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Engaging Problematic Scriptures 
 
In our Baptismal Covenant, we are asked: “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 
the dignity of every human being?” To which, we reply, “I will, with God’s help.” It is a tall order, always, in 
our daily living, to treat others with the respect worthy of a child of God when we are frustrated or angered 
or feel helpless in life’s uncertainties. But try we do – with God’s help. There are other times when our lack of 
respect can be less obvious, especially when our actions are codified in societal practice or even in our 
liturgy!  

“Annually, during Holy Week, the Episcopal Church requires us to hear language denigrating Jews in chapters 
18 & 19 of John’s Gospel.  In 2006-2015, four General Conventions recognized that this language has been 
used to empower anti-Semitism and called on the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music (SCLM) to 
educate the Church by providing context for the language,” begins the Explanation for Resolution C014, On 
Addressing the Anti-Semitic Impact of Lectionary Readings for Holy Week which will go before the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church this July in Baltimore, Maryland. The resolution recommends “revisions 
to the Church’s appointed Lectionary readings for Holy Week to remedy passages that use language that has 
been interpreted as anti-Semitic while maintaining the meaning and intent of the original Greek texts, and 
that the Episcopal Church advocate that other denominations using the Revised Common Lectionary consider 
the same changes.” 

For years it has been my job, along with other clergy, to provide context and teaching, particularly around the 
use of the word Jews in the Gospel of John which has, historically, led to demonization of Jews, with the 
consequence that quite commonly on Good Friday Jewish families would remain hidden in their homes in 

order to avoid abuse and even death. 

This year Presiding Bishop Curry has proclaimed that the Church 
must stand against the rising tide of racism and anti-Semitism. In 
the face of this rising tide, we need to do more than merely 
provide context and education because context does not stand 
on the same level as proclamation of Holy Scripture. In addition, 
there is no practical way to ensure that every church provides 
the necessary context. Bulletin notes and sermon explanations 
are not accessible to all, such as children. 

At St. John’s, we will hear from chapters 18 & 19 of John’s 
Gospel on Good Friday, albeit, in a new way with congregational 
sung response throughout the reading. Our Good Friday liturgy 
will follow several other approved revisions. The epistle reading 
will be from Philippians rather than Hebrews, to provide  
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alternative perspective on the meaning of the death of Jesus Christ. The traditional reading from the Letter to 
the Hebrews frames the death of Jesus as the final sacrifice offered to God. Jesus Christ becomes both the 
sacrifice and the high priest offering the sacrifice. The alternative reading from the Letter to the Philippians 
explains the death of Jesus Christ on the cross as the culmination of his self-emptying life in this world, 
despite his equality with God. His death becomes the vehicle for his exaltation and his definitive revelation as 
Lord. 

This alternate rite introduces a new Solemn Collect for the Jewish people. Historically, the church prayed on 
Good Friday that Jews, who had been blamed for the death of Jesus, would convert from their blindness and 
hardness of heart. While such a prayer has never been in the Episcopal Church’s Book of Common Prayer, it is 
a legacy to which we are accountable, given that it at 7 times inspired violence against Jews. In our own time, 
Christian churches have begun to repair their relationship with the Jewish people, including offering prayers 
on Good Friday that affirm God’s relationship with the Jewish people. Notably, the Anglican Church of 
Canada and the Church of England have such prayers. This solemn collect contains some of the themes found 
in these recent prayers. It grounds God’s redemptive work as beginning with the Jewish people from whom 
Jesus Christ was born. This collect states that God’s covenant with the Jewish people has never been broken 
and prays for their continued flourishing and safety as witnesses to God. This collect concludes with an 
acknowledgment of Christian harm done to the Jewish people and envisions a new life where Jews and 
Christians walk together in the life of God for the sake of the world. 

Living into our Baptismal call toward respect and dignity, the Solemn Collect for those who suffer has been 
revised with person first language, an approach that ensures that those who experience various conditions 
are not defined by those exclusively. Additionally, some new categories that have emerged within the 
collective consciousness of the church over the past several decades have been added. A specific petition for 
persecuted Christians has been added as a reminder that globally many still suffer for Christ’s sake. 

And, finally, the final Solemn Collect retains the original petitions but its bidding and conclusion have been 
revised from the current rite. This collect does not frame the possibility of redemption solely within an 
acceptance of the Gospel, but as a question of how people respond to the work of the Triune God. The 
human failings named in this petition are measured in terms of loving responses to God in the world, 
whether within or outside the church. The final prayer especially names the importance for Christians to 
make amends for sins committed even as it hopes that all people may turn to God. 

For further awareness into this topic, read insights from Professor Amy-Jill Levine: Change the Lectionary - 
House of Deputies News (deputynews.org)  

As we are mindful of the potential harm to others our words and actions may bring about and, as experience 
these changes to our liturgy, please be attentive to your own responses, emotionally, intellectually, and 
otherwise, and share those responses with me as we work together to gain insight into how best we live as 
followers of Jesus, the Only Son of God, sent (as John’s Gospel also says) “for God so loved the world… 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
 
 
Jim+ 

https://deputynews.org/change-the-lectionary/?mc_cid=1a4af05f08&mc_eid=9884fa5b8c
https://deputynews.org/change-the-lectionary/?mc_cid=1a4af05f08&mc_eid=9884fa5b8c
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N Saginaw Rd, Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   This link will take you to a screen where you will 
enter the amount of your donation, and designate a specific purpose or fund.  Enter your 
email address as well, and you’ll 
receive an electronic receipt. 
You can also access electronic 
giving from the upper right-hand 
corner of our webpage, and from 
the pinned post on our Facebook 
page: 

If you have any questions about your continued financial 
support of St John’s, please call the church office and your 
call will be directed to the appropriate staff person. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

March Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

You can find older services on this page: 
  www.sjec-midland.org/sermons   

1st Sunday in Lent (March 6) 
Liturgy of the Word (unavailable) 

3rd Sunday in Lent (March 20) 
Liturgy of the Word 

2nd Sunday in Lent (March 13) 
Liturgy of the Word 

4th Sunday in Lent (March 27) 
Liturgy of the Word 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
http://www.sjec-midland.org/samples/media/audio/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/5338001666245116
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/5338001666245116
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/335512521876276
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/335512521876276
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1020078251953438
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1020078251953438
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The following is a summary of the status of our rector search process which we communicated during 
worship services on Sunday, March 27, 2022.  It’s been about a year since we actively started the search 
process.  In that time,  a 9-person search committee was formed.  They held congregational listening sessions 
to understand what you value about St. John’s and what you hope for our future.  This became the basis of 
the  St. John's Parish Profile which was approved by the vestry.  In September 2021 our opening was 
advertised and presented at a conference of diocesan representatives from around the country.  An excellent 
candidate applied and the search committee began an extensive interview process which resulted in a 
recommendation to the vestry.  The vestry concurred and began drafting a formal agreement.  However, 
before this could be finalized the candidate withdrew from the process due to extenuating circumstances.    

As a result, we are renewing efforts to advertise our position and locate additional candidates.  In terms of 
timing, we could be looking at another 12-18 months before a rector is called.  Of course, this is just our best 
guess – currently the supply of rector applicants is small and there are many churches actively searching for a 
new rector.   

Going forward, the Search Committee will remain intact and will resume activities when we receive 
applicants for consideration.  We are grateful to them for their service in the past year.  We feel very  blessed 
to have Fr.  Jim, the staff, and vestry supporting us during this time of rector transition while also addressing 
the complexities thrust on us by the pandemic.   We are also blessed with the enthusiasm and dedication of 
each of you who individually and collectively continue to live into our call to be the body of Christ in the 
world.   

We continue to ask for your prayers that God will make us a community of humility and grace, trusting in 
God’s will for us,  and will raise up a priest and a pastor who will boldly proclaim the Gospel, faithfully 
administer the Sacraments, and serve us with love and compassion.  

With gratitude for all our blessings, 

Chris Lauckner & Lee Smith, Co-Wardens 

Update! 

Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast 

https://mailchi.mp/b3a43c604ab2/the-feast-online-5018928
https://mailchi.mp/b3a43c604ab2/the-feast-online-5018928
https://mailchi.mp/b3a43c604ab2/the-feast-online-5018928
https://mailchi.mp/b3a43c604ab2/the-feast-online-5018928
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES: 

PALM SUNDAY – APRIL 10 
8:00am – Holy Eucharist (spoken) 

10:00am – Holy Eucharist (w/music) 

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK – APRIL 13 
12:00pm – Holy Eucharist – Elliott Chapel 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – APRIL 14 
7:00pm – Holy Eucharist (w/foot washing) 

9:00pm – 10:00am (April 15) 
Overnight Vigil 

GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 15 
12:00 Noon – Good Friday Liturgy 

7:00pm – Good Friday Liturgy 

EASTER SUNDAY – APRIL 17 
8:00am – Holy Eucharist (spoken) 

10:00am – Holy Eucharist (w/music) 

Calling All Graduates! 
 
The 2022 school year is ending soon. That means it is 
time to recognize our graduates. Do you have a 
relative that is graduating from preschool, high 
school, trade school, college, or any other school that 
needs celebrating? Maybe that relative is you. Send 
along a photo and a bit of information about the 
student to missy@sjec-midland.org. Graduating 
students will be celebrated in our June Epistle.  

mailto:missy@sjec-midland.org
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Women Journeying Together 
  by Marnie Bash 

 
In early April we will be finishing up our current study, An Altar in the World by Barbara 
Brown Taylor, with a discussion of the final chapters on the topics of prayer and blessings. 
Then, following a break for Holy Week, we will begin our new study on April 21st.  
 
Throughout the Easter season we will be considering a variety of ways to approach the gospels, what we’re 
calling A Kaleidoscope of Biblical Views (with an emphasis on the Gospels).  Our primary resources will be 
lectures from several series about the Bible put out by The Teaching Company, but we will also be looking at 
ideas taken from a number of books, and various issues of Christian History Magazine. Our first week, April 
21, will be The Paradox of the New Testament by Professor David Brakke and The Beginnings of the Gospel 
Tradition by Prof. Bart Ehrman.  On the 28th, we’ll look at Why Compose Gospels? from Prof. Luke Timothy 
Johnson. Ultimately, we will also be hearing from Professors Amy-Jill Levine and Phillip Cary. A little different 
from our usual studies, but we hope it will be informative and fun. Come and join us Thursday afternoons for 
this new study; there’s no preparation needed! 

 
Women Journeying Together meets each Thursday during the school year, from 1:00PM to roughly 2:30, in 
the Activity Room downstairs. We discuss, share, laugh with and pray for each other. If you have questions, 
please contact Marnie Bash, mpbash@ameritech.net, or come and join us in the Activity Room on a 
Thursday afternoon.  

Men’s Breakfast — Monday, May 2 
 
Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast.  Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller 
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table. 

JOIN US for food and fellowship!! 

mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
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Library News — The Waring 
Room:  Resources and 

References 
     by Marnie Bash 

As promised, we have finally come to the bulk of 
the library collections, located in the Waring 
Room, opposite the church office. I’d like to give a 
quick overview of the entire area and then focus 
today on the area holding the Reference and 
Resource books and what that includes.  

As you enter the Waring Room, straight ahead of 
you are a group of low shelves under the window; 
these shelves are used 
primarily for the 
resource books but also, 
at present, contain the 
many DVD studies that 
are a part of the library 
and available to check-
out. To the right of these 
shelves is the alcove with 
the taller bookcases. The 
one immediately to the 
right is the Episcopal 
Section; this contains “all 
things Episcopal”, 
material about the 
Episcopal Church, liturgy, 
seasonal materials, etc. The next 2 sets of shelves 
contain books on Faith & Spirituality followed by 
Growth & Development. The two half bookcases 
on either side of the desk contain the “Special” 

section - categories that didn’t 
really fit in the other major 
groupings: SJEC and Midland 
County, Religion and Other 
Faiths to the left of the 
desk, and Art & Travel and 
Spiritual Guides to the 
right. Moving around to the 
right, on the front wall of 
the alcove, the next two 
bookcases include all the 
historical materials under 
Classical Interest. And finally, the 
bookcase on the edge of the front wall 

holds Stories and 
Storytellers, collections 
of more recent books.   

The Resource and 
Reference collection 
contain books primarily 
geared to helping you 
read the Bible, both Old 
and New Testaments, 
with greater 
understanding and 
clarity. There are a 
variety of dictionaries, 
many books directly 
focused on the Bible, and 
the various Biblical 

studies and commentaries. And then there are 
the Bibles - many, many Bibles - in many different 
translations and versions.  

Farthest to the left, against the long wall, are the 
dictionaries. “Dictionaries” includes Bible 
Dictionaries – Harper Bible Dictionary, Dictionary 
of the Bible, etc - a collegiate dictionary, a couple 
of thesauruses, Harper’s Bible Pronunciation 
Guide – super helpful for lectors and others 
reading out loud! – and several other dictionary/
encyclopedia style books.   

Beyond the dictionaries are a series of books 
about the contents of the Bible, collections of 

Library News-Feature Shelves (Williams Hall): 
During the end of March and through April, 
the books on the Feature Shelves are 
changing rather rapidly. The last week of 
March and the first of April saw materials on 
the Passover and on Judaism.  Beginning in 
early April, books about and devotionals for 
Holy Week, Good Friday, and Easter were put 
out. After Easter Sunday, the shelves will 
feature Poetry and Parable, including the 
wonderful Change Sings by Amanda Gorman 
and I’ll Make Me a World by James Weldon 
Johnson.  Be sure and check these shelves 
frequently for timely and useful books.   

continued on next page   
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Midland Blooms 2022 
Saturday, May 21 

 
The Midland Business Alliance is once again coordinating Midland Blooms, an annual 

beautification project for the community.  Midland 
Blooms is in its 32nd year and involves over 500 
community volunteers to make it happen.  As in 
years past, they are planning to plant on both sides 
of Eastman Ave. for a two-and-a-half mile stretch. 
 
St. John’s is recruiting volunteers to plant our 
location along Eastman at Clover.  If you can help, 
contact Jacques Randolet: 

 

jacquesusa@charter.net 
989-600-3547 

people, ideas, prophesies, etc found in the Bible, 
and book by book synopses of the Bible story, 
including the classic, What the Bible Is All About 
from Henrietta Mears and How to Read the Bible 
Book by Book by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart. 
Next come the books listed as “Reading the 
Bible”, books giving various ways of 
understanding the Bible (many of which we will 
be using in Women Journeying Together this 
spring). Books like What Is the Bible? by Rob Bell, 
Misquoting Jesus from Bart Ehrman, and How the 
Bible Actually Works by Peter Enns, or A Hop, Skip, 
and a Jump Through the Bible by Ellsworth Kalas. 
All of them are fascinating books, and many of 
them are fun to read.  

Next are the actual resources: several books of 
maps of the Holy Land, including one that has 
overlays of each historical map showing how the 
area looks now, a book of charts from the Bible, 
and a “gospel harmony” which shows how the 
various stories in each gospel line up next to each 

other. There is also a book on the culture and 
lives of the people living in the Biblical times, the 
Handbook of Life in Bible Times. These are 
followed by the Commentaries, both commentary 
series which have separate volumes on each book 
of the Old or New Testament, and individual 
commentaries that cover a book or section of a 
book in the Bible. A couple of my favorites include 
Short Stories by Jesus from Amy-Jill Levine and 
Praying the Psalms by Walter Brueggemann. 
Some of these commentaries include actual 
studies that can be used with a group, and some 
are straightforward discussions of what is in the 
particular book. Finally, as mentioned, there are 
Bibles, found on the bottom shelf closest to the 
alcove with a few study Bibles on a display shelf 
near the window.  

If you are looking for answers about some of your 
Biblical questions or just seeking a way to make 
your Bible reading deeper, come check out some 
of the books under the window in the library.   

continued from previous page   

http://mbami.org/
mailto:jacquesusa@charter.net
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       BCP Spotlight 
          by Ellen McVey 
 

5. For Peace Among the Nations  (p. 816) 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the world into the way of justice 
and truth, and establish among them that peace which is the fruit of righteousness, that 
they may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

6. For our Enemies (p. 816) 
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us 

from prejudice to truth: deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable 
us all to stand reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

I think it’s fitting that these two prayers are placed next to each other in the BCP – I think 
of them as companion prayers.  The Prayer for Peace was composed by Bishop Edward 
Lambe Parsons, bishop of the Diocese of San Francisco (1919-1924) and the Diocese of 
California (1924-1941).  Throughout his career he was an ardent champion for social 
causes.  After retiring he served as chair of the Northern California ACLU (1941-1956) and 
then continued to serve on the board until his death in 1960 at the age of 90.  He was the 
chair of the board at the time the organization challenged the constitutionality of the 
forced removal of Japanese Americans from the West Coast.  

His prayer for peace was first included in the 1928 Prayer Book.  Scriptural references for 
this prayer are:  

James 3:18 (NRSV) – And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those 
who make peace.  

Rev 11:15 (NRSV) – Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Messiah, he will reign forever and ever.” 

The Prayer for Our Enemies is a revised form of a prayer from an anonymous correspondent, printed in The 
Living Church (September 8, 1968)1, a magazine providing commentary and news on the Episcopal Church.   I 
have always appreciated this prayer’s echo of Matthew 7:5 (NRSV) – “You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.” 

Bishop Edward Lambe Parsons 
1868-1960 

Midland Area Interfaith Friends are partnering to sponsor a Mobile Food Pantry  
through the Midland County Emergency Food Pantry Network. 

We need 20 volunteers to come help distribute food with the Mobile 
Food Pantry on Saturday, April 23. Volunteers need to be at the Islamic 
Center of Midland from 8:45am to 11:30am. This event will be outdoors 
so please dress accordingly. Masks are optional outside but will be 
required inside (except for when eating/drinking). Coffee, doughnuts and 
lunch will be provided. Thank you!  Click here to volunteer: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAEA92EA3FB6-mobile 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAEA92EA3FB6-mobile?fbclid=IwAR0y-x3sAJY7r3nluDdCB_EWN2cwGwEzLPgJ4llb-nVT-N5AGnCBLIBkdAs
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Stop Hunger Challenge 
 
No one should have to worry about how they will afford to feed themselves or their family. Many people in 
our community are faced with this concern every day.  Hunger does not discriminate. Hunger does not care 
about gender, age, race or religion. Hunger can affect people who are unemployed or working full-time.   

EFPN will be conducting its annual “Stop Hunger Challenge" during the months of March and April.  Food and 
money collected during this time will count towards this challenge.  Our goal for this campaign is $80,000 in 
food and money.  Donated food, personal care and cleaning items are valued at $1.00 per item.  We are once 
again very fortunate to have an anonymous donor offer an incentive for all donations.  EFPN will receive a 
check from this donor in proportion to the total funds and food, personal care and cleaning items received 
during the challenge period.  The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan (FBEM) is offering a 10% credit on our 
account for money donated to us. Pantries order food items from the FBEM that are not donated.  FBEM 
provides the  food for our BackPack Buddies Program.  Donations toward any of our programs or specific 
pantries will qualify for the campaign.   

Monetary donations may be sent to EFPN, P.O. Box 2521, Midland, MI 
48641-2521. You may also donate through our website, 
www.midlandcountyefpn.org. Food donations may be donated to any of 
our pantries or warehouse dropbox at 503 S Saginaw Rd.  

Winston Churchill said, "You make a living by what you do, but you make a 
life by what you give."  Thank you for your past support of EFPN.  We 
appreciate your continued support so we can all help those in need of food 
in our community.  
  
Midland County EFPN Locations: 
(please call before delivering food & supplies to pantries) 

Bullock Creek Outreach Pantry  
at Messiah Lutheran Church 
1550 S. Poseyville Rd.  
(corner of Gordonville Rd.) • 835-7143 

Coleman Railway Family Center  
4839 N. Coleman Schools Drive • 465-2079 

EFPN Warehouse  
503 S. Saginaw Rd. • 486-9393 

HELP Pantry  
at Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman St.  
(use Allen St. entrance) • 835-6759 

North Midland Family Center Pantry  
2601 E. Shearer Rd. • 689-7770 

SAMS Food Pantry  
hosted by St. John’s Episcopal Church at 
503 S. Saginaw Rd. • 631-2260 

Sanford Food Pantry  
at Sanford United Methodist Church 
2560 N. West River Rd. • 687-5353 

Wheeler Road Church of Christ Pantry  
1123 E. Wheeler Rd. • 835-8559  

West Midland Family Center Pantry  
4011 W. Isabella Rd. • 832-3256 

http://www.midlandcountyefpn.org
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Mother’s Day contributions to Life Clinic, in memory of long-
time parishioner Barbara Sovereen, have been a tradition at 
St. John’s for many years.  The ladies of St. Martha’s Guild 
sponsor the collection of these items for Life Clinic’s Baby 
Blessing Boutique for new mothers.   
 
Beginning Sunday, April 10, through Mother’s Day (Sunday, 

May 8), you may bring donations to the table set up in Williams Hall.  The following 
items are needed: 

• Desitin or A&D diaper rash ointment 

• Johnson & Johnson baby shampoo 

• Baby wash cloths and hooded bath towels 

• Baby sunscreen 

• Huggies or Pampers diapers size 4, 5, 6 

• Frangrance-free baby wipes (preferably Huggies 
or Pampers) 

• Infant mittens (so they don’t scratch their face) 

• Teethers and pacifiers 

• Sippy cups 

• Baby tableware, eating utensils 

• Summer pajamas for boys and girls (12-, 18-, 24-
month, 2T and 3T) 

• Onesies any size 

• Boppy pillows 

• Diaper bags 

• $15 fuel only cards from Speedway (to help new 
moms get to their appointments) 

• Basic baby monitors 

https://lifeclinic.org/
https://lifeclinic.org/
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ST. JOHN’S VOLUNTEERS HELP FEED 
90+ PEOPLE AT ST. PAUL’S 

 
A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the food ministry at St. 
Paul’s Saginaw on Sunday, March 27. About 20 of our faithful St. John’s parishioners 
provided a wide assortment of main and vegetable dishes, salads and desserts which 
were then transported to St. Paul’s by our drivers. Some parishioners also made cash 
contributions for the food. This provided a hearty lunch for over 90 people living in and 
around the church neighborhood.    
 

In addition to St. John’s food preparers and drivers, we would like to 
thank Nick Lothian, who made sure that St. John’s  kitchen was clean 
and ready to receive food,  Ellen Woodard, who provided both hard 
copy and online signup sheets and Rev. Jim Harrison for his support 
and encouragement.  
 
We hope to maintain this ministry with St. Paul’s and plan to have 
another event like this one later this year. At some point we should 
also be able to help serve the food once they resume a dine-in 
ministry. 
 
Again, many many thanks.  St. John’s people are the best!!! 

 

Pamela Durfee, Co-President of Midland County Foster Closet, writes: 
 

Dear Congregants of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
 

On behalf of the board of the Midland County Foster Closet, I would like ot take this 
opportunity to express our profound gratitude for your recent donation of such a wonderful 
variety of items including afghans, clothing, towels, swimwear and pull-ups.  Your generous 
donation will make a difference in the lives of children who are hurting and in need. 
 

A non-profit organization staffed completely by volunteers, the Midland County Foster Closet 
has served 608 clients to date.  At our space in the Midland Mall, we strive to maintain an 
inventory of clothing and various personal items that allows us to be very openhanded to 

meet the needs of children ages 0-18 years of age 
for a long as they are placed in care.  Be assured 
that your kind donation will help us help the 
precious clients who come our way. 
 

With deep and sincere appreciation, we offer our 
thanks to you for giving to the Midland County 
Foster Closet. 
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ACT UGANDA - It's amazing what obstacles can be 
overcome when people come together.  Please take 
some time to read ACT’s 2021 Annual Report to 
learn about all of the great activities that occurred 
last year, in spite of COVID. You can access the report 
on our website (actuganda.org) in the "nonprofit 
data" section under the About ACT pulldown. 
 

We would also like to introduce you to our new 
Blog.  This will be a great way to stay updated on 
what's happening in ACT.  You'll also learn things that 
you may not have been aware of regarding the 
activities and culture of those living in Muko Sub-
County, Uganda, and how lives are enhanced in the 
U.S. through the many activities of ACT. Visit the 
Blog at actugandablog.blogspot.com/  Once you 
reach the page, click on the "magnifying glass" next 
to the small envelope at the top of the Blog to sign 
up for automatic Blog updates, and feel free to share 
with your friends!  THANK YOU! 

Ask and ye shall receive . . .   
 

In response to the news that SAMS Pantry was running 
low on cereal, our generous SJEC parishioners donated 
more than 50 boxes of cereal over the past few Sundays!   

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2factuganda.org&c=E,1,R7S4sO7dU3mThqgVVDHA0r4yRMtIrn3CtbjHcioCRzRc3oTJsUm2Pqe8GuD6yX0anEsGir8VuvOlL-J3RWN8UicAeou__hxJ-hG8HJ_U&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2factugandablog.blogspot.com%2f&c=E,1,Ao_OUQoLxAlpwqK5L8c2raxBU_F76C2zVT--gbcXY7OLoF-FlsUfKYgP27MghGIltDi-ZP14jK1-qP2kJiOBymEVyD6qvqR1kUAzdKO3F5JfMpfU-MtuXQ,,&typo=1
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Spring is in the air and the Learning Tree students and staff can’t get 
enough!  We are so excited to be welcoming warmer (albeit wetter) 
days.  Muddy puddle jumping and splashing will soon be replaced with 
sunny outdoor picnics and chalk drawing.  With the thaw of Michigan 
snow and ice, we are excited to FINALLY announce that the new 
playground will be installed in the coming weeks, as the rainy weather 
permits.  So please forgive us for any temporary mess and pray for dry 
sunny days.  We promise the end result will be worth it! 

 
On March 21st, the preschool was able to take 
our first indoor field trip in over two years to see 
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus at the Midland 
Center for the Arts.  This was an incredible experience for all of our students 
and families, and for many a first time seeing a theatrical production.   
 
As the school year is coming to an end, the school is abuzz with activity.  Our 
final fundraiser for the school year begins soon so be on the lookout for 
updates on how to beautify your home and yard as well as support our school!  
Plans for Kid Prom, graduation, and a ribbon cutting ceremony for the new 
playground are all starting to come together, updates coming soon.   As always, 
we wish you well. 

   Roses are red, violets are blue  
     and we’ve got Spring Flower Vouchers just for you!  

Are you looking to liven up your yard with a little color or start a vegetable garden? Learning Tree 
Cooperative Preschool is selling spring flower vouchers good for $20 of credit toward any plant 
material at Laphams Garden Center. Orders are due no later than May 5th. Feel free to also place 
your orders via email to shaugej@ferris.edu. The vouchers will not expire 
until June 15th, so let’s brighten our yards and our spirits by supporting the 
preschool and our local garden center.  

Thank you again for supporting the Learning Tree Cooperative Preschool. 

Ways and Means Chairperson  
Jessica Shauger 
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Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers 
for the Wider Church.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link at the bottom of the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, James Robinson, Phil Robinson, Cathy 
Chang & Juan Lopez, Jim & Sue R., Melanie Kalmar, 
Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent Sullivan, Janeene 
Brady, Kristi, Arra, Jay, Penny, Ashlee, Jenni Stoll, John 
Kovl, Alice Stoll, Charlotte Jacqmain, Mair Alsgaard, 
the Germain family, the Johnson family, and the C3 
Gospel Choir. 

Give thanks w/those celebrating April Birthdays... 

  1 - Emma Massey 
  3 - Bill Kent 
       Marcy Kirksey 
  7 - Michael Strong 
  8 - Faye Ebach 
11 - Jacques Randolet 
12 - Barb Tazelaar 
14 - Beth Chateauneuf 
15 - Susan Rye 
       Jim Watt 
17 - Aiden Buczek 
       Dennis Loyer 

       Betty Schartow 
       Evan Stafford 
21 - Aria Buczek 
23 - John Black 
       Harold Leigeb 
24 - Jenny Kent 
26 - Geoff Newhouse 
       Marie Stoll 
29 - Chloe Stafford 
30 - Jim Bakeman 
       Jim Harrison 

Give thanks with those celebrating Apr. Anniversaries... 

  4-Tom & Lisa Miller 
24-William & Marcy Kirksey 

Contact the church office 
631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 

• to add someone to the prayer list 
• inform us of your marriage date  
• inform us of your birth date 
• inform us if you’ve been baptized 

Pastoral Care 
Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors?     

… who is a patient in one of our area hospitals?  
… who should be added to our prayer list?   

With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: The Rev. Jim Harrison 810-516-2159 (cell) . 

These parishioners serve St. John’s 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. John’s is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Bob Estabrook 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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HEAD OF THE CHURCH  - JESUS CHRIST 
MINISTERS  -  ALL OUR MEMBERS 

 
Clergy 
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh ..... Bishop Provisional 
The Rev. Jim Harrison ................... Priest-in-Charge 
 
Staff 
Dr. Amon Eady .......................... Director of Music 
Mair Alsgaard ............................................ Organist 
Denise Isenbarger .. Bookkeeper & Office Manager 
Missy Harrison ....................... Director of Children 
 and Youth Ministries 
Ellen Woodard ..................Administrative Assistant 
Russell Shellberg ............. Director of Broadcasting 
Nick Lowthian ............................................ Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OUR VESTRY  -  OUR ELECTED LEADERS 
 
Class of 2023     Class of 2025 
Jesse Donahue    Paul Tolly 
Sara Philo      Gina Wilson 
Lee Smith, Co-Warden 
 
Class of 2024 
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Chris Lauckner, Co-Warden 
Ellen McVey, Assistant Clerk 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, 

call or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

Center at Grant 

Bay City 

 

Announces 

 

The Robert Sabourin 

Memorial Evensong 

April 10, 2022 

4:00 PM 
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The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early May.  The final deadline for submissions is 

Monday, May 2.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming events and 
activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Priest-in-Charge - The Reverend Jim Harrison 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland                                                                @LinkingLive s  

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  8:30am Chancel Choir……………………………..Activity Room 
  9:00am Coffee Hour…………………..……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Coffee Hour………………………………… Williams Hall 
  6:30pm Youth Group……………….. contact Missy Harrison 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement……….… contact Sara Philo 

Monday (Parish office open 9am-noon) 

  8:00am Morning Prayer……………………………..…. Facebook 
12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 

Tuesday (Parish office open 9am-noon) 
  8:00pm Compline…………………………………….…... Facebook 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

Wednesday (Parish office open 9am-noon) 
10:00am Women’s Bible Study…………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist…………. Sanctuary & Facebook 

Thursday (Parish office open 9am-noon) 
  8:00am Morning Prayer……………….…………... Facebook 
  1:00pm Women Journeying Together….Activity Room 
10:00am Love Knots (bi-weekly)………….... Williams Hall 

Friday (Parish office open 9am-noon) 
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer…………………………….. Facebook 

Saturday 
  8:00pm Compline………………………………….….. Facebook 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on Facebook.  Go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos 

A live service will have a red box with the word “Live” in the upper left-hand corner of the window.   
All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

https://twitter.com/LinkingLives
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.sjec-midland.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland

