
June 2022 

Living Everyday As Disciples 
Pretty catchy title, right? Living Everyday As Disciples.  

That is one of the major foci of preaching, as I see it – helping faithful folks find fulfillment in following Christ. 
Bringing coherence between scripture, faith history, liturgical expression, and the daily living of our lives is a 
lofty goal and in our attempts to do so it is good to remember what we say in our baptismal covenant: “I will, 
with God’s help!” On Pentecost we celebrate the coming of Jesus’ promised advocate, the Holy Spirit. 

Living Everyday As Disciples. I’d love to claim it as my own inspired creation but, alas, someone smarter than 
me got there first! I receive emails from the folks at LEAD https://waytolead.org/ on a regular basis and 
honestly, I wish I’d click and read them more than I do, because there is usually wisdom waiting that helps 
me connect the dots. 

On the Who Are We tab of the LEAD website, it is written:  

The message of the gospel is hope, life, love, healing, forgiveness, freedom, purpose. The 
church has a calling to find new ways to live and proclaim the message of the gospel, to invite 
others into the abundant life of God, to make disciples. 

The work before us is daunting. 

How do small declining communities of faith become the church that the scriptures call us to be? 

The best leadership material in the world cannot solve this problem. But with God all things 
are possible. 

Effective, faithful church leadership begins with discipleship, with a deep trust in God and an 
ability to put faith into practice. 

I fully believe that we are all leaders in the church, and the more 
we can live as disciples the more effective will be our leadership. 
Maybe that is a new concept – aren’t churches hierarchical? In 
some ways, yes, but (as read in An Outline of the Faith, 
commonly called the Catechism -BCP p.855) it is through the 
ministry of all its members that the mission of the church is 
carried out. That mission is to restore all people to unity with 
God and each other in Christ as it prays and worships, proclaims 
the Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and love. 

In other words, we are all accountable for our discipleship. We 
can all be agents of change in a world transformed by our 
discipleship. The story of Pentecost is a prime example of 
transformative leadership.  

continued on next page   
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continued from previous page   

Pentecost Transformation 
-by Jessica Noonan, Associate Director of LEAD 

During Jesus’ time, Pentecost was a major Jewish celebration of the first fruits 
of the harvest. It was also a pilgrim festival, which meant that every Jewish 
adult male from each home would travel to the temple in Jerusalem for the 
festival. It was a time of celebration! Think Fiesta in San Antonio, or Mardi Gras 
in New Orleans, or Pride in San Francisco. As we read the beginning of Acts, we 
can imagine the bustle of thousands of people from many different countries, 
cultures speaking numerous languages. It’s in the midst of this jubilant atmosphere something 
strange begins to happen - the sound of a violent, rushing wind, tongues of fire appear above 
the apostles’ heads, and the apostles begin to speak in different languages. Every person who 
is there in the crowd immediately knows what is being said in their own language! The people 
are astonished by all that is happening around them. It’s probably total chaos, yet there is 
purpose in the midst of it all. Just as Jesus had promised, they would not be alone. The Holy 
Spirit had arrived. Through this mind-blowing experience, thousands became believers in Jesus 
Christ. Not only were they believers but they began to live together in community, sharing all 
they had in common. This is the beginning of the church.  

The Holy Spirit transformed everyone through this experience. She is always doing things like 
that. The leaders (the apostles), the community (all the people gathered in Jerusalem), and I 
would assume others not named. After this, some would stay in Jerusalem, but many probably 
went back home to all the different countries they came from as new people, changed people. 
Sometimes we are afraid of change as a church, and say things like, “We’ve always done it that 
way”, or resist trying new ways of doing ministry, or going into the neighborhood to listen and 
learn about the people living around us when they might be different. I would imagine all of 
the Jews on this particular Pentecost would have met resistance when they started telling 
others what they learned about Jesus and this crazy experience with tongues of fire and 
people speaking in different languages!  

All of life is about change - learning to talk, sing, walk, ride a bike, read, be in relationship, 
empathize with others, take care of yourself and others, jobs, move to a new place, birth, and 
death - the list goes on! Once you think you know how to function in life one way, there is a 
new way of being to adapt to. Change is hard. There is grief when we choose a new way of 
doing something or it’s chosen for us by someone else. Yet, throughout the Bible we see God 
is all about change and transformation. Just keep reading the book of Acts and see how things 
change! God invites each one of us into being adaptive leaders, shaped by Jesus, to point out 
God’s hope, healing, and love in this world. Let’s get curious, ask good questions, and take 
brave steps forward in the midst of our faith communities. What Pentecost transformation is 
happening right now in the larger church? What is your role in the work before you? Take a 
step and know that you are not alone. The Holy Spirit is with you. 

Ms. Noonan poses some excellent questions… what is your role in bringing the hope, life, love, healing, 
forgiveness, freedom, and purpose of the Gospel in our time and place? How can St. John’s and the Holy 
Spirit partner with you in that effort? 

Peace and blessings, 
 
 
Jim+ 
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N Saginaw Rd, Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   This link will take you to a screen where you will 
enter the amount of your donation, and designate a specific purpose or fund.  Enter your 
email address as well, and you’ll 
receive an electronic receipt. 
You can also access electronic 
giving from the upper right-hand 
corner of our webpage, and from 
the pinned post on our Facebook 
page: 

If you have any questions about your continued financial 
support of St John’s, please call the church office and your 
call will be directed to the appropriate staff person. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

May Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

You can find older services on this page: 
  www.sjec-midland.org/sermons   

3rd Sunday of Easter (May 1) 
Holy Eucharist 

6th Sunday of Easter (May 22) 
Holy Eucharist 

4th Sunday of Easter (May 8) 
A Service of Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist 

7th Sunday of Easter (May 29) 
Holy Eucharist 

5th Sunday of Easter (May 15) 
Holy Eucharist 

 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
http://www.sjec-midland.org/samples/media/audio/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/530914418692670
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/530914418692670
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/551937326327337
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/551937326327337
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/508238247754501
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/508238247754501
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1181604405938634
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1181604405938634
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1231277480741217
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1231277480741217


Page 4 

      The Epistle                                                                                    June 2022 

COOKOUT AT ST. JOHN’S 
     SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

 
   St. John’s would like to welcome summer with a cookout   
  following our 10:00AM worship service on Sunday, June 12th.  But 
we need some light parishioner help to make this happen… things like 
bringing donations of desserts, chips or beverages; cleaning up post-event; 
taking a turn on the grill; etc. 
 
Here’s a link to view the various ways you can pitch-in and to sign-up to 
help with our Cookout:  https:www.signupgenius.com/go/5080549AFAC2DA3FC1-welcome 
 

We appreciate your timely response to help us plan.  Thank you! 

VBS Returns August 1-4, 2022 
 
Who wants to get Muddy? Join us for four days of following the Muddy Church 
trails on August 1-4, 2022 from 6:30-8pm. Each night we will follow the Muddy 
Trail on a new Biblical Adventure. This is a VBS for all ages. Children from age 5 
and up may attend alone. Anyone 4 and under is welcome to attend with a 
grown up. 

 

Muddy Church Trail Station volunteers are needed. 

Contact Missy Harrison at 989-631-2260. 

NO July Men’s Breakfast 
 
Since the first Monday in July is the 4th, there will be no Men’s Breakfast.  Join 
us for food and fellowship on the first Monday in August (August 1). 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080549AFAC2DA3FC1-welcome
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Congratulations Graduates! 

Drew & Elizabeth 
Albright 

Drew and Elizabeth Albright graduated from Learning Tree Cooperative 
Preschool.  Drew will attend Kindergarten in the fall at Midland Public Schools 
and Elizabeth will join the Prekindergarten class at Learning Tree Cooperative 
Preschool.  Big sister Anna, mom and dad are very proud of how much they've 
learned this year  

Abby 
Germain 

Abby Germain graduated from Chippewa Cooperative Preschool on May 20, 
2022.  She will be attending Chestnut Hill Elementary in the fall.   

Alyssa Sundria Jones graduated from Delta College with an Associates Degree in 
Surgical Technology.  The granddaughter of Preston and Betty Jones, Alyssa has 
often attended St. Johns, participating in Worship Center and other church 
activities and events.  During her college career at Delta she worked as a Student 
Assistant in the Office of the Registrar, where she often guided pre-college tours 
for newly enrolled students.  Alyssa was frequently on the Dean’s List at Delta, 
and during her wait for clinical assignment, she trained in surgical 
instrumentation and was hired by St. Mary’s Hospital in Saginaw as a Clinical Aide 

to sterilize and prepare instruments for the Operating Room.  At St. Mary’s she worked as a front line worker 
during the first year of Covid-19 pandemic, often on required overtime.  Her dedication and commitment 
were duly noted by her supervisors and she was an invited speaker to student 
classes at St. Mary’s Hospital.  Alyssa’s clinical requirements were completed at 
McLaren Hospital in Bay City, April 2022.  She has accepted a position in Surgical 
Technology at a hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Alyssa Sundria 
Jones 
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Sean 
Sedlar 

Sean Sedlar graduated from H.H. Dow High School in May of 2022.  Sean plans to 
attend Saginaw Valley State University in the fall, majoring in accounting.  

Aden 
Vogt 

Aden Vogt graduated from Forest Hills Northern High School, Grand Rapids, MI.  
Aden will attend Forest Hills Transition Center next year.  Aden is the grandson of 
Charles and Marnie Bash, and the son of Kim and Doug Vogt of Grand Rapids.  

Josephine 
Thompson 

Josephine Thompson graduated from Midland High School in May of 2022.  
Josephine will attend Michigan Technological University in the fall.  

Almighty God, be with all graduates at this important crossroad in their journey into a future of 
wondrous possibility. Bless their efforts, guide their choices, confirm their gifts, and support 
their growth, that they may faithfully discern your will for their lives. Be with us that we may 
appropriately share in their joys, support them in their disappointments, and confidently 
commend them to your loving care. In the name of Jesus, your Son and our Savior, who 
journeys with those persons we celebrate wherever they go. Amen. 
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Diocesan Confirmation 
St. Paul’s, Flint 
May 22, 2022 

Pride Night at the Loon’s Game 
June 3, 2022 

Good News Garden 
May 21, 2022 

May 21, 2022 
Stamp Out Hunger 
May 14, 2022 
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Library News — The Waring Room: 
Faith and Spirituality                                  
      by Marnie Bash 

In the set of shelves next to the books on the 
Episcopal Church is the section, “Faith and 
Spirituality”. This section includes the “basics” – Basic 
Christianity, God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit – about 
spiritual practices, and a variety of authors describing 
how faith can grow and be seen in the world.  

Basic Christianity (found on the top shelf) includes 
such classics as CS Lewis’ Mere Christianity, John 
Stott’s Basic Christianity, and Tom Wright’s Simply 
Christian. (By now, I think you get the idea. ☺) Also in 
this section you will find Martin Thielen’s books, 
What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian, 
and The Answer to Bad Religion Is Not No Religion, 
both written in a slightly lighter vein but with telling 
thoughts, particularly for doubters. There is also a 
book by our former rector, Bruce McNab, Finding the 
Way. Even if you are an active Christian and know 
what you believe, any one of these books is helpful 
and will refresh our understanding of Christianity.   

The books about God/Jesus/Holy Spirit follow; these 
are numerous and, as we discussed in Women 
Journeying Together, are often quite different from 
one another, presenting the author’s idea of God 
and/or Jesus. They span a fairly wide perspective of 
views. Here you’ll find Rob Bells’ What We Talk About 
When We Talk About God, Marcus Borg’s Meeting 
Jesus Again for the First Time, Jesus Before 
Christianity by Albert Nolan, and The Jesus I Never 
Knew by Philip Yancey, as well as books by Tom 
Wright and others.   

The next shelf down is filled with books related to 
prayer, books about prayer and books of prayers. 
Books about prayer include Beginning to Pray by 
Anthony Bloom, an older book but still very helpful. 
Then there is The Praying Life by Debora Smith 
Douglas, and Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home 
by Richard Foster, or Beyond Words: 15 Ways of 
Doing Prayer by Kristen Ingram; many different ways 
of approaching prayer. In addition, this group has 
several books on contemplative or centering prayer. 
Next, there are several books specifically about the 
Lord’s Prayer: The Greatest Prayer, by John Dominic 
Crossan, The Prayer of Jesus by Hank Hanegraaff (my 
favorite), and The Lord and His Prayer by NT Wright. 
And there are the prayers themselves. If you’re 
looking for some new prayers to pray, for table 
graces, or for a prayer on a specific topic, look into 
these books. (Please note: compilations of prayers for 
children, most beautifully illustrated, are located in 
Williams Hall with the other children’s books on 
worship, prayer, and praise.) 

Below the books on prayer are books on other 
spiritual practices, beginning with ones discussing a 
“rule of life”. Here you will find The Rule of St 
Benedict in English, an updated version of one of the 
first such rules written for a community. Older but 
still valuable. Other 
books look at a variety 
of practices such as 
journaling, walking a 
labyrinth, Bible study, 
hospitality, and others. 
This is an interesting 
group of books that will 
require a bit more 
careful reading and 
studying than some in 
our library.  

On the fourth shelf down you will find two sets of 
books: devotionals and ones labeled “inspirational”. 
The devotionals contain a series of short reflections, 
usually on a theme, that may last for a limited time 
or, in most cases, one reflection for each day of a 
year. The One Year Book of Poetry is delightful with a 

continued on next page   
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relatively brief poem to read each day. There are a 
couple of yearly devotionals from Forward 
Movement, each on a theme and done by a variety of 
writers.  Larry Peacock’s Openings: a Daybook of 
Saints, Psalms, and Prayers has a short introduction 
to a saint each day, a psalm, and a prayer starter; I 
thoroughly enjoyed this one and have used it more 
than once.  Also there’s the Bible Challenge 
Devotional with a meditation to accompany the 
reading from the Bible Challenge each day. They are 
all a good way to start or end a day, and rarely take 
more than10 minutes for a given reflection.  

Next to the devotionals are the “inspirational” books, 
a wide variety of books 
that show ways in which 
the writers have grown/
used their spiritual life in 
viewing and living in the 
world. Several wonderful 
books here to uplift us 
and make the world seem 
a bit brighter. Some of my 
favorites: The Gospel 
According to Dr Seuss, 
God Works the Night 
Shift, What Size Are God’s 
Shoes (answering 
children’s questions), and 
Messy Spirituality.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re looking to 
stretch your faith a bit or 
perhaps talk with 
someone about your 
faith, I think you’ll find 
the books in this section 
of the library are a great 
help as well as being 
enjoyable and worth 
taking the time to read.  

Feature Shelves: This month I 
have chosen books from the Faith 
and Spirituality shelves since I was 
already highlighting them in the Library News. There 
are books from two pastors: Bishop Untener, The 
Practical Prophet, and Bruce McNab, Let Your Light 
Shine; books on prayer from Brian McLaren, Deborah 
Douglas, and Kristin Ingram. Joyce Rupp speaks of 
Fresh Bread, and CS Lewis and Tom Wright 
give us Mere Christianity and Simply Christian. Stop 
by the feature shelves in Williams Hall and find a 
book that appeals. And while you’re at it, be sure and 
check out Betty Jones’ new book, Pass It On: Sharing 
Our Story  among the New Books.  

continued from previous page   

Midland County Health Department is now offering 
Booster vaccines for ages 5-11, starting on May 24th. 
You can walk in or schedule on their webpage, 
County of Midland, Michigan > Health Department > 
COVID Vaccine Information. 
 
