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Aty Y They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending
< o out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when

ootedan
) bun d ance heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the

year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not
cease to bear fruit. - Jeremiah 17:8

The theme of our 2023 annual stewardship campaign is Rooted in Abundance. Plant roots are below the
surface. What’s visible above ground reflects the health of the root. Mature root systems can look like a
tangled mess, yet it is through those networks that information and resources are transmitted to the rest of
the plant. Much is needed for a root system to remain healthy.

Being “Rooted in Abundance” we believe deep down below the surface that God will provide what is needed
for us, individually and collectively, to be the local expression of the body of Christ. We acknowledge this in
our Sunday liturgy when at 8:00 we say, “All things come of thee, O Lord...” and at 10:00 we pray “God of
abundance...”. This belief in God’s abundance allows us to act boldly, with confidence, but not recklessly.
Roots can be strong and tender. Roots need tending.

This theme describes our church community and how we share our gifts so generously with each other. It
also recognizes the gifts that have been entrusted to us through past generations. Our roots go deep.

Our giving tradition at St. John’s has always been focused on how we share all of our gifts — not just our
financial gifts. A church needs new ideas, creative people to lead, individuals who know how to solve complex
problems, volunteers to keep our ministries focused on our neighbors. We usually talk about this in a three-
fold way: wealth, works, and wisdom. If any one of these areas is missing from our community, we are
diminished.

Each of us has a gift, some of us have many. For some it is providing food, others sing, we are grateful for
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August Worship Links
Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.
If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.

The Transfigutation (August 6) 12th Sunday after Pentecost (August 20)
Holy Eucharist Holy Eucharist
11th Sunday after Pentecost (August 13) 13th Sunday after Pentecost (August 27)
Holy Eucharist Holy Eucharist

You can find older services on this page:
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos

WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT!

St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members. Pledges and gifts to St.
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N. Saginaw Rd., Midland, Ml

48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.

8= ST, JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

This link will take you to a screen where you 1" lnking lves in the love of Chrst
will enter the amount of your donation, and Welcome to St John's Episcapal Church
posts designate a specific Giing Detais
L St.John's Episcopal Church - Midiand, MI purpose or fund Enter Give | $0.00 to | Selecta fund v [ optional memo serimmD
1™ Published by Ken Hitch [7] - May 6 at 5:11 PM - @ *
ake a gift to St. John's, click the below lin 1 -mail Address
i oS bl SRR your email address as .
| well, and you’ll receive | Continue |
We appreciate your . .
ongoing support! an electronic receipt. B ———

o You can also access electronic giving from the /<eweo~u~E)

Visit tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC or mail your check
10405 N Saginaw Rd, Midland, MI 48640

e e e s || UPPET right-hand corner of our webpage, from

commitment can also be made online or by mail. WITH EVERYTHING WE'VE GOT ABOUT Us

i i the pinned post on our Facebook page, or by
pointing your phone’s camera to this QR code. —> E

If you have any questions about your continued financial support of St John’s,
please call the church office and your call will be directed to the appropriate
staff person. Thank you for your generosity!
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Seeking Element Bearers

Element Bearers carry bread and wine

from the back of the church to the altar

for use in communion during the 10am
services on Sunday, and at other services
throughout the Liturgical year. Suspended dur-
ing the pandemic, we would now like to resume
this ministry.

If you are interested in serving St. John’s in this
capacity, please contact Karen Newhouse
(kbnew40@yahoo.com).

Ushers / Greeters Needed

USHERS If you have an interest in being an Usher/Greeter or just curious what this role
involves, now's your chance! The Welcoming Committee is looking for
o existing ushers/greeters to continue in their great work and encouraging
'I anyone interested to give it a try! You can be involved as an individual or with
a friend/spouse/child/youth. The commitment could be as little as once every
three months. If you would like more information or would like to get involved please reach
out to Linda Germain (lkestabrook@gmail.com) by September 10th.

SIGN UP TO HOST COFFEE HOUR!

Please consider signing up to host a fellowship hour on an upcoming
Sunday.

A signup is posted on the bulletin board outside Williams Hall with
available Sundays through the end of the year. Guidelines for hosting are
also posted. If you have any questions, contact Tony Germain (989-430-
0210 / germainaj@gmail.com)
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Women Journeying Together

Women Journeying Together has begun again for this year. Our first study is To Exile

and Beyond, a look at the later history of the Old Testament and the changes in the

Jewish faith during this period. It will involve looking at several different books of

the Bible to tell this story - history, prophets, psalms - and different video studies

along the way. We hope it will be an exciting dive into a part of the Old Testament that is not
as well known as the earlier stories found there. We begin on Thursday, September 7, with an
introduction to the topic and then work into the story on Sept. 14.

9/7 — Introduction, DVDs by Rabbi Evan Moffic and Sandra Richter
9/14 — Prophets and the Fall of the Northern Kingdom, AJ Levine
9/21 — The Southern Kingdom, AJ Levine
9/28 — The Babylonian Exile, A) Levine
10/5 — New Challenges of the Late Biblical Period, Isaiah Gafni

A Lt

but my stead fast

not depart from y
“lsaish 34:90

Join us any Thursday afternoon at 1:00 in the Activity Room to be a part of this exciting study!

Women Journeying Together meets each Thursday afternoon during the school year from
1:00 to about 2:30. We meet in the Activity Room, at the bottom of the stairs across from the
church office. We study, share, pray for and with each other, laugh frequently, and
occasionally go out to lunch together. Women of any age are welcome to join us, for a special
study or “forever”. If you have questions, please contact me, Marnie Bash, at
mpbash@ameritech.net. Come and join us Thursday afternoons!

/’——-\_/

Men’s Breakfast — Monday, October 2

Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s
Breakfast. Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table.

JOIN US for food and fellowship!!
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Library News

by Marnie Bash

As we head into the fall and school begins again, the books this month are designed to help you get into and
understand the Bible just a little bit better. There are many books about the Bible in the library; | have chosen
a few to help organize what you see in the Bible, and some which help us understand how to read and

interpret what we read.

Journey through the Bible from Guideposts guides you through the stories, book by book. What the Bible Is
All About, by Henrietta Mears, is a classic look at each book of the Bible, its type, and its stories. Parallel
Gospels in Harmony, by David Reed, sets all 4 gospels side by side for comparison of the stories and ideas, a
fascinating activity. There is also a Handbook of Life in Bible Times and Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps
and Charts, both very handy in getting some additional insight into what we’ve read.

The other set of books offers ideas about how many different people approach the Bible and interpret it.
There are books from Jaroslav Pelikan, Tom Wright, Rob Bell, Bart Ehrman, and Peter Enns, plus several
others. These scholars and theologians help us to understand the many ways people have looked at the Bible
over the years. Look for Whose Bible Is It (Pelikan), The Last Word (Wright), What Is the Bible? (Bell),
Misquoting Jesus (Ehrman) or How the Bible Actually Works by Peter Enns, as well as several others.

We are all familiar with many stories and parts of the Bible; try some of these suggested books and learn how
those stories and ideas fit together, and how different people look at them. They may take a bit deeper
reading than the novels and biographies offered during the summer, but they will be well worth your time

and effort to read!

Joyful Noise begins
D) Monday, September 11

37
//é free class offered for children ages 4
through 5th grade that meets on

Mondays from 6:00-6:45 pm. All are Welcome! [f
you have any questions please email Joyful Noise at
joyfulnoise48640@gmail.com.

Joyful Noise Music and Motion is a

EYE (Episcopal Youth Event) News

/

V

Youth group meets from 3:00-5:00
pm on Sundays in the Activity
Room downstairs. We are starting

The Welcome Committee
is working on updating our
church directory. We

need your help! Please UPDATE °
contact the office ASAP to °®
verify your current k (XN X J

information. We would also like to add pictures to
our directory. This will help our new Rector get to
know our faces and to be honest, help the rest of us
too! Please email your pictures to the office ASAP
(office@sjec-midland.org). If you have any
guestions, need help, or need a picture taken, please
contact Linda Germain (linda@sjec-midland.org).

off our fall with a 4-week study on Christian representation in popular films.

/ We are also still taking both youth and adult sign-ups for our June 2024 mission trip to
Kentucky with Christian Appalachian Project. For more information please reach out to

Denée Koonce at deknee@me.com. We need a commitment by the end of September to be able to hold our

dates with the program. Friends welcome!
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BCP Spotlight
by Ellen McVey

The Book of

Common Prayer

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

These words make up the doxology we sing during the 10:00 Eucharist after the
communion hymn. Its opening notes signal us to stand up as the ushers bring the offertory
plates forward to be blessed on the altar. But where does this doxology come from? You
may be surprised to know that it does NOT come from the BCP! But since it’s an important
part of our liturgy | thought its origins were worthy of being addressed.

A “doxology” is defined by The Episcopal Church as “Words of glory (from the Greek doxa logos) or praise to
God, usually in a trinitarian form...”. There are different types of doxologies — in Protestant churches the
“Praise God...” is typically sung at the presentation of the offerings. (Another doxology is “Glory be to the
Father...” It is also known as the Gloria Patri or the Lesser Doxology.)

The “Praise God” doxology was originally written by Thomas Ken in 1674. Ken was
an Anglican cleric in England who served as the Bishop of Bath and Wells. He also
served as chaplain to Charles II. But he is best known as the writer of hymns. He
wrote a trilogy of hymns for Morning, Evening, and Midnight, for students at
Winchester College and exhorted the scholars "to sing the Morning ... Hymn in your
chamber devoutly...." The last verse of each of these hymns is “Praise God...” This
verse written for personal daily worship for a group of students is so profound that
it has been sung in corporate worship services worldwide for nearly 350 years!

Our hymnal includes portions of Thomas Ken’s Morning and Evening Hymns in
hymns #11 and #43 respectively. Whether the words are sung or said, they make
wonderful daily devotional material. Here are the words to the Morning Hymn
(#11) aka “Awake My Soul and With the Sun”:

Thomas Ken (1637-1711)

1. Awake, my soul, and with the sun 2. Lord, | my vows to thee renew,
Thy daily stage of duty run; Disperse my sins as morning dew,
Shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise Guard my first springs of thought and
To pay thy morning sacrifice. will, And with thyself my spirit fill.
3. Direct, control, suggest, this day, 4. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
All | design, or do, or say. Praise Him all creatures here below,
That all my powers with all their might, Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
In thy sole glory may unite. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The full text of the Morning Hymn (all 14 verses) is also meaningful and can be found here https://
www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/Hymns and Carols/awake my soul and with the sun 1709.htm

Three final thoughts...1) the doxology can be used as a song of Grace before a meal. 2) there is no “AMEN”
after the doxology. This was eliminated with the adoption of the 1982 hymnal. 3) several tunes can be used
with the doxology — on Sunday we use the Old 100" melody but The Eighth Tune by Thomas Tallis (see hymns
#25, #43) is lovely also.
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A film about why you
should join a club —
and why the fate of
America depends on it.

Here’'s how:

* FREE Public Screening at Grace A. Dow Memoirial Library,
Thursday, September 14th at 7PM. Runtime: 1h 39m

 FREE Community Discussion at Delta College,
Midland Campus, on Thursday, September 28th
from 6PM-8PM.

Join us to participate in a community discussion about the
documentary and to help form an action plan to foster more

engaged citizens in Midland County. This discussion also
includes a virtual Q&A with the filmmaker Pete Davis from 7-8!

- Stream at with your club/organization in the month

of September. Runtime: 1h 39m
Contact Kathy Snyder (kathy@midlandareawellbeing.org) to schedule -
spots are limited and awarded on a first come/first serve basis.

p— E»MDLL\T\ID AREA
A Y& COALITION

midland area

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The Midland Area Wellbeing Coalition, with sponsorship
from the Midland Area Community Foundation, is
pleased to bring this film to Midland County. The goal of
this Neighboring Week Event is to enhance belonging as
we work together to build a more inclusive community.

Page 8




The Epistle September 2023

Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the
anniversaries and birthdays for the month. The prayer list is updated weekly and
included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers
for the Wider Church. The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the
“Announcements” link on the SIEC web page:

https://www.sjec-midland.org/

Please keep the following people in your Give thanks with those celebrating September
prayers... lan Alsgaard, Cathy Chang & Juan Birthdays...
Lopez, Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent, " -
Janeene Brady, Kristi, Arra, Penny, Ashlee, 2-Ava 'I\/Iashsel\é 17-& _eken Germain
Anne Wright, the people of Maui, and the 3- CarE Shcl € Mike Scott
family of Nellie Harrison. Jack Philo 20 - Tessa K.ent
5 - Ellen Woodard 21 - Josephine Thompson
Give thanks with those celebrating é 6 - Jerry Nielsen 25 - Emily Garlinghouse
September Anniversaries... A ¢4 |11 - Anna Albright Brenna Gruhzit
5 - Stephen & Charl | . \,% 12 - Mona Cline 28 - Molly Miller
-VFEZ{ _(I_an hi A?Ig gt;e acgmain Bonnie Bash 29 - Ellen McVey
Ic & Toshia Albright \\J\ Denée Koonce 30 - Jim Massey
6 - Mark & Janice Anderson W :
) \K 13 - Deanna Bryant Stephanie Kretz
13 - Jeff & Sheila Mesler ) . .
] Carol Daniels Shawn Wilson, Jr.
18 - Charles & Marnie Bash .
] ; 15 - Janice Anderson
21 - Tony & Linda Germain
24 - Jacques Randolet & Contact the church office - 631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org
Lynn Pottenger dd h i - ‘ birth d
26 - Dennis & Jan Morden . _tofa som(;one tot e_prayjr ist !nform us?c yOl;Ir L:t ?Ote o
78 - Geoff & Karen Newhouse e inform us of your marriage date e inform us if you’ve been baptize

Pastoral Care

Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral visit from our clergy or lay visitors?

... Wwho is a patient in one of our area hospitals?
... who should be added to our prayer list?
With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may

respond appropriately. It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all! In the case of a
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: Chris Lauckner 989-708-4536 (cell) .

These parishioners serve St. John's

Charles Bash Jan Marcou ..

. through our Pastoral Care ministry.
Faye Ebach Roni Rogers St. John's is grateful for their time &
Chris Esquivel Pat Roush love Ofneighbor_

Bob Estabrook
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE DIOCESES OF EASTERN & WESTERN MICHIGAN

HEAD OF THE CHURCH - JESUS CHRIST

MINISTERS - ALL OUR MEMBERS

Clergy

The Rev. Curt Zimmerman...........cceeeuuuie Supply Priest
Staff

Chris Lauckner .....cccoeeeeeeeecvcnnnnne. Parish Administrator
Dr. Amon Eady.....cccceveeeeevciniiineennnnn. Director of Music
Travis Fader ....cccovvveeeeeiiieeceeeee e, Organist
Linda Germain ....... Interim Children & Youth Director
Colleen O'Dell .., Bookkeeper
Ellen Woodard...............c...... Administrative Assistant
Nick LOWthian .....ceeeveeeeieieieieieeeiieeeeeeveveveeeveeeeenns Sexton
Vickie Densmore.......cccccccciiiiiiiiiiii Janitor

Click here to read the
most recent issue of
The Feast Online

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff
Member or Member of the Vestry, call
or email the parish office:

(989) 631-2260
office@sjec-midland.org

OUR VESTRY - OUR ELECTED LEADERS

Class of 2024
Toshia Albright, Clerk
Ellen McVey, Co-Warden

Class of 2025 Class of 2026

Eric Carlson Deb Blackhurst, Co-Warden
Bill Kent Tony Germain

Paul Tolly Gail Hoffman
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WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. JOHN’S

Sunday Wednesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)
8:00am Holy Eucharist.......cccccuvivvineneneiseeceennn. Sanctuary [10:00am Women’s Bible Study................ McNab Room
8:30am Chancel Choir Rehearsal................... Choir Room |12:00pm Holy Eucharist.............. Sanctuary & Facebook
9:00am Fellowship Hour.......ccccvvinvneiceennnne. Williams Hall | 5:30pm Tai Chiin the Garden........ccccceeuunee. Courtyard
10:00am Holy Eucharist................... Sanctuary & Facebook | 6:30pm Meditation........ccccevvereinininenecneenen. Courtyard
11:00am Fellowship Hour......ccccccceceveveriennne. Williams Hall | 7:00pom MUM Strum (1st & 3rd)............. Williams Hall
3:00pm  Youth Group.....ccceevevereeneeseeneenenns Activity Room Thursday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)
5:00pm NA ..... e e s M cNa'b.Room 10:00am  Love Knots (2nd & 4th).......... Williams Hall
7:00pm Bible in the Basement (1st & 3rd)..... Activity Rm y < Off
Monday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm) :;Iogpnipaz;Omceopengamnoon) ...... McNab Room
12:00pm AA ............................ Mc'N.ab Room 5:45pm  Peer Support Meeting............. McNab Room
6:00pm Make a Joyful Noise.........ccecurennenns Activity Room
6:00pm  Popup Bible Study.......cooeveeereeereeereee. Library |Saturday
Tuesday (Parsh Offce open Sam-3pm) T e — g o
10:00am Sar.na'rltan Fund Clients...oueerersrssnrs Library 7:00pM  NA...ce e McNab Room
1:00pm  KnitpicKers......ccooueereveveierinrinreeaneans Williams Hall
You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on Facebook. Go to: Find us on
https://www.facebook.com/sjiecmidland/live_videos. A live service will have a red box with the word Facebook

“Live” in the upper left-hand corner of the window. All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time.

We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation.

and activities.

The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early October. The final deadline for submissions is
Monday, October 2. Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming events

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org.

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at
631-2260 to share that message. We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month.

=e=ST. JOHN'’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

linking lives in the love of Christ
St. John’s Episcopal Church
405 N. Saginaw Road e Midland, M| e 48640
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Priest-in-Charge - The Reverend Jim Harrison
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