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A Body Larger than Ourselves 
A Mission Field Broad as the World 

 
Did you know that the smallest administrative unit of the church is the Diocese? According to the Preamble of the 
Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church - ratified by the General Convention held triennially (every three 
years):  

The Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, otherwise known as The 
Episcopal Church (which name is hereby recognized as also designating the Church), is a 
constituent member of the Anglican Communion, a Fellowship within the One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church, of those duly constituted Dioceses, Provinces, and regional Churches in 
communion with the See of Canterbury, upholding and propagating the historic Faith and Order as 
set forth in the Book of Common Prayer. This Constitution, adopted in General Convention in 
Philadelphia in October, 1789, as amended in subsequent General Conventions, sets forth the 
basic Articles for the government of this Church, and of its overseas missionary jurisdictions. 

This makes sense, of course, given that the term Episcopal is derived from the Greek episkopos, meaning 
overseer, and the Latin episcopus, meaning bishop. The whole identity of our denomination comes from the fact 
that the primary oversight of the church is centered in the role of bishop.  

Dioceses are geographical – 100 of them make up The Episcopal Church in the US. Historically, the basic territorial 
unit of the Episcopal Church is the Parish (from the Old French paroisse, and the Greek paroikos, meaning 
dwelling beside, sojourner). Historically, in England and Wales, the parish was the principal unit of local 
administration for both church and civil purposes; that changed in the 19th century when separate civil 

parishes were established. Many Church of England parishes still 
align, fully or in part, with civil parishes boundaries. Everyone who 
lived within those bounds was a member of the parish. These days, 
in the US, parish boundaries are largely invisible and there are 
many reasons for membership in a parish other than that closest to 
home. The City of Midland may well be St. John’s civil home but, 
we serve a much broader community. 

What this means is that St. John’s does not stand alone, we are part 
of a whole larger than ourselves. For instance: the beautiful 
building and grounds on and in which we reside belong to the 
diocese, not St. John’s. As a parish within the diocese, we are 
charged with their maintenance and upkeep as long as we are 
resident here. Much of what happens at the parish level – perhaps 
all that happens at the parish level – is governed by the diocesan 
Constitution and Canons, as ratified annually at Diocesan 
Convention.  

continued on next page   
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continued from previous page   

In no way is this to imply that a parish is under some sort of draconian rule in which we have no option but to 
comply, it is simply a fact of the polity and structure of the Episcopal Church – we have plenty of leeway to discern 
how best to be the body of Christ in this place as a member of the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement. 

My purpose in sharing this is to say that – even in a newsletter space entitled “Under the Collar,” we should be 
focused, always, “Beyond our Bounds,” meaning that we join our fellow Episcopal parishes in mission and 
ministry; that we look beyond our own members to find children of God with whom to share the Good News of 
Christ Crucified and Risen.  

St. John’s, as a people committed to following Jesus, does an amazing job of ministry in the form of outreach to 
the Midland Community and beyond.  

On Saturday, May 14, members of the parish and other volunteers will be found at SAMS Pantry, taking part in 
the Stamp Out Hunger, Postal Workers Food Drive benefitting the Midland County Emergency Food Pantry 
Network and our neighbors who rely on the pantries to relieve food insecurity. There are several volunteer 
positions needed: drivers who pick up SAMS allotment of food at the Post Office Docks at 3:30pm to transport to 
SAMS; unloaders; date and package integrity checkers; sorters; runners; counters, etc.  

I encourage you to attend our 10:00am service on Sunday, May 15 for Endowment Sunday, during which 
recipients of grants provided by the St. John’s Endowment are present and prayed over, and who will showcase 
their own ministries during Coffee Hour following the service. I am confident you will be inspired by the good 
works our parish has a role in making happen! 

We also have two exciting opportunities to take part in diocesan events during the month of May.  

On Sunday, May 22 at 4:00pm, at the Diocesan Confirmation Service at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Flint, 
several members of our parish will receive the Sacramental Rites of either, Confirmation, Reception into the 
Episcopal Church (for those who have been Confirmed in another Christian tradition), or Reaffirmation (for those 
whose Confirmation may have been some time ago, or those whose faith has been rekindled). Missy Harrison and 
I will be with them as their “sponsors,” and all of you are welcome to join in supporting your siblings in Christ. It 
will be a great opportunity to see and worship in a beautiful sister church and to meet our Provisional Bishop, 
Prince G Singh! 

On Saturday, May 28 at 1:00pm, we will have an opportunity to join in a relatively new bi-Diocesan Ministry of 
the Episcopal Dioceses of Eastern Michigan and Western Michigan, Holy Hikes Great Lakes, at Shiawassee 
Wildlife Preserve, meeting at the Greenpoint Environmental Learning Trail, for a 1.6 mile hike observing the 
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. St. John’s will be providing support, water, and nutrition. We will be 
exploring themes of environmental stewardship and interconnectedness while learning about the role of 
wetlands in nurturing biodiversity and clean water. As we worship and witness to our call to creation care with 
others from around our dioceses, we will all be nurtured and strengthened in our ability to respond to the one 
who says, “follow me.” 

On Sunday, May 8 during the 10:00am service, following their baptism into the life and death of Jesus Christ, we 
will “receive” four new members of the parish, “into the household of God.” Inviting them to “confess the faith of 
Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.” Part of that invitation will 
be to join us as we reach far beyond our own bounds to live out our baptismal promises, not only “with God’s 
help,” but in partnership with the whole church, of which we are a small (but powerful) part. 
 
Easter Blessings, 
 
 
Jim+ 
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT! 
 
St John’s depends on the generosity of our friends and members.  Pledges and gifts to St 
John’s can either be made by check and sent via US Mail to 405 N Saginaw Rd, Midland, MI 
48640, or by visiting tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC.   This link will take you to a screen where you will 
enter the amount of your donation, and designate a specific purpose or fund.  Enter your 
email address as well, and you’ll 
receive an electronic receipt. 
You can also access electronic 
giving from the upper right-hand 
corner of our webpage, and from 
the pinned post on our Facebook 
page: 

If you have any questions about your continued financial 
support of St John’s, please call the church office and your 
call will be directed to the appropriate staff person. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

April Worship Links 
  Below are direct links to last month’s worship services.   

If viewing electronically, click on the date to view the video from that day.   

You can find older services on this page: 
  www.sjec-midland.org/sermons   

5th Sunday in Lent (April 3) 
Holy Eucharist 

Good Friday (April 15) 
Holy Eucharist 

Palm Sunday (April 10) 
Holy Eucharist 

Easter (April 17) 
Holy Eucharist 

Maundy Thursday (April 14) 
Holy Eucharist 

2nd Sunday of Easter (April 24) 
Holy Eucharist 

tinyurl.com/Give2SJEC
https://www.sjec-midland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland
http://www.sjec-midland.org/samples/media/audio/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/5025414647515127
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/5025414647515127
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1152549115597692
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1152549115597692
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/5176850385728217
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/5176850385728217
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/3028964887355753
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/3028964887355753
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1572915249757132
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/1572915249757132
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/2923861314570630
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/videos/2923861314570630
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Eucharistic Fellowship in an Age of Pandemics 
 
Dear people of St. John’s, just prior to Holy Week Bishops Prince Singh, Diocese of Eastern Michigan and 
Western Michigan, and Bonnie Perry, Diocese of Michigan, shared the results and recommendations of a tri-
diocesan task force. (Link to the complete document below) Here is part of the bishops’ remarks: 

In mid-February this year, we invited and appointed a task force to help us engage two things 
concerning the Eucharist. 

• To enhance our organic wisdom by offering theological reflections on the eucharist. 
• To recommend guidelines for engaging the wine/common cup during and after this 

exhausting season. 

In response to our rather unrealistic invitation to deliver a result by March 23rd, this group of 
lay and clergy leaders worked diligently. They have delivered by collectively offering a gift to 
the church, the means of grace, and hope of glory, which we pray will have eternal and 
temporal value. 

As bishops of our three dioceses, we endorse their recommendation and commend it to you 
without any significant changes. We ask you now to consider using these theological 
reflections and do your congregational deep dive into what it means for you to be a 
eucharistic community where you are. 

We ask you to follow their recommendation to engage the wine thoughtfully using these 
articulated criteria: that the practice be reasonable, recognizable, and reverent. 

Since we cannot predict COVID-19’s ability to morph, we ask that we respectfully stay vigilant, 
realizing that our practices may change again. 

Additionally, we invite you to two tri-diocesan teach-in gatherings via Zoom. The first will be 
on May 25th at 7pm, unpacking this resource created by our Fabulous Nine and providing a 
template to replicate in our congregations. The second will be on June 1st at 7pm, focusing on 
training eucharistic visitors and sharing resources. 
 

Click here to download the report. 
 
I am grateful to the task force members for their thoughtful work. Members of the St. John’s Worship 
Committee and I have read and discussed the report and would like to hear from you about what your 
thoughts and comfort levels are with regard to returning to Holy Eucharist in both kinds – bread and wine. 
We know that any changes we make will demand greater involvement of volunteers as servers and 
Eucharistic Ministers – perhaps even Altar Guild. Please read the document linked above and then contact 
me, or any members of the Worship Committee: Mair Alsgaard, Charles Bash, Marnie Bash, Amon Eady, and 
Paul Tolly.  
 
Peace and Blessings, 

 
 

Jim+ 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2feastmich.us5.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3da2b173665e55eb00bb7f94253%26id%3d37074405f8%26e%3d9884fa5b8c&c=E,1,ETRamtSxwN52HB7k0Imdx2W0g0qhXELJ0UaAlI8vReqqpV2UTkIQ8IUWaqIauwjT4KqMbZTzNZIhKh6CWFGTFENY0
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Click here to read the 
most recent issue of 

The Feast 

Summer Is Almost Here —  
Time to Register for Camp Chickagami! 

 
Camp Chickagami offers programs for young people, families and adults throughout the 
summer. The traditional overnight youth camp sessions are residential programs that feature 
outdoor activities, crafts, games, and more while also offering an age appropriate exploration 
of Christian faith. Throughout the week, campers build leadership skills, gain independence, 
and form lifelong friendships. The staff are thoroughly trained and screened and the camp and 
program are licensed by the State of Michigan as well as accredited by the American Camp 
Association.  

 
Youth and Family Programs 2022  
JUNE 17-20 FAMILY CAMP SESSION I 
JUNE 24-27 FAMILY CAMP SESSION II 
JULY 1-16 JUNIOR CAMP (RISING 3RD-5TH GRADES)  
JULY 10-16 COUNSELORS-IN TRAINING (RISING 9TH-12TH GRADERS)  
JULY 17-23 COUNSELORS -IN-ACTION (RISING 9TH-12TH GRADERS)  
JULY 17-23 INTERMEDIATE CAMP (RISING 4TH-7TH GRADES)  
JULY 24-23 MIDDLE CAMP (RISING 6TH-8TH GRADES)  
JULY 24-30 TRIP CAMP (RISING 9TH-12TH GRADES)  
 
Adult Retreats 
August 12-14 Women’s Retreat (Women/Non-binary Adults) 
September 2-4 Young Adult Retreat (College-Millennials) 
September 23-25 Fiber Arts Retreat  
 

Find out more information at www.campchickagami.org 

https://mailchi.mp/0d619d8a523e/the-feast-online-5018996?e=7866c0876d
https://mailchi.mp/0d619d8a523e/the-feast-online-5018996?e=7866c0876d
https://mailchi.mp/0d619d8a523e/the-feast-online-5018996?e=7866c0876d
http://www.campchickagami.org
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St. John’s Endowment Committee 

Invites You To 

 

Looking Through the Lens of Outreach 

 

ENDOWMENT SUNDAY - MAY 15th 

 

WE WELCOME…. representatives of organizations that have received St. John’s Endowment 
Grants during the 2020 / 2021 grant cycles. 

LEARN how we at St John’s, have “…LINKED LIVES IN THE LOVE OF CHRIST” through our 
financial giving that connects us with organizations that offer new, extended, and 
compassionate services to many who are under-served. 

During the 10am service…. a BLESSING will be offered for each organization 

Immediately following the 10am service…. a special RECEPTION, including Kenyan Coffee, will 
take place in Williams Hall  



Page 7 

       The Epistle                                                                                    May 2022 

Women Journeying Together 
  by Marnie Bash 

 
Our Kaleidoscope of Biblical Views is off to a good start with our introduction to how the 
New Testament came together and was written down. It has been interesting to be exposed 
to different lecturers, with their different approaches, talking about the same subject.  

This month we will begin to focus on the gospels themselves and what are the particular emphases of our 
various presenters. Come and join us for this venture!  

  May 5   – The Synoptic Gospels 
  May 12 – Luke/Acts by two different lecturers 
  May 19 – The Gospel of John plus a look at the stories of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus 
  May 26 – Jesus of Nazareth (the “historical” Jesus) 

Women Journeying Together meets each Thursday during the school year, from 1:00 to roughly 2:30 PM, in 
the Activity Room downstairs. We discuss, share, laugh with and pray for each other. If you have questions, 
please contact Marnie Bash, mpbash@ameritech.net, or come and join us in the Activity Room any Thursday 
afternoon.  

Men’s Breakfast — Monday, June 6 
 
Join us at the Big Boy Restaurant at 1513 S. Saginaw Rd. for our monthly Men’s 
Breakfast.  Once in the restaurant, walk through the big room to the smaller 
room located at the southeast end of the restaurant to find our table. 

JOIN US for food and fellowship!! 

Graduation Announcements Needed! 
 
St. John’s would like to honor our graduates in the June Epistle. Do you have a relative that is 
graduating from preschool, high school, trade school, college, or any other school that needs 
celebrating? Maybe that relative is you. We would love for you to send a photo and bit of 
information about the student to missy@sjec-midland.org.  

mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
mailto:missy@sjec-midland.org
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Library News — The Waring Room:  
Episcopal Church 

     by Marnie Bash 

Next to the low shelves under the window is an alcove 
with tall bookshelves both front and back. Books in the 
first set of shelves, to the right of the Resource and 
Reference section, are listed under the category of 
“Episcopal”; these are books written by Episcopalians 
and/or related to our worship in and our 
understandings of the Episcopal Church.  

On the top shelf are books about the Episcopal Church; 
as mentioned in an earlier Epistle, the best of these 
books are on the shelves in Williams Hall: books like 
Walk in Love, the Welcome to series, and books about 
“the way of love”.  The books in the Waring Room tend 
to be more intensive studies of particular aspects of the 
church; interesting but not something you read in a few 
minutes! Next to these books are a few books about the 
Anglican Church, primarily focusing on the church in 
England and by British writers.   

On the next shelf down are books related to our liturgy 
(formal worship) and sacraments. Here you will find 
books about baptism - one I especially like is Calling: A 
Song for the Baptized by Caroline Westerhoff – and 
books about the Eucharist – an especially nice one here 
is The Meal Jesus Gave Us by N. T. Wright. Also here are 
several books to use with your children about baptism, 
Eucharist, and the flow of the worship service.  These 
are all helpful with pictures of what to expect during the 
service and often explanations of why something is 
done.  Beryl Choi’s Children’s Service Book for Eucharist 

and Baptism or Eileen Garrison’s A Eucharistic Manual 
for Children are particularly nice to have for your child 
to look at during worship itself. Ann Kitch’s What We Do 
in Advent and What We Do in Lent show some of the 

special things we do and talk 
about during these seasons. Also 
in this section are a variety of 
prayer books, lectionaries, 
hymnals, etc, including the 
Enriching Our Worship series 
which is the source of some of 
the slightly different prayers we 
are currently using in our worship 
at St John’s – for instance, the 
new confession.  

And below these are books related to the church year – 
all those books I haul out to Williams Hall for Advent/
Christmas and Lent/Easter. These are both 
informational and devotions for the seasons and can be 
read at any time, not just the appointed season! 

On the 4th shelf down are several categories of books 
which you might not think of as directly related to The 
Episcopal Church, but which are quite important to our 
understanding of ourselves as a church/denomination. 
These categories are Theology, Social Justice/Outreach, 
and Church Development/Evangelism. Yet even here 
there are a number of books that are fascinating as well 
as containing important information.  

Under theology I would point 
out Brian McLaren’s A 
Generous Orthodoxy, a look 
at something he found 
helpful, useful, and/or loving 
in each Christian 
denomination (including the 
Episcopal Church).  

Phyllis Tickle explains in her 
books, The Great Emergence 
and Emergence Christianity, what was/is happening 
historically in the church in the 21st Century and how it 
relates to what has happened in the past.  And N. T. 
Wright talks about being Surprised by Hope.  

Social Justice/Outreach is a fairly broad category with 
some more general books and then there are those 
about racial relations. Many of these books are 

continued on next page   



Page 9 

       The Epistle                                                                                    May 2022 

Midland Blooms 2022 
Saturday, May 21 

 
The Midland Business Alliance is once again coordinating Midland Blooms, an annual 

beautification project for the community.  Midland 
Blooms is in its 32nd year and involves over 500 
community volunteers to make it happen.  As in 
years past, they are planning to plant on both sides 
of Eastman Ave. for a two-and-a-half mile stretch. 
 
St. John’s is recruiting volunteers to plant our 
location along Eastman at Clover.  If you can help, 
contact Jacques Randolet: 

 

jacquesusa@charter.net 
989-600-3547 

intended to make us more aware of the realities of 
situations that we don’t tend to run into often. For 
instance, Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn’s Half the 
Sky, that looks at the lives of poor women around the 
world and particularly in 3rd world countries; a 
fascinating book. Robert 
Lupton’s book, Toxic Charity, 
shows how our mission trips 
aren’t always as useful as we 
expect. And Emmanuel Acho’s 
Uncomfortable Conversations 
with a Black Man, and 
Catherine Meeks’ Living into 
God’s Dream, explore race 
relations and conditions of 
which we are not always 

aware. All of these are fascinating books and wake us up 
to worlds different from ours.   

The final category, Church Development and 
Evangelism, tends to have more specialized material, 
but it is useful if you are interested in these areas.  

The Episcopal section of the 
library includes “all things 
Episcopal” and these 
materials may be used to 
both answer questions about 
our practices and/or to 
expand our knowledge of 
Episcopal actions and beliefs. 
Take a look!  

ARE THESE YOURS??  Recently I found 4 

books sitting on top of the cabinet at the front 
of the Waring Room; I currently have them 
(and am reading one) since no one claimed 
them. If they are yours and you are looking 
for them, please contact me at 
mpbash@ameritech.net or 989-839-9364 and 
leave a message. Thanks. Marnie  

continued from previous page   

http://mbami.org/
mailto:jacquesusa@charter.net
mailto:mpbash@ameritech.net
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SJEC 2022 Good News Garden 
 

Sign Up Now 
Planting on May 21, 2022 

 
Please sign up for a garden box for your own use and to help with 
raising vegetables for SAMS Pantry.  Here are all the opportunities: 
 

1. Please help us if you can on Saturday, May 21, at 10 a.m. (after Midland Blooms, see 
previous page for more info) to spread soil and plant vegetable boxes for this year. 
Please send an email to Lee Smith at optimalvalue@att.net if you can help.  

 
2. If you want your own box to raise vegetables for your family, sign up for a box. Send a 

request for an application for a box to optimalvalue@att.net.  
 
3. Like the marines, we can always use a few good volunteers to 

help with tending the garden and harvesting the food for this 
summer. Email or call Lee Smith for details 
(optimalvalue@att.net or 989-859-9746). 

Looking for someone with a trailer that could transport 8’ lengths of wood (cut 
from our courtyard tree) to Mt. Pleasant to be made into benches. 
 

Please contact John Marcou:  989-859-3909 

mailto:optimalvalue@att.net
mailto:optimalvalue@att.net
mailto:optimalvalue@att.net
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       BCP Spotlight 
          by Ellen McVey 
 

    The Burial of the Dead, Rite II, p. 491 
 
Last week I watched the online service In Celebration of and Thanksgiving for the life of 
Madeleine Korbel Albright held at the National Cathedral.  It was a beautiful and 
meaningful service.  I was reminded again of why I appreciate the BCP.  With the opening 
line of the anthem in procession - “I am the Resurrection and I am the Life….” I was 
transported to St. John’s where those same words are said at the start of our funeral 
services. We may not have Presidents, Heads of State, other dignitaries in attendance or 

world-renown musicians with boy & girl choristers but each of us and our loved ones will receive the same 
basic liturgy in The Episcopal Church.  Regardless of our position in life, we are on equal footing in the 
Sacraments.   
 
In addition to prayers, the BCP includes “rubrics” - the instructions of how a service should be conducted.  
The rubrics for “An Order for Burial” (p. 507) provide a helpful perspective for experiencing the human grief 
and Christian joy which are both present in the death of a loved one…. 

Note: 
The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all meaning in the 
resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too, shall be 
raised. 
 

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that 
"neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." 
 

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love 
we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted 
by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we 
rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, 
we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 
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Farewell Russell 
 
During our transition to on-line streaming of Worship services, St John’s 
has been blessed to have had as our first Director of Technology and 
Streaming Services the incomparable Russell Shellberg. Russ has been 
more than capable of filling that rather large job title! He has helped us 
produce a premiere and meaningful product. He has done so with 
professionalism, playfulness, and a deep faith. Having graduated from 
Central Michigan University with a major in broadcasting cinema arts, 
Russell will be leaving us. He will put his talents to work in 
photojournalism for Fox 47 in Lansing. 

 
Luke records the Archangel 
Gabriel, the Patron Saint of 
Broadcasters, as saying to 
Zechariah (father of John the baptizer), “I stand in the presence of 
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 
news.” [Luke 1:19] Six months later, Gabriel greeted Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, similarly, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” [Luke 1:28]  
 
So it is that we echo the angel: Farewell, Russell! The Lord is with 
you. May you always be mindful that you, too, stand in the 
presence of God. Share the good news! 
 

Click here for a Q&A with members of the Central Michigan 

Graduating Class of 2022  (including Russell) published in a recent 
issue of Central  Michigan Life. 

News from St. Martha’s Guild 
 
St. Martha’s Guild has been busy.  Our April-May project was to 
sponsor a baby shower to benefit clients of the Life Clinic.  This 
ministry was started by Barb Sovereen.  When she passed away 
several years ago Carole Adams continued the tradition.  
Pictured here are the many items donated by the St. John’s 
parish.  This project would not be a success without the generous 
donations from our parish members.  Thanks to Carole and all 
who donated baby items.  We couldn’t do it without you.   

https://www.cm-life.com/article/2022/04/graduating-seniors-look-forward-to-commencement-reflect-on-years-of-hard-work?fbclid=IwAR2CDLcG2q0emcu3yf2N3ZwiLvEIGr-VvvJMh-CsAMsdU2Z2O_bjtBdOLw8
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Crackers, we’re crackers for SAMS! 
 

Please consider a contribution of crackers of any kind — Graham, Ritz, Goldfish… 
the choice is yours… to SAMS in the month of May.  There is a bin ready to accept 
your donations in the Narthex. 

On Saturday, May 14, members of the 
parish and other volunteers will be 
found at SAMS Pantry, taking part in the 
Stamp Out Hunger, Postal Workers 
Food Drive benefitting the Midland 
County Emergency Food Pantry Network 
and our neighbors who rely on the 
pantries to relieve food insecurity. 
 
There are several volunteer positions 
needed: drivers who pick up SAMS 
allotment of food at the Post Office 
Docks at 3:30pm to transport to SAMS; 
unloaders; date and package integrity 
checkers; sorters; runners; counters, etc.  
 

Contact Dana Pressnall for more 
information and to volunteer:  

dpressnall@charter.net 

mailto:dpressnall@charter.net
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The next hike of our 2022 season will take place on Saturday, May 28th at the 

Greenpoint Environmental Learning Center at the shiawassee Wildlife Preserve 

in Saginaw! 

 

All in Eastern and Western Michigan are invited to join Holy Hikes Great Lakes as we 

hike (of course), learn, pray, and worship together in God’s creation.  Please click 

here for more details, to download new printable flyers, and click the button, below, to 

RSVP to join us for this no-cost event! 

 

As a reminder, our May site is NOT dog-friendly. 

 

Our Holy Hikes Chapter Coordinator is Tanna Leclaire (Grace, Port Huron).  

Questions?  Contact Tanna at tleclaire@eastmich.org or tleclaire@edwm.org. 

 

The photo, above, shows Holy Hikers stopped for a moment of prayer on the trail 

during our first hike of the season in April at the Portman Nature Preserve in Mattawan.  

Click here for more photos! 

RSVP 

file:///C:/Users/secretary/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/SLWFKCU6/email.mht
file:///C:/Users/secretary/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/SLWFKCU6/email.mht
mailto:tleclaire@eastmich.org
mailto:tleclaire@edwm.org
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.278630307818337&type=3&mc_cid=be730a483b&mc_eid=7866c0876d
https://theepiscopaldioceseofeasternmichigan.formstack.com/forms/holyhikes2021?mc_cid=be730a483b&mc_eid=7866c0876d
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Each month the Prayer Corner includes the church’s prayer list as well as the 
anniversaries and birthdays for the month.  The prayer list is updated weekly and 

included in the Sunday morning worship service bulletins, along with the Daily Prayers 
for the Wider Church.  The most recent version can be found at any time by clicking the 

“Announcements” link at the bottom of the SJEC web page: 

https://www.sjec-midland.org/ 

Please keep the following people in your prayers…   
Ian Alsgaard, James Robinson, Phil Robinson, Cathy 
Chang & Juan Lopez, Jim & Sue R., Melanie Kalmar, 
Beth Porreca, Anita, Doug, Vincent Sullivan, Janeene 
Brady, Kristi, Arra, Jay, Penny, Ashlee, Mair Alsgaard, 
the Johnson family, the C3 Gospel Choir, Frank, and 
Matt Rorvik. 

Give thanks w/those celebrating May Birthdays... 

  2 - Betsy Pierce 
  4 - Betty Jones 
  5 - Jeanne Black 
        Chris Lauckner 
  7 - Deborah Blackhurst 
  8 - Brandon Angell 
        Alicia Watt 
10 - Anthony Dizon-Webb 
12 - Esme Latocki 
        Lee Smith 
13 - Toshia Albright 
        Fred Stoll 
 

17 - Rachel Blackhurst 
        Jan Morden 
        Andy Roberts 
19 - H.J. Smith 
20 - Charlotte Bakeman 
21 - Hannah Jackson 
22 - Julie Smith 
25 - Lori Pung 
        Mary Jo Schuetz 
28 - Olga Fagan 
        Karen Roberts 
30 - Jenni Stoll 
        Pete Tazelaar 

Give thanks with those celebrating May Anniversaries... 

  5 - John & Sally Bridges 

    
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord;  
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

  

    

Contact the church office 
631-2260 / office@sjec-midland.org 

• to add someone to the prayer list 
• inform us of your marriage date  
• inform us of your birth date 
• inform us if you’ve been baptized 

Pastoral Care 
Since the publication of our last Epistle, we have marked the   
following passages: 

    Deaths  

 April 2…………………...Francis Johnson 

Do you know someone who would appreciate a pastoral 
visit from our clergy or lay visitors?     

… who is a patient in one of our area hospitals?  
… who should be added to our prayer list?   

With their permission, please contact our church office and pass this information along to us so that we may 
respond appropriately.  It’s always better to get a message more than once than not at all!  In the case of a 
pastoral emergency outside of office hours, please contact: The Rev. Jim Harrison 810-516-2159 (cell) . 

These parishioners serve St. John’s 
through our Pastoral Care ministry.   
St. John’s is grateful for their time & 

love of neighbor. 

Charles Bash 
Faye Ebach 
Bob Estabrook 

Jan Marcou 
Roni Rogers 
Pat Roush 

https://www.sjec-midland.org
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Meditation with Angela 
Meditation is a spiritual practice found in many religious traditions that focuses on quieting 
the mind and opening ourselves up to be in the present moment.  In Christian meditation 
we allow ourselves to let go of all thought and expectations and spend time in the presence 
of God.  This tradition was introduced by Fr. John Main and has continued through the 
World Community of Christian Meditation (WCCM). 

Angela Garcia invites you to experience this time of silence and stillness on Thursday 
evenings at 7pm on Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85233064988   

HEAD OF THE CHURCH  - JESUS CHRIST 
MINISTERS  -  ALL OUR MEMBERS 

 
Clergy 
The Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh ..... Bishop Provisional 
The Rev. Jim Harrison ................... Priest-in-Charge 
 
Staff 
Dr. Amon Eady .......................... Director of Music 
Mair Alsgaard ............................................ Organist 
Denise Isenbarger .. Bookkeeper & Office Manager 
Missy Harrison ....................... Director of Children 
 and Youth Ministries 
Ellen Woodard ..................Administrative Assistant 
Russell Shellberg ............. Director of Broadcasting 
Nick Lowthian ............................................ Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OUR VESTRY  -  OUR ELECTED LEADERS 
 
Class of 2023     Class of 2025 
Jesse Donahue    Paul Tolly 
Sara Philo      Gina Wilson 
Lee Smith, Co-Warden 
 
Class of 2024 
Toshia Albright, Clerk 
Chris Lauckner, Co-Warden 
Ellen McVey, Assistant Clerk 

To get in touch with any Clergy, Staff 
Member or Member of the Vestry, 

call or email the parish office: 

(989) 631-2260 
office@sjec-midland.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85233064988
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The next edition of The Epistle will be published in early May.  The final deadline for submissions is 

Friday, June 3.  Please consider submitting stories of your group’s activities, or news of coming events and 
activities. 
 

If you are not currently receiving an email notice to tell you that The Epistle has been published on our  
website, and you would like to receive one, please email office@sjec-midland.org. 
 

If you would prefer to receive a printed copy of The Epistle by regular mail, please call our church office at 
631-2260 to share that message.  We would be happy to mail a copy to you each month. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church   

405 N. Saginaw Road ● Midland, MI ● 48640 

(989) 631-2260 ● office@sjec-midland.org 

www.sjec-midland.org  

         Priest-in-Charge - The Reverend Jim Harrison 

  www.facebook.com/sjecmidland                                                                @LinkingLive s  

Weekly Opportunities at St. John ’s  

Sunday 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist……………….………………... Sanctuary 
  8:30am Chancel Choir……………………………..Activity Room 
  9:00am Coffee Hour…………………..……………. Williams Hall 
10:00am Holy Eucharist…………….… Sanctuary & Facebook 
11:00am Coffee Hour………………………………… Williams Hall 
  6:30pm Youth Group……………….. contact Missy Harrison 
  7:00pm Bible in the Basement……….… contact Sara Philo 

Monday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm) 

  8:00am Morning Prayer……………………………..…. Facebook 
12:00pm AA……………………………………………… McNab Room 

Tuesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00pm Compline…………………………………….…... Facebook 
  1:00pm Knitpickers……………………………..…… Williams Hall 

Wednesday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
10:00am Women’s Bible Study…………... McNab Room 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist…………. Sanctuary & Facebook 

Thursday (Parish Office open 9am-3pm)  
  8:00am Morning Prayer……………….…………... Facebook 
  1:00pm Women Journeying Together….Activity Room 
10:00am Love Knots (bi-weekly)………….... Williams Hall 
  7:00pm Meditation with Angela……………………… Zoom 

Friday (Parish Office open 9am-noon)  
12:00pm AA…………………………………………. McNab Room 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer…………………………….. Facebook 

Saturday 
  8:00pm Compline………………………………….….. Facebook 
12:00pm AA………………………………………….. McNab Room 

You DO NOT need a Facebook account to view services live, at the indicated time, on             
Facebook.  Go to:  https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos 

A live service will have a red box with the word “Live” in the upper left-hand corner of the window.   
All services that have already occurred can be viewed at any time. 

We joyfully gather to pray, worship, learn and serve  
as we seek to follow Jesus, and invite all to join us  
on a sacred journey of hope and transformation. 

https://twitter.com/LinkingLives
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org?subject=Epistle
mailto:dawn@sjec-midland.org
mailto:office@sjec-midland.org
http://www.sjec-midland.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/sjecmidland

