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a lenten quest for a love that makes us whole 
 
The lectionary for Year A offers us many stories of Jesus encountering people 
who are seeking:  Nicodemus comes to him in the veil of night, he approaches a Samaritan woman at a well, 
he heals a man born without sight. In these stories, each person is seeking a new beginning, a different life, a 
deeper faith. What unfolds is an exchange filled with questions and exploration. Often, an unveiling occurs—
assumptions are disrupted, a new perspective is revealed, mystery grows. 

Our friends at A Sanctified Art have crafted a Lenten series founded on questions titled seeking: honest 
questions for deeper faith. Many of our weekly questions feel restorative (“Can these bones live?”). Some 
feel like a charge or challenge (“Who will you listen to?”). Some questions are hopeful and curious (“How do 
we begin again?”). Our questions won't necessarily lead to answers, but they can help us find clarity and a 
new perspective. Ultimately, we pray they lead to a new beginning, a restoration, a wider grace. 

Like the characters in our Lenten scriptures, we are also seeking many things: clarity, connection, wonder, 
justice, balance. We are seeking our calling, the sacred, and how to live as a disciple. Throughout the 
turbulence of the past few years, many of us are asking big questions about our lives and our faith. If you are 
returning to church, you are probably returning with more questions and a critical lens. We hope this series 
will help us unpack some of those big questions in ways that are honest and faithful. Throughout this season, 
we hope you will continually ask yourself: what am I seeking? What is God seeking? 

This Lent, we invite you to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking. We encourage you to stay curious, 
open, and nimble. We hope you will soften your assumptions and expand your perspectives.  We pray that 
these questions will create a safe space to explore—to be drawn more deeply into the fullness of life, into 
the heart of God. 

Much like our journey through the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas, our worship and formation will 
inspired by seeking: honest questions for deeper 
faith: 9am formation in Williams Hall, new prayers 
and hymns on Sunday mornings. Once again, we will 
share a Lent Daily Devotional Booklet, both printed 
and online through flippingbook.com. 

Our Children’s formation class will assist us each 
week in preparing for worship at the 10am liturgy. 
The 12 Noon Good Friday liturgy will be the familiar 
“prayerbook” service, and at 7pm there will be a 
Good Friday Service of Silence and Sorrow which will 
look considerably different as we meet God in our 
lament and grief. 
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The Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed offers us a blessing for the seekers: 
 

Blessed are you who turn your face up to the sky, 
who open your arms to feel the wind, 
who notice all the things that we should notice. 

Blessed are you who are fluent in wonder 
and familiar with awe. 

Blessed are you who, even now, dream dreams, 
who have not lost hope, 
who swear the glass is still half-full. 

Blessed are you who plant trees 
and sing the harmony, 
who tell the children how this world can be magic. 

Blessed are you who 
walk and seek 
and turn over every stone, 
pointing out all the corners and colors 
that God lives in. 

Blessed are you. 
Amen. 

 
Peace and Blessings,  

 
 

Jim+ 

January Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

You can find older services on this page: 
  www.sjec-midland.org/sermons   

The Holy Name (January 1) 
Holy Eucharist 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany (January 22) 
Holy Eucharist 

1st Sunday after Epiphany (January 8) 
Holy Eucharist 

4th Sunday after Epiphany (January 29) 
Holy Eucharist 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany (January 15) 
Holy Eucharist 

 

http://www.sjec-midland.org/samples/media/audio/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1250750442525100
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1250750442525100
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1811217219255621
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1811217219255621
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1188562631765357
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1188562631765357
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/853758272355319
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/853758272355319
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/545471670848186
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/545471670848186
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St. 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N. Saginaw Rd., Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   
This link will take you to a screen where you 
will enter the amount of your donation, and 

designate a specific 
purpose or fund.  Enter 
your email address as 
well, and you’ll receive 
an electronic receipt. 

You can also access electronic giving from the 
upper right-hand corner of our webpage, and 
from the pinned post on our Facebook page. 

If you have any questions about your continued financial support of St John’s, please call the 
church office and your call will be directed to the appropriate staff person. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

Annual Meeting: Election Results 
 
At our January 29, 2023 Annual Meeting, the following 
individuals were elected to serve in St. John's key leadership 
positions.  Please thank them for their commitment to serve and 
pray for them and their efforts in the coming years.  
 

Elected to the Vestry  
Deborah Blackhurst, Tony Germain, Gail Hoffman 

 

Elected to the Endowment Committee 
Basil Clark, Roger Moll, Barb Tazelaar 
 

Elected as Delegates to Diocesan Convention 
Eric Carlson, Gail Hoffman, Tom Lane, Ellen McVey 
 
Our meeting had strong attendance.  St. John’s thanks all who participated and shared 
perspectives.  The Annual Report is on our website or a print copy may be furnished upon 
request. 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://sjec-midland.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/FINAL-2022-Annual-Report.pdf
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Hi St. John’s youth families, 
  
I am going to be helping Missy Harrison restart our 
youth program at St. John’s. COVID has really done a 
number on so many programs at our church (and 
most other churches), but leaving the programs 
dormant creates challenges, too. Our kids need to 
feel like they are part of our church, and they need to 
be given the opportunity to gather in community in a 
safe, supportive, fun way. St. John’s youth group is 
open to all kids in grades 6-12. Friends, whether 
members of our church or not, are always also more 
than welcome. 

Starting Sunday, February 19th from 3-5 pm our St. 
John’s youth group will met in the activity room. If 
you are not sure where that is located, enter from the 
far right door near the church office and take that 
first set of stairs down to the basement level. The 
activity room is the first door on the right. It has 
comfortable furniture, a large TV where we will set up 
video games for our gather time, a ping pong table, 
space for snacks, and most importantly lots of space 
to spread out in addition to an air purifier.  

During our first meeting the kids will get to know 
each other and have lots of input into what activities 
we would like to do, what our program will look like, 
what kinds of studies that we’d like to do, and what 
kinds of outings that we’d like to do in the future. We 
would like to give them real ownership. The kids will 
also get to name our youth group.  

February 26th, on our second meeting after hang-out 
time and snacks, we will start our first study on the 
Intersection of Faith and Science. We will learn how 
to read the Bible in his historical context. There will 
be lots of open discussion, and respectful dialogue. 
But we are not going to shy away from the harder 
questions that youth may be grappling with. 
Adolescence is a formative time, and our kids are not 
just figuring out who they are but also where they fit 
in the world and how their faith informs them. We 
want our youth to feel welcomed at church, and 
having a group of friends will help them be more 

comfortable at St. John’s, both now and in the future. 
Videos and podcasts will be a part of our studies, as 
well as memes. It will be fun! 

Down the road, we would love to see the kids in 
services more, but for now we’ll meet kids where 
they are at. We have a great group of kids, many of 
whom are introverts. Many of whom are still very 
COVID cautious. That’s okay, more than okay. We are 
planning activities accordingly. Feel free to mask. We 
will have hand sanitizer and a sink across the hall for 
hand washing. We will have snacks, but if your 
comfort level includes no mask off or eating around 
others, that’s fine. Seriously. We would still like to see 
you! 

We hope to see your kids on February 19th. Parents 
are welcome to gather in the bell spot across the hall 
to drink coffee and visit while we gather. We will 
need volunteers from time to time for snacks and 
planned outings after we get input from the youth on 
what kinds of things we’d like to do. I’d like to have a 
tentative schedule to hand out at our second meeting 
on February 26th so that families can plan around 
events if possible. 

One event that I do know of is an interfaith youth 
gathering from at least six different denominations 
across Midland. It is a social gathering and a 
fundraiser for Midland Humane Society and The Pit 
Stop. Entry into the event will be pet food, kitty litter, 
towels, etc. to help support those organizations. This 
will be hosted by Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 
on March 12th from 3-5 pm. Pizza will be served, 
there will be games, and the kids will get a chance to 
meet other youth from across the city and make pet 
toys as a service project. During break out time the 
kids will have the opportunity to give input on future 
interfaith service projects and gatherings.   
  
Blessings, 
  
Denee Koonce 
deknee@me.com 
281-770-6608 

mailto:deknee@me.com


Page 5 

       The Epistle                                                                                   February 2023 

Joyful Noise:  Music and Motion 
 
We are excited to announce a new program that 
began Monday, February 6, at St. John's Episcopal 
Church in Midland. Classes are from 6-6:45pm. 
Please help spread the word! Jen Gruhzit and 
Angela Garcia are facilitating this new program.  
 
This is an open invitation for children age 4 
through 5th grade to come and make a Joyful Noise. Come join us and have fun as you dance, 
play and craft your way through learning music and rhythms. Children do not have to be a 
member of St. John's to attend.  Even better…  the program is free!! 
 
Contact Missy Harrison at missy@sjec-midland.org to register. 

Godly Play 
 
Alicia Watt and Missy Harrison attended a weekend 
Godly Play Core training at St. James Episcopal in 
Birmingham, MI. Core Training is the most 
comprehensive training on Godly Play practices and 
theology. Over the course of three days (minimum 18 
contact hours), participants experience all aspects of 
the Godly Play method and begin to become fluent in 
the Godly Play core stories and fundamental 
practices. Additionally, Godly Play's guiding Theology 
of Childhood is introduced, so participants become 
more deeply connected to their work. 

 
Missy and Alicia are now 
certified Godly Play 
Practitioners. I wonder how 
their learning will enrich our 
spiritual lives? 
 

mailto:missy@sjec-midland.org
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Returns 
February 21, 5:00-7:00pm, Williams Hall 

 
Join us as St. John’s serves up this annual Shrove Tuesday indulgence.  Can you think of a 
better way to beat winter blues and prepare for Lent than enjoying pancakes topped with 
butter or syrup or fruit (or all!) plus a side offering of sausage links?!?  We’ll even have a 
gluten-free option!! 

The Pancake Supper will be “donation priced.”  While we are not charging a ticket fee, we 
encourage donations proportional to the cost of a dinner meal.  

Pancake races also return. This hilarious tradition will take place in the courtyard.  

The St. John’s Men’s Breakfast Group returns as hosts! They encourage anyone 
to join the pancake team.  Contact Gordon Roush at 989-631-4149 to join the 
team. St. Martha’s Guild will provide our decorations. They would love for 
others to join in the decorating fun.  Contact Jan Marcou at 
janmarcou50@gmail.com if you would like to join the decorating team.  

Bring friends and family… All are welcome so spread the word! 

Anglican Prayer Bead Workshop 
February 21 at 11am 

 
Join Missy Harrison in the McNab room, February 21 at 11am for an Anglican Rosary 
workshop. All supplies will be provided and no experience is necessary.  

Anglican Prayer Beads are a relatively new form of prayer, blending the Orthodox 
Jesus Prayer Rope and the Roman Catholic Rosary. The thirty-three bead design was 
created by the Rev. Lynn Bauman in the mid-1980s, through the prayerful 
exploration and discovery of a contemplative prayer group. 

The use of the rosary or prayer beads helps to bring us into contemplative of meditative 
prayer—really thinking about and being mindful of praying, of being in the presence of God—
by use of mind, body, and spirit. The touching of the fingers on each successive bead is an aid 
in keeping our mind from wandering, and the rhythm of the prayers leads us more readily into 
stillness. 

Thank you to St. Martha’s Guild for purchasing the materials for this workshop. 

mailto:janmarcou50@gmail.com
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SAMS Pantry Needs for February… 
• Cake mixes 
• Frosting 
• Snacks 

Items can be placed in the bin in the Narthex.  
THANK YOU! 

The More You Know… 
  …the more we know! 

I arrived in my young bride’s hospital room (she’s fine 
– this was over 40 years ago) just as her breakfast was 
being delivered. We had barely removed the covering 
for her oatmeal when our priest walked into to the 
room. Fr. Sipes asked how we were doing, shared a 
joke, and moved on down the ward. 

The following Sunday, I asked him how he knew Missy 
had been admitted. He replied that every morning, he 
would go to the admissions desk and simply ask, 
“Who’ve you got for me?” He would then plot a 
course through Mansfield General visiting members 
of Grace, Mansfield, or St. Matthew’s, Ashland, or St. 
Mark’s, Shelby before heading into the rector’s office 
at Grace. His pastoral visitation was legendary. As 
were his oft-times off-color jokes! 

We have all found ourselves being interviewed upon 
admission to a medical center. One of the questions 
we are asked is: Religious affiliation? We say 
Episcopal, and they usually reply, “what?” and we 
spell it for them. In the old days, back when David 
Sipes was roaming the halls of Mansfield General, 
that was all that was necessary for a member of the 
clergy to gain insight to a pastoral crisis in the lives of 
a member of their congregation.  

Even just a decade ago, Transfiguration, Indian River 
might get a phone call from Petoskey or Cheboygan 

informing the church of an admission. That is no 
longer the case. HIPAA privacy laws and the 
sometimes lack of a Hospital Spiritual Care 
Department have changed all that.  

Today, if you want the church to know you or a loved 
one are in the hospital, someone has to inform us. 
That bears repeating:  

For us to know, we need to be told.  

Pastoral care – visitation and the ministry of presence 
are high on the list of meaningful duties of those 
called to such a vocation; members of the clergy, 
certainly, but others such as Stephen Ministers or Lay 
Visitors, as well. If a patient, or their family, assumes 
the church has been notified when we have not, a 
timely visit will not be forthcoming. Prayer, 
companionship, anointing cannot happen if pastoral 
ministers have not heard from a patient or their 
advocate. 

So, now you know. And because you do know, there 
is a much higher chance that we will know, too. I 
won’t say I hope to see you in the hospital, but if you 
find yourself or a loved there, I do hope you will 
inform the church, and every effort will be made to 
check in with you and your caregivers.  

Peace and Blessings, 
 

 
Jim+ 
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Women Journeying Together 
 
Following a brief “winter break” for a luncheon, Women Journeying Together will 
finish our study of the Psalms in early March. Having learned a lot about the 
historical background against which the psalms were created, we will now be 
looking at the forms of the psalms and how they were used, look at the 

“shepherd” psalms and at the laments, as well as how we see Jesus using the psalms in the 
New Testament. The schedule:  
 
  February 9 – lunch 
  February 16 – Lord, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  
  February 23 – The Anatomy of a Lament  
  March 2 – Jesus and the Psalms  
 
     (Verse: For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; 
     I sing for joy at the work of your hands. Ps 92:4) 
 
In early March we will begin a new study for Lent and Easter, Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, 
Outcasts, & Outlaws.  
 
Women Journeying Together meets weekly during the school year, Thursday afternoons from 
1:00 to about 2:30, in the Activity Room (down the stairs opposite the office, the first room to 
your right). We study, discuss, share, laugh, and pray for each other. We occasionally do a 
simple outreach project, and we often go out to lunch at the end of a study. Women of all ages 
are invited to join us at any time, for an individual study or “forever”. If you are interested or 
have questions, please contact Marnie Bash, mpbash@ameritech.net     or (989) 839-9364 or 
just come join us at 1:00 some Thursday.   

Men’s Breakfast — Monday, March 6 
 
Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast.  Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller 
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table. 

JOIN US for food and fellowship!! 

mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
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Currently on the Feature Shelves are a variety of 
books celebrating Black History Month. These include 
books by and about Dr Martin 
Luther King Jr, books of other 
people of color, and stories by 
and about African Americans. 
These will remain throughout 
the month of February. 

Beginning Feb. 12th Lenten materials will also be 
placed out on the Feature Shelves, to remain through 
early April. These will include devotionals as wells as 

books about the days leading up to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
Devotionals include Bread and Wine: 
Readings for Lent and Easter from the 
Bruderhof Foundation, a series of 
readings from a large variety of 
authors, both older and more recent; 
Worship in Light of the Cross by John 
Indemark, and All Shall be Well by 
Michael Leach are others. One of my 
favorites is Forty Days with the 

Messiah, where David Winter selects lines from 
Handel’s Messiah and writes a daily meditation based 
on them.   

Books about the season include Borg and Crossan’s 
The Last Week, a study of the week between Jesus’s 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the resurrection. 
Following primarily Mark’s Gospel, they describe each 
day of that week in detail, setting Jesus’s actions into 
the background of the Passover Week in Jerusalem. 
Other books that focus on this week include Adam 
Hamilton’s 24 Hours that Changed the World, and 
Herbert O’Driscoll’s Four Days in Spring.   

A very special book for Lenten study is Ann Weems 
book of poetry, Kneeling in Jerusalem; it is a variety of 
shorter and longer poems that focus on Holy Week, 
the crucifixion, and Jesus’ resurrection. Absolutely 
lovely.  

And beginning March 5, there will be books out to 
celebrate Women’s History Month.  

Come back and check the Feature Shelves frequently 
as I will be adding and changing materials often in the 
next few months. And check out the kiosk, under the 
heading Library, for description of new books and/or 
other “gems” of the library.  

Library News — Feature Shelves 
       by Marnie Bash 

St. John's is hosting a guest lecture on Juliette Gordon 
Low, the founder of the Girl Scouts in the United States, on Monday, March 13 from 5-6 p.m. in Williams 
Hall. The talk is by an SVSU Dow Visiting Scholar, Dr. Stacy Cordery who has written a book on Juliette Gordon 
Low's work.  Please RSVP to the parish office (989-631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org) by March 3. 

Dr. Stacy A. Cordery is the author of the New York Times bestseller Alice: Alice 
Roosevelt Longworth, from White House Princess to Washington Power Broker, the 
authoritative biography of Girl Scout founder Juliette Gordon Low, two books 
about Theodore Roosevelt, and a forthcoming biography of cosmetics 
entrepreneur Elizabeth Arden (Viking/Penguin, 2024). Iowa State University history 
professor and recipient of several teaching awards, Cordery’s courses include First 
Ladies, the Gilded Age, and modern America. Last year, Cordery held the Johnson 
Endowed Chair in Roosevelt Studies at Dickinson State University. Her many public 
appearances include the History Channel, CNN, NPR, Smithsonian TV, and C-SPAN. 
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       BCP Spotlight 
          by Ellen McVey 
 

27. For Social Justice (BCP, p. 823) 
 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart [and especially the hearts of the people of 
this land], that barriers which divide us may 
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our 
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

This prayer is one of several contained in the section “Prayers for the Social Order” (pp 823-

827).  It was written by an unknown author and is new to the 1979 BCP.  The lack of an origin 

story doesn’t make it any less powerful.  This prayer is needed in so many aspects of our 

national life as well as in many of our families.  I hope you find it useful. 

Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast Online 

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=62de5cfce0
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=62de5cfce0
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=62de5cfce0
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
FEED THE HUNGRY AT ST. PAUL’S 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2023 
 
Mark your calendars!!!  Opportunity to Feed the Hungry at St. Paul’s, Saginaw.  Each 
month, St. Paul's Church feeds approximately 1,000 people with its various Feeding 
Programs.  St. John’s will prepare, transport and help serve lunch on Sunday, February 
19. We will need three groups of people:  
 

 One group to purchase food and/or prepare a main dish, vegetable 
or salad….to serve 25 people.  

 
 A second group….3 to 4 people with large vehicles….to transport the 

food to St. Paul’s.  
 
 A third group (no more than 4)  to travel to Saginaw to help serve 

the dine-in clients.  
 
We will need to feed about 100 people. You can signup online by clicking here or on the signup sheets on 
the bulletin board outside Williams Hall.  Signup sheets contain further instructions.  
 
This is a great opportunity to serve our sisters and brothers within our own diocese!  Questions? Contact Pat 

Roush, 631-4149!  

Random Acts of Kindness 
 
Have you heard of Random Acts of Kindness Day? This year it is celebrated on February 17th. St. Martha's 
Guild invites us to celebrate Random Acts of Kindness month instead of just one day.  

Gathering baskets will be placed around the font. Signs representing various ministries will be on each 
basket. You are invited to bring items for each ministry. Our goal is to fill those baskets to overflowing. 

Ministries: 
 SAMS Pantry-non perishable food and kitchen items 
 Reach the Forgotten Jail Ministry-stamped blank note cards 
 St. Andrews Clothing Closet- new socks 
 Windover School-new hats, gloves, and socks 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4FA8AB2CA4F85-feed2
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Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers 
for the Wider Church.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link on the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

Give thanks with those celebrating February 
Birthdays... 

Give thanks with those celebrating February 
Anniversaries... 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, James Robinson, Phil Robinson, Cathy 
Chang & Juan Lopez, Jim & Sue R., Beth Porreca, 
Anita, Doug, Vincent, Janeene Brady, Kristi, Arra, 
Jay, Penny, Ashlee, Diane, Adam Johnson, Grace, 
Frank Hudson, Katie Pelch, Nicole, Catherine 

Strong, the Stoll family, Dan Chouinard, the family of Cynthia 
Kinnear, and Betty Jones. 

    
 

Rest eternal grant unto her, O Lord;  
and let light perpetual shine upon her. 

  

    

Contact the church office 
631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 

 
• to add someone to the prayer list 
• inform us of your marriage date  
• inform us of your birth date 
• inform us if you’ve been baptized 

15 - Lawrence & Marianne Girardin 
21 - Preston & Betty Jones 

These parishioners serve St. John’s 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. John’s is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Bob Estabrook 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

  1 - Jan Stoney 
        Ian Garlinghouse 
  4 - Bryan Stoll 
  5 - Marnie Bash 
  6 - Karen Whisler 
  7 - Anne Moll 
  9 - Abby Matthews 
11 - William Wall 
14 - Casey Gruhzit 

17 - Doug Germain 
19 - Stephanie Hayden 
21 - John Marcou 
24 - Marilyn Johnson 
25 - Thomas Monto 
        Roger Moll 
26 - Graham Plishka 
28 - Aaron Angell 

Pastoral Care 
Since the publication of our last Epistle, we have marked the   
following passages: 

    Deaths  
 January 29……………………..Cynthia Kinnear 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors?     

… who is a patient in one of our area hospitals?  
… who should be added to our prayer list?   

With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: The Rev. Jim Harrison 810-516-2159 (cell) . 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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HEAD OF THE CHURCH  - JESUS CHRIST 
MINISTERS  -  ALL OUR MEMBERS 

 
Clergy 
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh ..... Bishop Provisional 
The Rev. Jim Harrison ................... Priest-in-Charge 
 
Staff 
Chris Lauckner ....................... Parish Administrator 
Dr. Amon Eady .......................... Director of Music 
Missy Harrison ....................... Director of Children 
 and Youth Ministries 
Ellen Woodard ..................Administrative Assistant 
Nick Lowthian ............................................ Sexton 
Haylee Meriallat .......................................... Janitor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR VESTRY  -  OUR ELECTED LEADERS 
 
Class of 2024  
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Ellen McVey, Assistant Clerk 
 
Class of 2025   Class of 2026 
Bill Kent    Deb Blackhurst, Co-Warden 
Paul Tolly    Tony Germain 
Gina Wilson,    Gail Hoffman 
      Co-Warden 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, 

call or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 
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       The Epistle                                                                                   February 2023 

The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early March.  The final deadline for submissions is 

Friday, March 3.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming events and 
activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Priest-in-Charge - The Reverend Jim Harrison 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland                                                                @LinkingLive s  

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  8:30am Chancel Choir Rehearsal………………. Choir Room 
  9:00am Fellowship Hour…………...……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Fellowship Hour……….………………… Williams Hall 
  2:00pm Youth Group……………….. contact Missy Harrison 
  5:00pm NA……………………………………………... McNab Room 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement……….… contact Sara Philo 

Monday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm) 

  8:00am Morning Prayer……………………………..…. Facebook 
12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 
  6:00pm Make a Joyful Noise………………………….. Bell Zone 

Tuesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Samaritan Fund Clients………………………... Library 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

  8:00pm Compline…………………………………….…... Facebook 

Wednesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Women’s Bible Study…………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist…………. Sanctuary & Facebook 

Thursday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00am Morning Prayer……………….…………... Facebook 
10:00am Love Knots (bi-weekly)………….... Williams Hall 
  1:00pm Women Journeying Together… Activity Room 

Friday (Parish Office open 9am-noon)  
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer…………………………….. Facebook 
  5:00pm Meditation……………………………. Activity Room 

Saturday 
12:00pm AA………………………………………... McNab Room 
  3:00pm ACA………………………………………. McNab Room 
  7:00pm NA………………………….………….…. McNab Room 
  8:00am Compline…………………………….….….. Facebook 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on Facebook. 
Go to:  https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos.  A live service will have a red box with the word “Live” in the 

upper left-hand corner of the window.  All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 
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