 
those who will take counsel at the Fourth Joint Convention of the Episcopal Dioceses of 
Eastern and Western Michigan for the renewal and mission of your Church. Teach us in 
all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and 
grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://eastmich.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=6273026a71&e=b9ac00dd7b
http://www.eastmich.org/register
http://facebook.com/dioeastmich
http://facebook.com/dioeastmich
https://eastmich.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=5de61db331&e=b9ac00dd7b
https://eastmich.org/convention/
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Men’s Breakfast — Monday, November 6 
 
Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast.  Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller 
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table. 

JOIN US for food and fellowship!! 

Women Journeying Together 
 
We have been having interesting, informative, and fun discussions in Woman 
Journeying Together this past month as we looked into the later history of the Old 
Testament, the years leading up to and following the Exile to Babylon by the people 
of Judah. We will finish this study in mid-October and will begin our next study, 
When the Game Is Over, It All Goes Back into the Box with John Ortberg at the end of the 
month. Ortberg, with his humor and genius for storytelling, talks about what is really 
important in our lives. It looks to be a lively and enjoyable study.  

  
 Our schedule for October:  
 
   Oct 5 – The Late Old Testament Period, Prof. Isaiah Gafni  
 Oct 12 – Return from Exile, Prof. AJ Levine 
 Oct 19 – The Persian Period, Prof. Isaiah Gafni  
 Oct 26 – It All Goes Back into the Box, John Ortberg  
 

Women Journeying Together meets each Thursday afternoon during the school year from 
1:00 to about 2:30. We meet in the Activity Room, at the bottom of the stairs across from the 
church office. We study, share, pray for and with each other, laugh frequently, and 
occasionally go out to lunch together. Women of any age are welcome to join us, for a special 
study or “forever”. If you have questions, please contact me, Marnie Bash, at 
mpbash@ameritech.net. Come and join us any Thursday afternoon!  

mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
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Meet St. John’s Interim Children & Youth Director 
Linda Germain 

  
Q:  Can you share some biographical notes with us? 
  
I have been attending St. John’s on and off for close to twenty years when 
my parents first started coming here in the early 2000s.  I have always 
been drawn to the friendly and welcoming atmosphere that the church 
extends to everyone.  My husband Tony and I have started to call St 
John’s our church for about five years and have enjoyed getting to know 
everyone.  Our two kids Nathan (8) and Abby (6) have enjoyed the 
children’s time at St John’s in their own ways.  I have always had a passion 
for children and youth, and reaching them at their levels for fun and 
growth.  I volunteered and served as a board member at their preschool 
for four years as they were attending.  I assisted the lead teacher for three years with summer 
camps at the preschool, which turned into a part time para-professional position after Abby 
started kindergarten.  I have been an active assistant coach for most of Nathan’s baseball little 
league seasons.  This year I was given the opportunity to take on the Interim Children and 
Youth Director position at St John’s and have been enjoying the opportunity to teach, 
encourage, have fun, and motivate the children and youth of our congregation.  Children are 
the future, we must help guide them as adults to become good people. 
  
Q:  After interviewing what did you learn about St. John’s?  How did this shape your 
approach to your ministry? 
  
I learned that there is a lot of room for growth and rebuilding of our children and youth 
programs.  The world is full of possibilities, and I have been given the opportunity to work 
with volunteers, parents, and their families to create an inviting and expandable set of 
programs to offer.  The ability to have built in mentors as well as the flexibility to try new 
things has been amazing.  The collaboration of new and old is proving to be successful and 
encouraging to bringing the children and youth into the church.  My hope is to continue to 
invite the children and youth into our different programs and reach each of them with 
kindness, understanding, God’s words and a little fun! 
 
Q:  If you had an extra 24 hours in a month, how would you spend it? 
  
It would depend on if it was kid free or not.  I know every parent says the same thing if they 
have kids at home!  If I had 24 hours extra a month to spend kid free, I would enjoy a meal 
with Tony, reading, watching a movie, and just relaxing without anywhere to go.  If I had an 
extra 24 hours a month that included my kids, I would find a fun family activity to do.  We 
would probably enjoy a movie and playing games at home just relaxing together.  Relaxing is 
always my family’s go to if we have no activities scheduled. 
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This month there are a number of books on the Feature Shelf containing what I call “Bible tales”; the story 
originates from a person or incident mentioned in the Bible, but either add lots of possible details that we 
find missing in the original story, or they use an incident as a jumping off place to 
weave a story of alternative possibilities. I believe some of the books were actually 
aimed at children, but they’re still fun for parents and other adults to read: The Spy 
on Noah’s Ark, and The Spy on Jacob’s Ladder, both by Lindsay Freman. Liz Curtis 
Higgs has a pair, Bad Girls of the Bible and Really Bad Girls of the Bible; in these she 
transports a Biblical story into more modern times and looks at how it might sound if 
being told today before going on to talk about the actual story in the Bible. 
Daughters of the Desert looks at stories of women who are found in the Christian 
tradition, the Jewish tradition, and in the Muslim tradition; an interesting look at 
some less familiar stories based on sacred writings. Herbert O’Driscoll weighs in with 

two books, Conversations in Time in which he imagines 
having a sustained conversation with a Biblical character, 
and Confound Them, a takeoff of CS Lewis’ Screwtape 
Letters which looks at issues in the church in the late 20th 
Century.  The Triumph of Eve & Other Subversive Bible 
Tales by Matt Biers-Ariel starts with a familiar Biblical 
personage but takes the story into very unexpected territory.  
 

Most of these books contain a number of short stories so that you can pick and choose which ones to read 
and enjoy in a fairly short period. They can be enjoyed and then, hopefully, you’ll return to the original in the 
Bible and read the story with new eyes. Enjoy the Bible tales this month; most of them are a lot of fun!     

 Library News 
        by Marnie Bash 

Updates from 
the Preschool 

 

❖ We finished our first three weeks of preschool at the end of September.  

❖ We have had two field trips:  Jack Barstow Airport and Grandma's Pumpkin 
Patch. 

❖ We are looking forward to trick-or-treating with the church staff and preschool 
families on Halloween.  

❖ Our next fundraiser runs October 16 to November 2.  Information coming soon 
for church members who would like to order Winter scented candles from 
Coyer to support scholarships at LTCP. 
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       BCP Spotlight 
          by Ellen McVey 
 
One of the treasures of the Anglican Communion is the variety of Books of Common Prayer 
that exist.  The BCP and alternative liturgies we use are unique to the Episcopal Church USA 
and differ from the 1662 BCP used in the Church of England.  Similarly, there are other 
prayer books used around the world that reflect a country’s unique language and cultural 
context.  One of the most beautiful of these is A New Zealand Prayer Book (NZPB) that was 
“created in our own Pacific cultural setting and shaped by our scholarship. It belongs to our 
environment and our people.”  
 

The NZPB has a Night Prayer similar to our Compline (pronounced COM-plin) prayer. As explained in the NZPB  
this prayer “has sometimes been described as the ‘goodnight prayer of the Church’. It rounds off the day and 
prepares us for a quiet night.”  
  

Here is my favorite prayer from the NZPB Night Prayer service…  
 

Lord, it is night. 
The night is for stillness.  

Let us be still in the presence of God. 
It is night after a long day. 

What has been done has been done; what has not been 
done has not been done; let it be. 

The night is dark. 
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you. 

The night is quiet. 
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no peace. 

The night heralds the dawn. 
Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities. 

In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

If you are interested, here are few ways you can further explore the NZPB:  

1) There is a copy in our St. John’s library (thank you, Marnie!) 
2) You can view it online at  https://anglicanprayerbook.nz/ 
3) You can purchase it online by searching on “A New Zealand Prayer Book”. 

Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast Online 

https://anglicanprayerbook.nz/
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=a651f67cbe
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=a651f67cbe
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=a651f67cbe
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Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers 
for the Wider Church.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link on the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

Please keep the following people in your 
prayers…  Ian Alsgaard, Cathy Chang & Juan 
Lopez, Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent, 
Janeene Brady, Kristi, Arra, Penny, Ashlee, the 
family of Nellie Harrison, Steven, Krista Rodino, 

Jenni Stoll & the Anderson family, and Stephen. 

These parishioners serve St. John’s 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. John’s is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Chris Esquivel 
Bob Estabrook 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

Pastoral Care 
 
Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral visit from our clergy or lay visitors?     
  
 … who is a patient in one of our area hospitals?  

 … who should be added to our prayer list?   
 
With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: The Rev. Alissa G. Anderson 616-540-9102 (cell) . 

Give thanks with those celebrating October 
Birthdays... 

  4 - Adam & Sara Philo 
15 - James Stefanski & Jason Wright 
23 - Jerry & Margo Nielsen 

• to add someone to the prayer list 
• inform us of your marriage date  
• inform us of your birth date 
• inform us if you’ve been baptized 

Give thanks with those celebrating October 
Anniversaries... 

  1 - Roni Rogers 
        Ryan Moeggenberg 
  2 - Dick White 
  6 - The Rev. Mike Wilson 
  8 - Wendy Thompson 
11 - Linda Leckrone 
13 - Stan Cline 

16 - Dave Kempsell 
19 - Leyna Gruhzit 
24 - Alice Stoll 
26 - Sara Philo 
28 - Lizzie Albright 
29 - Mark McCartney 

Contact the church office 
631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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Head of the Church  - Jesus Christ 
Ministers  -  All Our Members 

 
Clergy 
The Rev. Allissa G. Anderson ............................. Rector 
 
Staff 
Chris Lauckner ............................ Parish Administrator 
Dr. Amon Eady ................................. Director of Music 
Travis Fader ................................................... Organist 
Linda Germain ....... Interim Children & Youth Director 
Colleen O’Dell ........................................... Bookkeeper 
Ellen Woodard ...................... Administrative Assistant 
Nick Lowthian ................................................... Sexton 
Vickie Densmore ............................................... Janitor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vestry  -  Our Elected Leaders 
 
Class of 2024  
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Ellen McVey, Co-Warden 
 
Class of 2025   Class of 2026 
Eric Carlson   Deb Blackhurst, Co-Warden 
Bill Kent    Tony Germain 
Paul Tolly    Gail Hoffman 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, call 

or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 
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The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early November.  The final deadline for submissions 

is Monday, November 6.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming 
events and activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Rector - The Rev. Alissa G. Anderson 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland                                                                @LinkingLive s  

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

 We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  8:30am Chancel Choir Rehearsal………………. Choir Room 
  9:00am Fellowship Hour…………...……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Fellowship Hour……….………………… Williams Hall 
  2:00pm Youth Group……………………………… Activity Room 
  5:00pm NA……………………………………………... McNab Room 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement (1st & 3rd)….. Activity Rm 

Monday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm) 

12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 
  6:00pm Make a Joyful Noise………………….. Activity Room 
  6:00pm Popup Bible Study……………………………..Library 

Tuesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Samaritan Fund Clients………………………... Library 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

 

Wednesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Women’s Bible Study….………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist………….. Sanctuary & Facebook 
  5:30pm Tai Chi in the Garden……………….….. Courtyard 
  6:30pm Meditation………………………………….. Courtyard 
  7:00pm MUM Strum (1st & 3rd)……….... Williams Hall 

Thursday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Love Knots (2nd & 4th)….…….... Williams Hall 

Friday (Parish Office open 9am-noon)  
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:45pm Peer Support Meeting…………… McNab Room 

Saturday 
12:00pm AA………………………………………... McNab Room 
  3:00pm ACA………………………………………. McNab Room 
  7:00pm NA………………………….………….…. McNab Room 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on Facebook.  Go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos.  A live service will have a red box with the word 
“Live” in the upper left-hand corner of the window.  All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

https://twitter.com/LinkingLives
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.sjec-midland.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland

