
Our vision 
WE JOYFULLY GATHER TO PRAY, WORSHIP, LEARN AND SERVE  

AS WE SEEK TO FOLLOW JESUS, AND INVITE ALL TO JOIN US  
ON A SACRED JOURNEY OF HOPE AND TRANSFORMATION 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

8:00 AM 

It is our pleasure to have you join us for worship 
today.  If this is your first visit, or even if you’ve 
been attending for a little while, and you’d like to 
learn more about us, please take a ‘Welcome’ card 
from our pews, complete & place the ‘Connect’ 
side in the offering plate or hand it to one of our 
greeters or clergy so that we may follow up with 
you.  Or, feel welcome to contact us using the 
information on the back of this bulletin. 

YOU are welcome here, regardless of age, race, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, 
sex, national origin, marital status, family 
makeup, socioeconomic status, or political 
persuasion.   St. John’s Episcopal Church is a 
community of people who gather to 
acknowledge our need  for divine  and human 
love, and to respect our common humanity. 
At St. John's, ALL ARE WELCOME. 

WELCOME! 

Our  mission 
LINKING LIVES IN THE LOVE OF CHRIST 



8:00AM                                                                                   HOLY EUCHARIST 
Following the pattern of  THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, RITE II  

Please stand as you are able 
Opening Acclamation 

Presider Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Collect 
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: 
People Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Please read in unison 
Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:   

have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:   

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Salutation 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.   
Presider Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant 
life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Please be seated 
First Lesson  -  Isaiah 58:1-12  Jeff Pennex 

Shout out, do not hold back! 
Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
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Announce to my people their rebellion, 
to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Yet day after day they seek me 
and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgments, 
they delight to draw near to God. 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
and oppress all your workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high. 

Is such the fast that I choose, 
a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 
a day acceptable to the Lord? 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

if you offer your food to the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

then your light shall rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be like the noonday. 

The Lord will guide you continually, 
and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 
like a spring of water, 
whose waters never fail. 
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Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of streets to live in. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.   

Please read in unison 
Psalm 112:1-9  -  Beatus vir 

1 Hallelujah! 
Happy are they who fear the Lord * 
and have great delight in his commandments! 

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 
and their righteousness will last for ever. 

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending * 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

6 For they will never be shaken; * 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 
their heart is right; 
they put their trust in the Lord. 

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

9 They have given freely to the poor, * 
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
they will hold up their head with honor. 

10 The wicked will see it and be angry; 
they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 
the desires of the wicked will perish. 

Second Lesson  -  1 Corinthians 2:1-16  Jeff Pennex 
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God 
to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, 
but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God. 
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of 
the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and 
hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it 
is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 



these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, 
even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the 
human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the 
Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from 
God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these 
things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 
things to those who are spiritual. 
Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness 
to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one 
else’s scrutiny. 
 “For who has known the mind of the Lord 
  so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Please stand as you are able for the Gospel 
Gospel Reading  -  Matthew 5:13-20 The Rev. Jim Harrison 

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

Reader  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Please be seated 
Sermon The Rev. Jim Harrison 

Please stand to say together 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
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eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.   
Through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:   
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the Prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Please feel free to sit, stand or kneel 
Prayers of the People Betsy Greenwood 

Leader Sisters and brothers, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to God.  Let us pray, “Lord, hear our call, 
and answer us.” 

 Establish your Church, O God, as a light to the world.  Shine your Holy 
Spirit through us, and all for your glory and the welfare of your people. 

 Silence 
Leader  Lord, hear our call, 
People  And answer us. 
Leader Righteous God, you delight in justice and mercy:  loose the bonds of 

injustice and let the oppressed go free.  Raise up leaders who care for the 
poor. 
Silence 

Leader  Lord, hear our call, 
People  And answer us. 
Leader O God of patient and gentle strength, who knows our needs even before we 

ask, may your loving presence guide us as we seek the next rector for St. 
John’s. Give us an open spirit, discerning hearts, and clear minds, that we 
may trust your will for us and become ever more united in your son our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Inspire our conversation, deepen our prayer, and make 
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us a community of humility and grace. Raise up for us, we pray, a priest 
and pastor who will boldly proclaim your Gospel, faithfully administer your 
sacraments, and serve your people with love and compassion. 
Silence 

Leader  Lord, hear our call, 
People  And answer us. 
Leader We thank you, O God, for the gift of light.  By it you cause plants to grow; 

by it you generate warmth; by it you open our eyes to see the beauty of all 
you have made. 
Silence 

Leader  Lord, hear our call, 
People  And answer us. 
Leader In our own city, Great God, be the restorer of streets.  Rebuild our ruined 

places.  May all the people of this community live in security and peace. 
Silence 

Leader  Lord, hear our call, 
People  And answer us. 
Leader Be present to all those who cry for help, O Holy One.  We pray your 

healing will spring up quickly for those in need.  Pray for Ian, James, Phil, 
Cathy & Juan, Jim & Sue, Beth, Anita, Doug, Vincent, Janeene, Kristi, Arra, 
Jay, Penny, Ashlee, Diane, Adam, Grace, Frank, Katie, Nicole, Catherine, 
the Stoll family, Dan, the Kinnear family, Betty, and all recovering from 
COVID.  Pray especially for the people of Ukraine. 
Invite petitions and thanksgivings. 
Silence 

Leader  Lord, hear our call, 
People  And answer us. 
Leader The human heart fails to conceive all the good you have prepared for your 

beloved ones, Heavenly Parent.  We trust to you our dying and our dead, 
remembering especially Cynthia Kinnear, and believing that you are good 
and faithful. 
Silence 

Leader  Lord, hear our call, 
People  And answer us. 

Concluding Collect 

Confession of Sin 
Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  Silence 
Together Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.   
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
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have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Absolution 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Setting of the Table 
Please stand as you are able 

Together All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

Eucharistic Prayer A p. 361 in The BCP 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. . .  
Presider Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus 
Together Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please stand or kneel as you are able 
Presider Holy and gracious Father:  In your infinite love . . .   

. . .  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Together Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father . . .  . 
. . .  all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer p. 364 in The BCP 
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Together Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread p. 364 in The BCP 
Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Holy food for Holy people. 

Please be seated 
Holy Communion 
All are welcome to receive communion. Please follow the directions of our ushers. 

Post-Communion Prayer p. 365 in The BCP 
Presider Let us pray. 
Together Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.   
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Blessing 
God’s Blessing be with you,  
Christ’s peace be with you,  
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you,  
now and always.  Amen.  

Please stand as you are able 
Dismissal 

Presider Alleluia, alleluia!  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God 
and in celebration of my 80th birthday by Marnie Bash. 
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HEAD OF THE CHURCH  - JESUS CHRIST 
MINISTERS  -  ALL OUR MEMBERS 

 
Clergy 
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh .... Bishop Provisional 
The Rev. Jim Harrison .................. Priest-in-Charge 
 
Staff 
Chris Lauckner ....................... Parish Administrator 
Dr. Amon Eady ........................... Director of Music 
Missy Harrison........................ Director of Children 
 and Youth Ministries 
Ellen Woodard ................. Administrative Assistant 
Nick Lowthian ............................................. Sexton 
Haylee Merillat ............................................ Janitor 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 
Presiding .............................. The Rev. Jim Harrison 
Preaching ............................ The Rev. Jim Harrison 
Greeter/Usher .................................... Jim Bakeman 
Lector ................................................... Jeff Pennex 
Intercessor ................................. Betsy Greenwood 
Eucharistic Minister ................... Betsy Greenwood 

 
OUR VESTRY  -  OUR ELECTED LEADERS 

 
Class of 2024  
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Ellen McVey, Assistant Clerk 
 
Class of 2025  Class of 2026 
Bill Kent  Deb Blackhurst, Co-Warden 
Paul Tolly  Tony Germain 
Gina Wilson,   Gail Hoffman 
      Co-Warden 

Contact Us 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
405 N. Saginaw Road 
Midland, MI  48640 

  
Phone: 989.631.2260 

Fax: 989.631.4261 

 
   Parish email: office@sjec-midland.org 

Website: www.sjec-midland.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday thru Thursday … 9am-3pm   

Friday … 9am-noon 

  
 
 

  
Facebook: St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Twitter: @LinkingLives 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff Member or Member of the Vestry, 
call or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 


