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A COVENANT FOR CONVERSATION

As we gather in the name of Christ to share our thoughts, feelings and
ideas, we accept this covenant to guide our conversation along God’s
path of love.

® | recognize that everyone comes to this experience with very
different backgrounds, experiences and views. | will respectfully
seek clarification of other perspectives to add to my own
understanding.

® | am aware that we are here to engage in dialogue, not debate. If
others have a different perspective from mine, | will listen
respectfully, honoring their truth as | expect mine to be honored.

I will:

llIII

e Speak only for myself (using “I” messages)
e Take responsibility for my own thoughts and feelings

® Remember my baptismal promise to respect the dignity of every
human being

e Seek and acknowledge common ground
e Honor confidentiality unless permission to share is explicitly given
® Practice sacred listening by:

* Listening for God in the experience of others

* Accepting experiences as valid and true for the speaker

* Searching for strengths in others’ experiences

* Avoiding applause and other verbal or non verbal responses to
speakers

*  Allowing each person to speak before | speak or ask to speak
again
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