They will also continue to offer 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 
Booster doses for all that are eligible 

https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HealthDepartment/COVIDVaccineInformation.aspx
https://www.co.midland.mi.us/HealthDepartment/COVIDVaccineInformation.aspx
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       BCP Spotlight 
          by Ellen McVey 
 
12. For a Church Convention or Meeting (p. 818) 
 

Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be 
present with those who take counsel [in ……..] for the renewal and mission of 
your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide 
us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and 
the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
This prayer could be useful at the start of any meeting where decisions are being made that impact the work 
of the Church.  Specifically, this prayer could be used to pray for all who will gather in Baltimore July 8-11 to 
do the governing work of the Church.  
 
Please also pray for the health & safety of our diocesan deputation as they travel to/from Baltimore: 
 
53.  For Travelers (p. 831) 
 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find 
wherever we go: Preserve those who travel [in particular ………………..]; surround them with 
your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s 
end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Coming Soon - The 80th General Convention  
of The Episcopal Church! 

 
The General Convention is the decision-making body of The Episcopal 
Church.  Composed of the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops, the 
convention gathers every three years (in non-pandemic times) to take up 
the business of the church — debating and acting on resolutions, 
worshiping and praying together, and reflecting on and preparing for 
ministry in the church in the long-term. Originally scheduled for July of 2021, the 80th General 
Convention was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Recently, due to continued COVID 
concerns, the event was reduced from 8 days to a 4-day event (July 8-11) to be held in 
Baltimore. Participation is also being limited to those required to conduct the business of the 
Church. 
 
Over the next few weeks,  convention leaders will identify the critical few business items to be 
addressed during the 4-day meeting.  This means many important issues will be delayed until 
the 81st General Convention, currently expected to take place in 2024. 

continued on next page   
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Meanwhile, for several months, the deputation from the Diocese of Eastern Michigan has 
been meeting jointly with the deputation from the Diocese of Western Michigan to prepare 
for the work of convention.  Some of us have also been asked to serve on church-wide 
legislative committees to address specific issues and have already begun serving in that 
capacity via Zoom calls. 
 
The joint deputations are hosting 2 pre-General Convention meetings (via Zoom) and invite 
everyone to join us to learn more about the workings of General Convention and learn how to 
stay informed of our activities during GC80.   These meetings will be held June 11th, 11-12:30 
p.m. and June 16, 7-8:30 p.m.   You can learn more and  RSVP for one of these meetings, using 
the link below: 
 

https://eastmich.org/pre-post-general-convention-meetings/ 
 
  Diocese of Eastern Michigan Bishop & Deputation: 
  The Right Rev. Prince Singh 
 
  Clergy Deputies:      Lay Deputies: 
  The Rev Pam Lenartowicz    Dr. Elizabeth Jordan 
  The Rev. Tom Manney    Ellen McVey, Deputation Chair 
  The Rev. Nancy Mayhew    Carol Moggo 
  The Rev Curt Norman     Sara Philo 
  The Rev. Don Davidson (alternate) Linda Rathburn (alternate) 
  
If you have any questions about GC80 or about being a deputy for The 81st General Convention 
in 2024, please let me know.  ~ Ellen McVey 

Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast 

continued from previous page   

https://eastmich.org/pre-post-general-convention-meetings/
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=28d1183b94
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=28d1183b94
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253&id=28d1183b94


Page 12 

      The Epistle                                                                                    June 2022 

Crackers, we’re crackers for SAMS! 
 

Please consider a contribution of crackers of any kind — Graham, Ritz, Goldfish… 
the choice is yours… to SAMS in the month of May.  There is a bin ready to accept 
your donations in the Narthex. 



Page 13 

       The Epistle                                                                                    June 2022 

The next hike of our 2022 season will take place on Saturday, June 25th at the Lumberman’s 

Monument Trail in Oscoda, celebrating the Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist! 

The Lumberman's Monument Forest Discovery Trail, which begins 

from the Visitor's Center, focuses on Michigan's history of both 

extractive industry and conservation. Barring any necessary changes, 

we will be hiking and praying along the Forest Discovery Trail, which 

intersects and also follows parts of the much longer Highbanks Trail. 

Well-behaved dogs are welcome to join us at this site. 

We will meet and set up basecamp at the eastern end of the picnic 

space at the Visitor's Center. When you arrive, turn right at the 

Visitor's Center and find us toward the end of the parking lot. We will 

have signs helping to direct!  

All in Eastern and Western Michigan are invited to join Holy Hikes Great Lakes as we hike (of 

course), learn, pray, and worship together in God’s creation.  Please click here for more details, 

and click the button, below, to RSVP to join us for this no-cost event! 

Our Holy Hikes Chapter Coordinator is Beckett Leclaire (Grace, Port Huron).  

Questions?  Contact Beckett at bleclaire@eastmich.org or 

bleclaire@edwm.org. 

The photo, above, shows Holy Hikers, including parishioners from St. John’s, praying together at 

one of the prayer stations along the route during our recent hike in Saginaw. 

RSVP 

https://eastmich.org/holy-hikes/
mailto:bleclaire@eastmich.org
mailto:bleclaire@eastmich.org
https://theepiscopaldioceseofeasternmichigan.formstack.com/forms/holyhikes2021?mc_cid=948fc1e116&mc_eid=7866c0876d


Page 14 

      The Epistle                                                                                    June 2022 

Success in Saving Lives 
 
A huge thank you to all the donors who came out to support our preschool and community!  We were able to 
collect 18 units of blood which means we've helped save 54 lives!  For every donor that registers, the 
preschool receives a $10 grant that goes to provide much needed scholarships and funding to help keep our 
costs affordable for all families. 
 
Please consider joining us in August when we host our second blood drive for the summer!  Registration 
information will be in the July Epistle.  Be a part of something great!  Saving lives and helping children get a 
great start to their education.  
 

Playground Renovation Complete! 
 
It is our incredible honor and pleasure to announce that the new playground is complete and open for lots of 
fun!  This project was a 3-year labor of love and dedication, and the Learning Tree Cooperative Preschool 
Board, staff, and families are so excited to share this space with St. John's and the Midland community.   
 
Changes to the space include:  brand new, taller, vinyl coated fencing; ADA accessible ramp and gates; new 
play structure; new, colorful composite train; new 8’ x 8’ sandbox with cover; new playground border and 
safety surfacing. 
 
This project could not have happened without the generous financial support of the Midland community and 
its partners, including: Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation; Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation; Charles J. 
Strosacker Foundation; Midland Area Community Foundation's Hemlock Semiconductor Donor-Advised 
Fund; Kiwanis Club of Midland; Midland Morning Rotary; Members First Credit Union.  Many community 

members also donated 
funds and/or bottles and 
cans to help us raise the 
$5,000 necessary for a 3:1 
match from the H. Dow 
Foundation.   
 
A ribbon cutting ceremony 
is in the works so be on the 
lookout and join us for an 
"official" grand opening 

BEFORE AFTER 
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Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers 
for the Wider Church.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link at the bottom of the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, James Robinson, Phil Robinson, Cathy 
Chang & Juan Lopez, Jim & Sue R., Melanie Kalmar, 
Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent, Janeene Brady, 
Kristi, Arra, Jay, Penny, Ashlee, Mair Alsgaard, Frank, 
Matt Rorvik, The Rev. Susan Spier & family, Jan & 
David, David, Carol, George, Stan, Ken, the people of 
Gaylord, and the C3 Gospel Choir. 

Give thanks w/those celebrating June Birthdays... 

  2 - Preston Jones 
  7 - Charlotte Jacqmain 
13 - Tom Webb 
16 - Stephen Jacqmain 
17 - Logan Stoll 
19 - Dennis Morden 

21 - Susie Staloch 
        Roger Bryant 
25 - Melanie Massey 
27 - Gail Hoffman 
28 - Deborah Randall 

Give thanks with those celebrating June Anniversaries... 

10 - John & Janet Marcou 
        Dan & Deborah Randall 
16 - Mike & Susie Staloch 
17 - Roger & Deanna Bryant 
18 - Basil & Margaret Clark 
        Ralph & Susan Rye 

19 - Michael & Cathy Strong 
22 - Jim & Charlotte Bakeman 
        Fred & Alice Stoll 
23 - Ernest & Linda Carter 
24 - Lee & H.J. Smith 

    
 

Rest eternal grant unto her, O Lord;  
and let light perpetual shine upon her. 

  

    

Contact the church office 
631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 

• to add someone to the prayer list 
• inform us of your marriage date  
• inform us of your birth date 
• inform us if you’ve been baptized 

Pastoral Care 
Since the publication of our last Epistle, we have marked the   
following passage: 

    Deaths  

 May 22…………………...Janet Harry 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors?     

… who is a patient in one of our area hospitals?  
… who should be added to our prayer list?   

With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: The Rev. Jim Harrison 810-516-2159 (cell) . 

These parishioners serve St. John’s 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. John’s is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Bob Estabrook 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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Meditation with Angela 
Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

June 2 thru September 1 

Meditation is a spiritual practice 
found in many religious 
traditions that focuses on 
quieting the mind and opening 
ourselves up to be in the 
present moment.  In Christian 
meditation we allow ourselves 
to let go of all thought and 

expectations and spend time in the presence of 
God.  This tradition was introduced by Fr. John Main 
and has continued through the World Community of 
Christian Meditation (WCCM). 

Angela Garcia invites you to experience this time of 
silence and stillness on Thursday evenings at 7pm in 
the Courtyard. 

HEAD OF THE CHURCH  - JESUS CHRIST 
MINISTERS  -  ALL OUR MEMBERS 

 
Clergy 
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh ..... Bishop Provisional 
The Rev. Jim Harrison ................... Priest-in-Charge 
 
Staff 
Dr. Amon Eady .......................... Director of Music 
Mair Alsgaard ............................................ Organist 
Denise Isenbarger .. Bookkeeper & Office Manager 
Missy Harrison ....................... Director of Children 
 and Youth Ministries 
Ellen Woodard ..................Administrative Assistant 
Russell Shellberg ............. Director of Broadcasting 
Nick Lowthian ............................................ Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OUR VESTRY  -  OUR ELECTED LEADERS 
 
Class of 2023     Class of 2025 
Jesse Donahue    Paul Tolly 
Sara Philo      Gina Wilson 
Lee Smith, Co-Warden 
 
Class of 2024 
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Chris Lauckner, Co-Warden 
Ellen McVey, Assistant Clerk 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, 

call or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 

Tai Chi in the Garden 
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm 

June 1 thru September 28 
 

Offered by Laurie McGuire, P.T.,  
of Physical Therapy Center 

$5 per session 
No experience required 



Page 17 

       The Epistle                                                                                    June 2022 

The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early July.  The final deadline for submissions is 

Monday, July 4.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming events and 
activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Priest-in-Charge - The Reverend Jim Harrison 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland                                                                @LinkingLive s  

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  9:00am Fellowship Hour…………...……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Fellowship Hour……….………………… Williams Hall 
  5:00pm NA……………………………………………... McNab Room 
  6:30pm Youth Group……………….. contact Missy Harrison 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement……….… contact Sara Philo 

Monday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm) 

  8:00am Morning Prayer……………………………..…. Facebook 
12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 

Tuesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00pm Compline…………………………………….…... Facebook 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

Wednesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Women’s Bible Study…………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist…………. Sanctuary & Facebook 
  5:30pm Tai Chi in the Garden…………………. Courtyard 

Thursday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00am Morning Prayer……………….…………... Facebook 
10:00am Love Knots (bi-weekly)………….... Williams Hall 
  7:00pm Meditation with Angela………………. Courtyard 

Friday (Parish Office open 9am-noon)  
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer…………………………….. Facebook 

Saturday 
  8:00am Compline………………………………….….. Facebook 
12:00pm AA………………………………………….. McNab Room 
  7:00pm NA…………………………………………. McNab Room 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on             
Facebook.  Go to:  https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos 

A live service will have a red box with the word “Live” in the upper left-hand corner of the window.   
All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

https://twitter.com/LinkingLives
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.sjec-midland.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland

