
November 2022 

Through the secular lens, the month of 
November is very much a time of 
transition. From its beginning with the 
sugar high from Halloween candy and the noise of leaf-blowers, 
November quickly morphs into an all-out sensory assault of all 

things Christmas: lights and decorations, music, and very possibly a layer of snow; this is Michigan, 
after all! One hopes that Thanksgiving – both the holiday and the sense of gratitude – find a place in 
the minds and hearts of people. 

Through the lens of our Christian faith, November is much more consistent, even as we transition 
from one “year” to another. Faithful Christians begin November with observances of All Saints’ Day 
and All Souls’ Day, opportunities to remember the generations of “saints” both familiar and familial. 
As November comes to a close the church calendar refreshes and, once again, in Advent, we 
anticipate the coming of Christ, again in concert with his ancestral house of David. 

An Intergenerational Invitation: As the new church year begins, I hope you will choose to join us each 
week through the seasons of Advent and Christmas, to be in touch with our generations of ancestors 
in the faith and to experience the journey in deep and meaningful ways so you can share the story 
with generations to come. 

Our Advent through Epiphany theme this year will dive into the notion of how our identity is formed 
by those who have come before us. We will use a resource from A Sanctified Art titled From 
Generation to Generation. We will make use of the resource in every way. 

❖ New prayers & hymns in worship on Sunday mornings 

❖ Intergenerational Spiritual formation through artwork  
 each Sunday at 9am 

❖ An Advent Calendar with prompts for the young and  
 young at heart 

❖ sharing an Advent Daily Devotional Booklet 

❖ Visio Divina – “Sacred Seeing” to engage more deeply 

❖ Christmas Lessons and Carols Service 

❖ “Star Words” on Epiphany to guide the coming year 

❖ And more 

From the Sanctified Art Creative Team: 

The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the 
Christmas season have been passed down to us 
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continued from previous page   

throughout the generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell of memories 
and emotions as vast as the cultural and religious rituals this holiday holds. Like a 
tapestry woven throughout time, the Christmas story weaves us in—to remember how 
God has shown up in the past, to continue the work of collective liberation, to behold 
the presence of God in flesh and bone. 

From Generation to Generation… reminds us of the ways our lives, histories, actions, 
and stories are interconnected and woven together. The work of God is always 
unfolding—in and through us.  This Advent, may you remember that you belong—to a 
story etched into the wrinkles of time, to generations that have come before and will 
come after, to a love that won’t let you go. 

“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.” – Isaiah 11:1-2 Advent 2 

Each of us are leaves upon that branch with roots going back 
generations; may we, too, do our part in ushering in the peaceable 
kingdom God desires. Let’s gather together – in all our generations! 
 
Peace and Blessings,  
 
 
Jim 

October Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

You can find older services on this page: 
  www.sjec-midland.org/sermons   

17th Sunday after Pentecost (October 2) 
Holy Eucharist 

20th Sunday after Pentecost (October 23) 
Holy Eucharist 

18th Sunday after Pentecost (October 9) 
Holy Eucharist 

21st Sunday after Pentecost (October 30) 
Holy Eucharist 

19th Sunday after Pentecost (October 16) 
Holy Eucharist 

 

http://www.sjec-midland.org/samples/media/audio/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/622447382948481
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/622447382948481
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/501801701874341
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/501801701874341
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1146121942975408
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1146121942975408
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1394533167740871
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1394533167740871
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/770948983996358
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/770948983996358
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St. John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St. 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N. Saginaw Rd., Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   
This link will take you to a screen where you 
will enter the amount of your donation, and 

designate a specific 
purpose or fund.  Enter 
your email address as 
well, and you’ll receive 
an electronic receipt. 

You can also access electronic giving from the 
upper right-hand corner of our webpage, and 
from the pinned post on our Facebook page. 

If you have any questions about your continued financial support of St John’s, please call the 
church office and your call will be directed to the appropriate staff person. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

Remember . . .   

 Honor . . .   

  Give thanks . . . 
 
All while dressing up our worship space with seasonal decorations and weekly flowers. 
 
A $35 contribution can be made to request a special Sunday to honor a loved one with 
altar flowers.  During the Easter season, a $35 contribution goes towards decorating our 
Sanctuary with lilies and other seasonal flowers.  And at Christmas, a $35 donation helps 
adorn the worship and fellowship spaces with festive poinsettias and wreaths. 
 
Forms can be found in the church office and narthex.  Or take advantage of our new 
electronic  form by clicking the link below.  You still have the option to mail a check if 
you’re not comfortable giving your financial information online. 
 

https://forms.gle/WpR9g9R4N6sABY3t8 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://forms.gle/WpR9g9R4N6sABY3t8
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What’s In a Name? 
                                   from the Worship Committee 

 
When someone greets you by name at church or in coffee hour, you know that person sees 
you, not just “someone from church”. It’s a good feeling.  

 
Some of us know almost everyone we see at church these days, but does any-
one know EVERYONE? And we do have several newer people who haven’t 
met all of us yet as well as visitors from time to time. Nametags do make 
meeting people and remembering names much easier and more comfortable!  
 
Nametags, arranged alphabetically, are available in boxes on the table at the 
back of the church (in the narthex).  Please remember to grab your nametag 
out of the box and use it each Sunday. If you cannot find your nametag there 
is a clipboard where you can sign up for a new one.  
 

Cocoa and Treats and a Warm Seat  
at SAMS Pantry 

November 19 at 9:30 AM 
 

The Santa Parade is fun. It is even more fun with friends. Join us in 

front of SAMS Pantry to grab a little snack and some hot cocoa for free. 

There will be a few seats inside the building for our less mobile friends 
to keep warm and toasty while  watching the parade. Contact missy@sjec-midland.org to reserve your seat 
or take a chance on parade day and stop in to warm up. 

SAM'S Pantry is at the People Helping People Mural. Join us on Saginaw Rd. and you are sure to find a 
friendly smile and a warm cup of cocoa. 

 

Game Night for All Ages 
November 19 6-8pm 

 
Extend the fun after the Santa Parade and the Cocoa Crawl. Bring your 
friends to St. John’s to enjoy the new fireplace in Williams Hall and some 
fun and games.  

We will have snacks, games, and drinks for all. It will be even more fun if 
you bring your own games, snacks, and drinks (not adult) to share. It is 
fun to learn new games with our friends. 

This is a free event and is open to all ages. We are never too young or 
too old to play games. 

mailto:missy@sjec-midland.org
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From Generation to Generation:  Intergenerational Advent Art 
Sundays at 9:00 AM  

November 19 through December 18 
 
Each week in Advent an Intergenerational (all ages) Art Project/Bible Study for Advent will 
be offered at 9:00am in Williams Hall. There are 5 small art projects, one for each of our 
weekly scriptures as we explore from Generation to Generation. All supplies and instruc-
tions will be provided. There will be supplies that work for all ages. These are not difficult 
projects. This is a time to explore the stories of the generations in the Bible as well as sto-
ries from our own generations. 

 
Contact Missy Harrison at  
missy@sjec-midland.org  

for more information. 

November 20 Advent Candle Jars 

November 27 Scrapbook Wreaths 

December 4 Fear Holding Ornaments 

December 11 Blooming Wire Sculptures 

December 18 Imago Dei Luminaries 

Designer of St. John’s, Alden B. Dow, is represented in 
greater detail in our sanctuary thanks to Ralph Rye. Ralph 
designed and built the new broadcasting table for St. 
John’s utilizing doors he salvaged from the old Midland 
Country Club building – also designed by Mr. Dow. Thanks 
to both Ralph and Alden for a great addition! 

When Two Or Three Are 
Gathered… 
God promised to be in 
the midst of them. 
Please hang the new 
Meeting in Progress 
signs for the Library/
Waring Room and 
McNab Room so the 
gathering will not be 
disturbed!  

Alden Returns Home….  Sort of! 

mailto:missy@sjec-midland.org


Page 6 

      The Epistle                                                                                    November 2022 

Here is info for the next Midland Area Interfaith 
Friends Meeting: 
 
 DATE   Sunday, November 13 
 TIME   4PM TO 6PM 
 LOCATION  Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
 TOPIC   Indigenous Community of Mid-Michigan 
 SPEAKER  Kelly Willis 

 
Please bring a dish to pass and 
enjoy breaking bread with 
friends along with listening to a 
wonderful presentation about 
the Indigenous Community of 
Mid-Michigan by our wonderful 
presenter, Kelly Willis. 

Thank you Rev. Curt! 

Welcome back  
Rev. Jim! 
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Join Us for a Series of Community Conversations about the Developmental and Social  
Complexities of Youth Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 

 
Did you know that nearly 15 percent of high school students identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or unsure of their 
sexual identity; and that nearly 2 percent identify as transgender?  How many LGBTQ+ students might there be in 
your schools? 

A welcoming, inclusive community--such as Broader Midland--strives to enable all of its citizens to enjoy their fullest 
life.  Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion are essential. We have heard a lot about the importance of equality; i.e., “We 
are all created equal”, but is that really true? What is the difference between equality and equity? Equity is the fair 
treatment, access, opportunity, and advancement for all people, while at the same time striving to identify and 
eliminate barriers that have prevented the full participation of some groups. 

Underwritten by St. John’s Episcopal Church, SOGI YAC (Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity Youth Advocacy 
Council) has been able to expand its reach.  This 501(C)3 project is committed to providing outreach and support to 
Great Lakes Bay youth who identify as LGBTQ+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, questioning, two-spirit, etc.).  St. 
John’s is proud to host the following community conversations: 

While the presentations of each workshop are tailored to specific audiences, all are welcome to attend and 
participate in any session. Lead presenters for the talks are Heidi Knizacky, MS, LLP, CEO of Applied Research 
Consultants and chair of the SOGI YAC board of directors, and Amy McDonald, MA, LPC, CS, director of Counseling 
Services of Shelterhouse.  

These workshops are FREE FOR ALL to attend and will be held right here at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 405 N. 
Saginaw Road, Midland. 

Please consider attending one or more of these free, educational workshops so that we may all better understand 
how to build a safe and affirming community for YOUth in the Great Lakes Bay Region. 

For more information about SOGI YAC, please visit https://www.sogiyac.org/home.  For more information about the 

workshops, please visit the event website at https://www.sogiyac,org/events.  

https://www.sogiyac.org/home
https://www.sogiyac,org/events
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Women Journeying Together 
 
We have launched into our study of Lauren Winner’s Mudhouse 
Sabbath, a study we will continue through Advent. This book and 
DVD look at Jewish practices which formed Winner – now a Christian 
- and how we might adapt them as effective spiritual practices in our 
lives as Christians. We have already discussed paying attention to the 

Sabbath and also “mindful” eating, and we will be looking at Prayer (Nov 17), and Fasting 
(Dec 1), as well as weddings and funerals before we’re done. These fascinating chapters 
cause wide ranging discussions and brainstorming about how we might actually 
incorporate some of Winner’s ideas. It’s a fun study!  

Each week’s discussion is fairly independent, allowing you to join us at any time - or miss a week if necessary 
– so come meet with Women Journeying Together any Thursday in the Activity Room on the lower level!  
Paperbacks or e-books are available from the usual sources on-line.   

Women Journeying Together meets weekly during the school year, Thursday afternoons from 1:00 to about 
2:30, in the Activity Room (down the stairs opposite the office, the first room to your right). We study, 
discuss, share, laugh, and pray for each other. We occasionally do a simple outreach project, and we often go 
out to lunch at the end of a study. Women of all ages are invited to join us at any time, for an individual study 
or “forever”. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Marnie Bash, mpbash@ameritech.net  or 
(989) 839-9364 or just come join us at 1:00 some Thursday.   

St. Martha’s Guild 
St. Martha’s is blessed with a lively group 
of women who meet in Williams Hall 
at 10am on the third Tuesday of 
the month from September to 
June.          

Our mission is to be of service 
to the St. John’s congregation 
and community.  We organize 
and participate in the serving 
of funeral lunches, participate 
in community activities, provide 
welcome info for visitors to our 
church, host after-service brunches 
and a Christmas basket/soup 
luncheon, just to name a few.         

Any monies made during the year are 
dispersed at our Christmas Gathering to local 

organizations to help in their service to our 
community.   

St. Martha’s is a wonderful group of 
church ladies always eager to 

welcome new members.  As we 
get to know each other and our 
church community better we 
are better able to offer help, 
support and prayers.  Please 
join us for lively conversation, 
dessert, events and activities, 
and friendship. 

Please feel free to contact any of 
the following, or the office, for 

more information.  Please join us! 

Jan Marcou and Tina Dasbach,  Co-chairs 
Charlotte Jacqmain, Secretary 

Linda Leckrone, Treasurer 

mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
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Although DVDs are not as popular as they once were, 
we still have a few fun DVDs for children and also 
some for adults in Williams Hall. Children’s include a 
couple about Jesus’ life, and one of African American 
poems, as well as a Veggie Tales version of the story 
of St Nicholas, plus several others. 

For adults there is Amazing Grace, the story of 
Wilberforce’s fight against slavery in England, Hidden 
Figures, the story of the women behind the launch 
into space by NASA, and The Nativity Story, among 
others.  

Perhaps more importantly, in the Waring Room we 
have a great number of DVD studies, useful for 
groups or for individual use. I have divided these into 
4 categories: “Bible study” (the largest group), “About 
the Church”, “Spiritual Practices”, and “Theology”. In 
the Bible study group are a great many studies from 
Adam Hamilton (often filmed on location 
in the Middle East), and also several from 
Amy-Jill Levine, as well as Bruce Feiler, 
Jennifer Cowart, and a 
variety of other folks. Most 
of these studies have 6-8 
lessons with a running time 
of 15 minutes or less per 
session, a leader’s guide, 
and a book to expand on 
what has been presented. 
Great for a group 
presentation but also 
interesting to watch on 
your own.  

The DVDs in the “Church” 
category primarily provide 
the history of the Church 
or discussions of the ways 
and traditions of the 
church; although useful for a group study, 
these are more likely to be useful for 
individuals. This category includes DVDs 

like The Story of the Episcopal Church, God in 
America, Jerusalem: the Center of the World, and 
Making of the King James Bible.  

“Spiritual Practices” may sound daunting, but most 
are attractive and enjoyable, designed for groups to 
view and discuss. This group includes studies like Scot 
McKnight’s Jesus Creed, John Ortberg’s God Is Closer 
than You Think, and Philip Yancey’s Prayer: Does It 
Make Any Difference – all designed for active 
discussion, but also enjoyable by individuals.  
Likewise, the title “Theology” may be a bit 
overwhelming, but these are again designed for 
regular audiences. This category includes Adam 
Hamilton’s Half Truths, Tom Wright’s Simply Christian 
and Surprised by Hope, and Philip Yancey’s What’s So 
Amazing About Grace, all generally interesting and 
enjoyable studies.  

Library News — DVDs and DVD Studies 
       by Marnie Bash 

Feature Shelves: Currently on the Feature Shelves you will find 
books of “art” from our Special Section. These include several lovely 

volumes of calligraphy, mostly focused on the 
nativity of Jesus. There are also 2 books 
illustrating the Creation found in Genesis 1; the 
artwork in the 2 books is different from each 
other and both are delightful to see. There is 
also a volume with pictures of the various 
stained-glass windows found in the National 
Cathedral in Washington DC. All very attractive 
and worth a few minutes to get lost in.  

Beginning November 20 (the week before 
Thanksgiving and the last Sunday before 
Advent) I will have out materials related to 
Advent and Christmas, books both devotionals 
and with information for and about these 
celebrations. Also available will be a table with 
the Advent pamphlets and materials to help us 
move from “ordinary time” into Advent. As we 

move into this especially busy season between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, use these books and materials to help you – for a few 
minutes each day – to find the quiet and peace to be aware of the 
coming miracle of Christmas!    
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       BCP Spotlight 
          by Ellen McVey 
 
The General Thanksgiving – Morning & Evening Prayer 

 

We don’t use The General Thanksgiving, very often – unless saying Morning & Evening Prayer. It is beautiful, 
poetic and worthy of our meditations, perhaps particularly as we approach our Thanksgiving holiday. Every 
word in this prayer matters – I suggest reading it slowly and pondering the meaning of each word and phrase.    

I’ve included both the Rite I & II versions to highlight the differences in style.  The Rite 1 liturgies use older, 
more formal language (thee’s & thou’s) while Rite II is a more contemporary version.  In this prayer, I prefer 
the Rite 1 version because, to me,  it communicates more emotional depth.  For example, in Rite I we give 
God humble and hearty thanks – so we do so with humility and also with vigor and cheerfulness!  

Here’s a few other words/definitions that may be helpful when reading Rite I: 

• “inestimable”– incapable of even estimation.  

• “beseech” – to ask urgently & fervently.   
• “Unfeignedly” - genuinely, without pretense. 

In this prayer I particularly like the phrase “…that we may show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips but with our lives…”  This sentence convicts me every time I 
say it.  I once saw this summed up as “God doesn’t want our lip service; God 
wants our life service”.    

The General Thanksgiving was included in the first American Prayer Book in 1789.  
It was authored by Bishop Edward Reynolds of Norwich, a gifted preacher in the 
Church of England.  It is believed by some that this was inspired by a private 
prayer of Queen Elizabeth that was issued in 1596.   

Rite I Rite II 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine 
unworthy servants do give thee most humbe & 
hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-
kindness to us and to all men. 

We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; but above all 
for thine inestimable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense 
of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth 
thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our 
lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and 
by walking before thee in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies we your 
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for 
all your goodness and loving-kindness to us 
and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; but above all 
for your immeasurable love in the redemption 
of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the 
means of grace, and the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of 
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with 
our lips but with our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before 
you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages.  Amen. 

Bishop Edward Reynolds (1599-1676) 
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continued on next page   

A Report from 2022 Diocesan  
Convention Delegates 

 

The 3rd Joint Convention of the Dioceses of Eastern & Western Michigan was held on Oct. 29-30 at the 
Convention Center in Lansing.  This was the 28th Convention of the Diocese of Eastern MI (EDEM) and the 
148th Convention of the Diocese of Western MI (EDWM).  The theme was “See, I am making all things 
new” (Revelation 21:5).  The lay delegates from St. John’s were Rachel Blackhurst, Ellen McVey, Robbyn 
Prange and Alicia Watt. Rev. Jim Harrison also attended.  

Friday morning was an optional attendance day filled with various workshops. Robbyn attended workshops 
related to 1) gun violence and the wide variety of reasonable measures for which The Episcopal Church and 

Bishops United Against Gun Violence advocate and 2) thought 
provoking questions on our ability to welcome newcomers 
before fully accepting and welcoming those already within our 
doors; Fr. Jim learned about intergenerational formation 
programs; Rachel learned about new congregational ministries 
occurring in both dioceses and attended an overview of Invite, 
Welcome, Connect – a resource for congregations to work 
intentionally on church growth and community building; Ellen 
experienced a type of community building used at Plainsong 
Farm (EDWM).  

Friday afternoon included a bi-diocesan information session 
during which Bishop Singh invited both dioceses to engage in an 
intentional “Season of Practice”  to explore working together 
more closely through our leadership bodies  He likened this to a 
time to “see how we walk together before we decide to build 

Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast 

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=d0db9ba9ea
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=d0db9ba9ea
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=d0db9ba9ea
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the sidewalk.”  (You can read more about this “Season of Practice”  in the Autumn 2022 issue of the bi-
diocesan newsletter, “The Feast”, published in early November.) The bishop also outlined priorities and areas 
of interest for the next year.  During the joint sessions delegates were assigned seating with others from both 
dioceses, lay and clergy, to continue building relationships through conversation.  

Our EDEM business session was held Saturday morning.  There were no resolutions to consider.  A financial 
report was provided by Rev Brian Chase, Treasurer.  Financial details can be found on the diocesan website: 

https://eastmich.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/BudgetDraft23-24-25.full-for-convention.pdf 

Below are the election results for various diocesan leadership positions: 

*2 unfilled positions remain 

The two dioceses met again in joint session on Saturday morning. We heard updates on Diocesan youth 
ministries, campus ministries, the Academy for Vocational Leadership, the College for Congregational 
Development, and a report from the 80th General Convention Deputations. The convention concluded with a 
Eucharist and three ordinations & one clergy reception – Joseph Kennedy was ordained a deacon in EDEM; 
Alicia Hager and Derek Quinn were ordained to the priesthood in EDWM; and Rev. Shadrack Owuor was 
received into the EDWM.   

Much more information about the convention and activities in each diocese is available in the 2022 
Convention Booklet on the EDEM website https://eastmich.org/convention/. The booklet includes 
biographies of the newly elected diocesan leaders, annual diocesan ministry reports, etc.  This booklet is a 
great resource to learn about what is available through our diocesan ministries.  Please also feel free to talk 
with us to learn more about our experience. 

The fourth joint diocesan convention will be held Oct. 27-28, 2023 at the Horizons Conference Center in 
Saginaw.   Convention delegates will be elected during our St. John’s Annual Meeting in January 2023.  If you 
have any questions about being a delegate, please contact one of us.  If you are interested in serving as a 
delegate in 2023, please contact a current vestry member. 

Faithfully, 
Rachel Blackhurst, Ellen McVey, Robbyn Prange, and Alicia Watt 

Position Lay Order Clergy Order 

Diocesan Council Kay LeClair (Grace, Port Huron) Paul Brunell (Christ Church, Owosso) 

Standing Com-
mittee 

Neil Hargrave (St. John’s, Dryden) Jerry Lasley (St. Christopher’s, Grand 
Blanc) 

Trustee*   Ann Grady (Ret., Bay City) 

Deputy to General 
Convention (2024) 

Dr. Elizabeth Jordan (St. Paul’s, Flint) 
Ellen McVey (St. John’s, Midland) 
Carol Moggo (St. Francis, Grayling) 
Sara Philo (St. John’s, Midland) 
Beckett LeClaire (1st alternate, 

Grace, Port Huron) 
Mary Lou Creamer (2nd alternate, 

Grace, Port Huron) 

Pam Lenartowitz (St. Andrew’s, Gaylord) 
Tracie Little (Diocesan Staff) 
Tom Manney (St. Paul’s, Bad Axe & 

St. John’s, Dryden) 
Nancy Mayhew (St. Alban’s, Bay City) 
Curt Norman (alternate, St. John’s,  

Saginaw) 

continued from previous page   

https://eastmich.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/BudgetDraft23-24-25.full-for-convention.pdf
https://eastmich.org/convention/
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Men’s Breakfast — Monday, December 5 
 
Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast.  Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller 
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table. 

JOIN US for food and fellowship!! 

The following community members will be celebrated for their regional contributions at the National 
Philanthropy Day Awards Luncheon, Tuesday, November 15 at the Great Hall Banquet and Convention 

Center, 5121 Bay City Rd., Midland MI 48642 -- hosted by the Mid-Michigan Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals... 

Outstanding Philanthropists:  
S. Preston and Dr. Betty B. Jones of Midland - 
nominated by Delta College 

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser:  
Lisa Ungerleider of Midland - nominated by Midland 
Center for the Arts 

Outstanding Fundraising Executive:  
 Diane Fong Mahoney - nominated by Tri-Star Trust 
Outstanding Corporation:  
 Frankenmuth Credit Union - nominated by Tri-Star Trust 
Outstanding Foundation:  
 Dow Company Foundation - nominated by Midland Center for the Arts 
Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy:  
 Eric Urbaniak (CMU student)- nominated by Bay Area Community Foundation 

National Philanthropy Day has been celebrated annually on November 15 since 1986. On this day, 
communities throughout the world recognize the importance of working together for the common good. The 
Mid-Michigan Chapter of the global Association of Fundraising Professionals strives to stimulate a world of 
generosity and positive social good as it honors the philanthropic efforts of individuals, foundations and 
corporations and their commitment to our region. 

As we awaken our senses  
 with the aroma of baking…. 

Ingredients to bake is SAMS  
ask for November. 

Flour, Sugar, Oil,  
Evaporated Milk,  

Pumpkin Spice Seasoning 

Blessings as we share in this Thanksgiving Holiday. 
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Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers 
for the Wider Church.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link on the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, James Robinson, Phil Robinson, Cathy Chang & 
Juan Lopez, Jim & Sue R., Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent, 
Janeene Brady, Kristi, Arra, Jay, Penny, Ashlee, Frank 
Hudson, the Leigeb family and Charles & Marnie Bash. 

Give thanks with those celebrating November Birthdays... 

Give thanks with those 
celebrating November 

Pastoral Care 
 
Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors?     

 
… who is a patient in one of our area hospitals?  
… who should be added to our prayer list?   

 
With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: The Rev. Jim Harrison 810-516-2159 (cell). 

Contact the church office 
631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 
• to add someone to the prayer list 
• inform us of your marriage date  
• inform us of your birth date 
• inform us if you’ve been baptized 

18 - Chris & Greg Lauckner 
19 - Bud & Betty Schartow 
24 - Jim & Missy Harrison 
25 - Dennis & Katherine Loyer 

These parishioners serve St. John’s 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. John’s is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Bob Estabrook 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

  3 - Carol Sullivan 
  6 - Greg Gwaltney 
  7 - Bonnie Hayward 
12 - Bob Stoney 
        Margo Nielsen 
        Karen Newhouse 
13 - Allison Thompson 

16 - Missy Harrison 
18 - Marianne Girardin 
19 - Dana Pressnall 
20 - Susan Campbell 
28 - Mark Anderson 
        Ernest Carter 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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HEAD OF THE CHURCH  - JESUS CHRIST 
MINISTERS  -  ALL OUR MEMBERS 

 
Clergy 
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh ..... Bishop Provisional 
The Rev. Jim Harrison ................... Priest-in-Charge 
 
Staff 
Chris Lauckner ....................... Parish Administrator 
Dr. Amon Eady .......................... Director of Music 
Denise Isenbarger .. Bookkeeper & Office Manager 
Missy Harrison ....................... Director of Children 
 and Youth Ministries 
Ellen Woodard ..................Administrative Assistant 
Nick Lowthian ............................................ Sexton 
Haylee Meriallat .......................................... Janitor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR VESTRY  -  OUR ELECTED LEADERS 
 
Class of 2023    Class of 2025 
Jesse Donahue   Bill Kent 
Sara Philo     Paul Tolly 
Lee Smith, Co-Warden Gina Wilson, Co-Warden 
 
Class of 2024 
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Ellen McVey, Assistant Clerk 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, 

call or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 

The Saginaw Valley American Guild of Organists is pleased to announce the 
annual Kent Dennis Memorial Organ Recital, slated for Sunday, November 13, 
at 4:00 p.m. at the Memorial Presbyterian Church of Midland. This annual 
recital is jointly-hosted by the Saginaw Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists and the Memorial Presbyterian Church of Midland. 

This year’s themed presentation will be performed by the SVAGO members, 
Patti Bowen, Jay Michaud, Jan Sutherland, Collin Whitfield, Chelsea Worden, and Adrienne Wiley. Works by 
Charles Widor, Bach, Bedard, Whitlock, Manz, Elliot, and Mancini will be featured. Family-friendly, this is 
event is open to people of ALL ages and young people are encouraged to attend. 

Dr. Kent Dennis, for whom the recital is named, was the organist at Memorial Presbyterian Church of 
Midland for nearly 50 years. His legacy and impact on the community and the SVAGO was significant. 
Following his passing, a scholarship was established to assist future young people in their quest to study the 
organ at all levels. The scholarship and this recital is honor his impact and support of the AGO. 

The event is free and open to the public. A free-will offering will be taken to support the Kent Dennis 
Memorial Scholarship. Questions may be directed to the Memorial Presbyterian Church of Midland.  

Annual Kent Dennis Memorial Organ Recital 
November 13, 4:00 pm 

Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman St., Midland 

Dr. Adrienne Wiley, MPC’s multi-
talented organist, music professor 
at Central Michigan University, and 

sub dean of the Saginaw Valley 
American Guild of Organists 
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The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early December.  The final deadline for submissions 

is Monday, December 5.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming 
events and activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Priest-in-Charge - The Reverend Jim Harrison 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland                                                                @LinkingLive s  

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  8:30am Chancel Choir Rehearsal………………. Choir Room 
  9:00am Fellowship Hour…………...……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Fellowship Hour……….………………… Williams Hall 
  5:00pm NA……………………………………………... McNab Room 
  6:30pm Youth Group……………….. contact Missy Harrison 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement……….… contact Sara Philo 

Monday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm) 

  8:00am Morning Prayer……………………………..…. Facebook 
12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 

Tuesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Samaritan Fund Clients………………………... Library 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

  8:00pm Compline…………………………………….…... Facebook 

Wednesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Women’s Bible Study…………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist…………. Sanctuary & Facebook 

Thursday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00am Morning Prayer……………….…………... Facebook 
10:00am Love Knots (bi-weekly)………….... Williams Hall 
  1:00pm Women Journeying Together… Activity Room 

Friday (Parish Office open 9am-noon)  
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer…………………………….. Facebook 
  5:00pm Meditation……………………………. Activity Room 

Saturday 
12:00pm AA………………………………………... McNab Room 
  3:00pm ACA………………………………………. McNab Room 
  7:00pm NA………………………….………….…. McNab Room 
  8:00am Compline…………………………….….….. Facebook 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on Facebook. 
Go to:  https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos.  A live service will have a red box with the word “Live” in the 

upper left-hand corner of the window.  All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

https://twitter.com/LinkingLives
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.sjec-midland.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland

