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Rev. Jim Harrison will resume his reflections upon his return 
to good health. 
 
As of this time, Jim is under the care of a neurologist at Henry Ford Hospital who 
is working with a team of other medical professionals in determining Jim's next 
medical steps. He is taking medication for his continued headaches, and is doing 
speech therapy, which is helping.  
 
Let our daily thoughts, prayers and blessings always include Jim as he continues 
his health journey.  
 
As you think of Jim, you may want to send him a card or note. His address is: 
 4109 Moorland Dr. 
 Midland, MI  48640 
 
You can often find him hanging out on 
Facebook, too.  Friend him (if you haven’t 
already) and share a post with him there. 
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N Saginaw Rd, Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   This link will take you to a screen where you will 
enter the amount of your donation, and designate a specific purpose or fund.  Enter your 
email address as well, and you’ll 
receive an electronic receipt. 
You can also access electronic 
giving from the upper right-hand 
corner of our webpage, and from 
the pinned post on our Facebook 
page: 

If you have any questions about your continued financial 
support of St John’s, please call the church office and your 
call will be directed to the appropriate staff person. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

July Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

4th Sunday after Pentecost (July 3) 
Holy Eucharist 

7th Sunday after Pentecost (July 24) 
Holy Eucharist 

5th Sunday after Pentecost (July 10) 
Holy Eucharist 

8th Sunday after Pentecost (July 31) 
Holy Eucharist 

6th Sunday after Pentecost (July 17) 
Holy Eucharist 

 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/818471679328967
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/818471679328967
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/737008510934863
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/737008510934863
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1124276624795197
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1124276624795197
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1210034503111419
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1210034503111419
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/568043294730816
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/568043294730816
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Blessing of the Bags, Backpacks & Briefcases 
 

As the calendar changes again, and we prepare ourselves to see and do new wonders, we 
listen for God’s blessing in this new season. All things are blessed by God.  

 
On Sunday, August 21, during our 10 am worship let 
us gather together for a special blessing to help 
remind us that God is with us in this new season. 
 
Bring your backpacks, briefcases, gym bags 
smartphones, planners, etc.. We will gather as a 
community to pray together and receive a reminder 
that God’s love travels with us. After our worship 
together we will celebrate this new season with a 
special coffee hour.  

Back-to-School & Fall Commitment Program Kickoff  
Potluck and Barbecue 

Thursday, September 8, 2022 - 5:30-8:00pm 

Through this fellowship gathering we will be experiencing our 
stewardship theme this year, which is “more than enough.”  We 
are more than enough when we work together and support 
each other. 

Be watching for an invitation in the mail, which will include 
an RSVP card to return indicating number attending and 
potluck dish you’ll bring.  RSVP cards will also be made 
available in the Narthex and parish office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jesse Donahue 
at:  jdonahue8001@gmail.com 

mailto:jdonahue8001@gmail.com
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Women Journeying Together will begin meeting this fall on Thursday, September 1 
(the Thursday before Labor Day), at 1:00 in the Activity Room downstairs. We will begin the fall with a 
study of Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes by Rabbi Evan Moffic. This will be a 6-week 
combined book and DVD study. We are looking forward to a new understanding of Genesis to 
Deuteronomy, the focus of this study. Paperback and e-books are available from the usual sources; an 
audible format is available from Barnes and Noble.  
 
Women Journeying Together meets weekly during the school year, Thursday afternoons from 1:00 to 
about 2:30, in the Activity Room (down the stairs opposite the office, the first room to your right). We 
study, share, laugh, and pray for each other. We occasionally do a simple outreach project, and we 
often go out to lunch at the end of a study. Women of all ages are invited to join us at any time, for an 
individual study or “forever”. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Marnie Bash, 
mpbash@ameritech.net or (989) 839-9364 or join us at 1:00 on September 1st!  

Women Journeying Together 
 
On Thursday, Aug 18, Women Journeying Together will gather for a 
luncheon at St John’s at 12:30. Each one will bring their favorite “take out”, 
and we’ll gather in Williams Hall with the expectation of eating outside in 
the courtyard (weather permitting). Lemonade and dessert will be provided. 
It will be a time of relaxing, “catching up”, and looking ahead to our fall 
programs. Women of all ages are invited to join us.  

mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
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Muddy Church Trail VBS 
August 1-4, 2022 
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Library News — The Waring Room: 
The “Special” Section 
       by Marnie Bash 

Flanking the desk in the library are the shelves which 
house the Special Section. This section contains 
smaller collections of material that don’t seem to fit 
well in any of the other, larger sections; collections 
such as “St John’s/Midland”, “World Religions”, “Art”, 
and “Travel”. Also here are “spiritual guides”, books 
about various saints and heroes of Christianity.  

The St John’s/Midland shelf, to the left of the desk, 
holds biographies of several members of St John’s - 
Ed Bennett, Lumen Bliss, Thomas Griswold, and Carl 
Gerstacker. Also here are Stories of My People by our 
own Betty Jones, and Voices: Extraordinary Women of 
Midland County from the Midland Historical Society. 
As well, there are several books on various aspects of 
the history of Midland County. All information with 
local impact.  

The topic, World Religions, (also left) has a variety of 
aspects, some talking about how religion impacts our 
life and our world, several books on Judaism, and 
some on other faiths. The topic “About Religion” 
looks at religion as it effects our lives. The Myth of a 
Christian Nation by Gregory A Boyd, God Is Not One 
or Religious Literacy by Stephen Prothero, and Not In 
God’s Name: Confronting Religious Violence by Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks, all look at how we expect our faith to 
shape our world and seek to stretch that faith. Brian 
McLaren’s Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and 
Mohammed Cross the Road, and Eboo Patel’s Sacred 
Ground seek to expand our understanding of other 
faiths alongside our own. Most of the books on 
Judaism tend to describe and explain the major 
Jewish holy days. The one exception is What Every 
Christian Needs to Know about Judaism by Rabbi Evan 
Moffic, a very nice, basic introduction to Judaism. And 
finally, “Other Faiths” looks at a variety of world 
religions. Books I especially like are Amanda Hughes’ 
Five Voices, Five Faiths, where members of 5 different 
faiths present a very basic introduction to their faith, 
and Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths, 
by Bruce Feiler, which looks at how Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam all derived from the stories 
about Abraham and Sarah, familiar to us from the 
book of Genesis in the Old Testament.   

The collection of “art books” and “travel books” in 
the shelves to the right side of the desk, are both 
fairly small. Art includes two books of calligraphy, 
some paintings, and a book with pictures of the 
stained-glass windows in the National Cathedral. 
There are also two small older books of Christian 
symbols. The travel books include places to visit – 
Westminster Abbey, Isle of Iona, Assisi, and Vatican 
City. There are also books about pilgrimage, and one, 
Shootback, about the Nairobi slums, brought back by 
Doug Kirkley from a visit to that area. All fascinating 
books to peruse while you’re sitting around waiting 
for someone or for something to start.  

To the right of the desk, on the bottom shelf, are 
what I call “spiritual guides”, stories of various saints 
and holy people throughout history. Most of the 
books contain stories of a number of people, giving 
you a brief introduction to their lives. Robert 
Ellsberg’s All Saints: Daily Reflections on Saints, 
Prophets, and Witnesses for Our Time, a daily 
devotional, describes one person for each day of the 
year. I like James Howell’s Servants, Misfits, and 
Martyrs, for presenting people who don’t always 
seem like “saints”.  Brother John-Julian’s Stars in a 
Dark World probably tells you more than you want to 
know about any given person but does follow the 
church calendar of saints and memorable people. And 
there are many other books to enjoy. Also here is the 
Armchair Theologians series, books by a variety of 
authors which give a fairly simple introduction to 
several folks who made a major impact on the 
Church: Augustine, Luther, Bonhoeffer, Wesley, even 
Martin Luther King Jr, and others. If you ever wanted 
to know where these guys were coming from, this 
series is a fairly easy way to get a basic understanding 
of their life and thought.  

The Special Section provides a lot of variety, but I 
think much of this information is not only useful to 
know, it is also fun to discover. When you’re in the 
library, don’t forget to look at the books on either 
side of the desk!   
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       BCP Spotlight 
          by Ellen McVey 
 

 “Live without fear; your Creator has made you holy, has always 
protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the 
good road and may God’s blessing be with you always.  Amen.” 

 
August 11 is the day set aside for the commemoration of St. 
Clare of Assisi. This blessing, which is often used at the 
conclusion of our Eucharist, is taken from what Saint Clare said 

on her deathbed in 1253:  "Go forth without fear, Christian soul, for you have a 
good guide for your journey. Go forth without fear, for He that created you has 
sanctified you, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother."  
 
More information about St. Clare can be found here: http://satucket.com/
lectionary/Clare.htm 
 
This blessing is not in the 1979 BCP. Rather, it can be found on p. 71 of  a 
supplemental booklet called “Enriching our Worship 1” (EOW).  You may have 
noticed that the Eucharistic Prayer used on Sundays is often from EOW.  

 
EOW is collection of supplemental liturgical materials prepared by the Standing 
Liturgical Commission in 1997. It includes resources and forms for Morning and 
Evening Prayer, Order of Worship for the Evening, The Great Litany, and the Holy 
Eucharist.  The use of supplemental materials allows the church to update liturgies 
to reflect new understandings without going through the extensive process required 
to create a new BCP.  For example, the EOW liturgies use language for God other 
than just the familiar masculine terms.  The liturgical texts reflect the influence of 
the prayer experience of women, and a desire to honor that experience while 
remaining faithful to the norms of liturgical prayer as received by the Episcopal 
Church.1 You can download a free PDF of Enriching Our Worship 1 by clicking on this 
link: Enriching Our Worship 1 PDF 
 

1https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/enriching-our-worship/ 

Men’s Breakfast — Monday, September 5 
 
Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast.  Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller 
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table. 

JOIN US for food and fellowship!! 

http://satucket.com/lectionary/Clare.htm
http://satucket.com/lectionary/Clare.htm
https://www.churchpublishing.org/siteassets/pdf/enriching-our-worship-1/enrichingourworship1.pdf
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/enriching-our-worship/
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Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast 

Treats for SAMS 

Treat SAMS to treats in August.  Cake mix, frosting, healthy 
snacks, etc. 

Your continued generosity is thankful beyond words. 

St. John’s July offerings to 
SAMS pantry did not 
disappoint — 60 items 
collected!  See below for the 
August need. 

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=5707ff65d7
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=5707ff65d7
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=5707ff65d7
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Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers 
for the Wider Church.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link on the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, James Robinson, Phil Robinson, Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez, 
Jim & Sue R., Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent, Janeene Brady, Kristi, 
Arra, Jay, Penny, Ashlee, the Germain family, the Alsgaard family, the 
Matthews family, and the St. John’s staff. 

Give thanks with those 
celebrating August Birthdays... 

  1 - William Kirksey 
  4 - Louise White 
  8 - Bob Estabrook 
15 - Kathy McCreedy 
17 - Jason Spindler, Jr. 
19 - Charles Bash 
        Glen Chateauneuf 
24 - Janna Luebkert 
        Judy Youngquist 
27 - Bob Trautman 
29 - Dan Randall 
        Linda Germain 
        Tony Germain 
        Stacy Daniels 
30 - Taryn Vielma 

Give thanks with those celebrating August Anniversaries... 

Pastoral Care 
Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors?     

… who is a patient in one of our area hospitals?  
… who should be added to our prayer list?   

With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: The Rev. Jim Harrison 810-516-2159 (cell) . 

  4 - Andy & Wendy Thompson 
  6 - Mike & Pat Wilson 
  7 - Bob & Jenny Estabrook 
  9 - Robbyn Prange & Carol Sullivan 
12 - Jim & Melanie Massey 
14 - Dick & Louise White 
15 - Thomas & Judith Monto 
19 - Pete & Barb Tazelaar 

23 - Harold & Vicki Leigeb 
        Charles & Chris Sharp 
27 - William & Rebecca Wieland 
28 - Roger & Anne Moll 
        Casey & Jen Gruhzit 
30 - Randy & Ellen Woodard 
31 - Jim & Brenna Jackson 

These parishioners serve St. John’s 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. John’s is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Bob Estabrook 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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Meditation with Angela 
Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

June 2 thru September 1 

Meditation is a spiritual practice 
found in many religious 
traditions that focuses on 
quieting the mind and opening 
ourselves up to be in the 
present moment.  In Christian 
meditation we allow ourselves 
to let go of all thought and 

expectations and spend time in the presence of 
God.  This tradition was introduced by Fr. John Main 
and has continued through the World Community of 
Christian Meditation (WCCM). 

Angela Garcia invites you to experience this time of 
silence and stillness on Thursday evenings at 7pm in 
the Courtyard. 

 
HEAD OF THE CHURCH  - JESUS CHRIST 

MINISTERS  -  ALL OUR MEMBERS 
 
Clergy 
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh ..... Bishop Provisional 
The Rev. Jim Harrison ................... Priest-in-Charge 
 
Staff 
Dr. Amon Eady .......................... Director of Music 
Denise Isenbarger .. Bookkeeper & Office Manager 
Missy Harrison ....................... Director of Children 
 and Youth Ministries 
Ellen Woodard ..................Administrative Assistant 
Nick Lowthian ............................................ Sexton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OUR VESTRY  -  OUR ELECTED LEADERS 
 
Class of 2023     Class of 2025 
Jesse Donahue    Bill Kent 
Sara Philo      Paul Tolly 
Lee Smith, Co-Warden  Gina Wilson 
 
Class of 2024 
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Chris Lauckner, Co-Warden 
Ellen McVey, Assistant Clerk 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, 

call or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 

Tai Chi in the Garden 
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm 

June 1 thru September 28 
 

Offered by Laurie McGuire, P.T.,  
of Physical Therapy Center 

$5 per session 
No experience required 
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The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early September.  The final deadline for 

submissions is Friday, September 2.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of 
coming events and activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Priest-in-Charge - The Reverend Jim Harrison 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland                                                                @LinkingLive s  

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  9:00am Fellowship Hour…………...……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Fellowship Hour……….………………… Williams Hall 
  5:00pm NA……………………………………………... McNab Room 
  6:30pm Youth Group……………….. contact Missy Harrison 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement……….… contact Sara Philo 

Monday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm) 

  8:00am Morning Prayer……………………………..…. Facebook 
12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 

Tuesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00pm Compline…………………………………….…... Facebook 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

Wednesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Women’s Bible Study…………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist…………. Sanctuary & Facebook 
  5:30pm Tai Chi in the Garden…………………. Courtyard 

Thursday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00am Morning Prayer……………….…………... Facebook 
10:00am Love Knots (bi-weekly)………….... Williams Hall 
  7:00pm Meditation with Angela………………. Courtyard 

Friday (Parish Office open 9am-noon)  
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer…………………………….. Facebook 

Saturday 
  8:00am Compline………………………………….….. Facebook 
12:00pm AA………………………………………….. McNab Room 
  7:00pm NA…………………………………………. McNab Room 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on             
Facebook.  Go to:  https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos 

A live service will have a red box with the word “Live” in the upper left-hand corner of the window.   
All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

https://twitter.com/LinkingLives
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.sjec-midland.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland

